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Mestiri tables new Afghan peace plan 

KABUL (AP) — A Special-United Nations envoy has tabled a new 
power-sharing proposal for war- ravaged Afghanistan as part of a 
peace initiative, a senior political leader said Tuesday. U.N. 
special envoy Mahmoud Mestiri met with Afghan President 
Burhanuddin Rabbaiu and discussed the proposal, which would 
ultimately lead to the president’s ouster. The plan was unveiled for 
Mr. Rabbani amid the sound of exploding shells less than live 
kilometres from the capital Kabul. Rebel gunmen from the 
Taliban militia exchanged heavy rocket and mortar fire with 
government forces Tuesday along the southern outskirts of die 
city. Mr. Mestirfs proposal calls for the creation of an interim 
■wing council competed of about 10 Afghan leaders from various 
wamng factions, said influential political and religious leader 
Ayatollah Mohammad Fazfl. “the council may include f o rm er 
Afghan King Zahir Shah and former President Sebgpxullah 
Muiadidi. Ayatollah Fazil said. A spokesman for the government 
said Mr. Rabbani bad not derided o< 
interim council. 
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UAE wants U.N. help to solve Island row 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — The United Arab Emirates (UAE) on 
Tuesday called for the United Nations to intervene in its 
long-standing dispute with Iran over three strategic islands in the 
Gulf. UAE Deputy Prime Minister Sheikh Sultan Ben Zeyed A1 
Nahayan said in New York that “Iran’s occupation of our three 
islands poses a dire« threat for security in the region and for the 
emirates in particular.” Quoted by the official agency WAM, he 
called on the U-N. to intervene to solve the dispute over the 
islands of Abu Musa, and the Greater and Lesser Tunbs. "The 
peoples and the countries of the region are hoping for a greater 
role by the U.N. to remedy the problems and allow the residents of 
this part of the world to live in peace and stability.” The UAE has 
called on Iran several times to open talks on the future of “the 
islands which perch at the mouth of Ihc Straits of Hormuz through 
which a fifth of the world's crude is shipped. It has also urged 
Tehran to take the row to the International Court of Justice in the 
Hague. 
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Jordan to finalise $300m in loans, 
$200m in investments next week 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan is sche- 
duled to finalise soft loans 
worth about S300 million on 
the fringes of next week's 
Middle East and North Afri- 
ca summit and the funds will 
be used to increase the King- 
dom’s foreign exchange re- 
serves. Finance Minister 
Basel Jardaneh said Tuesday. 

The signing of the credits 
and the expected finalisation 
of financing arrangements for 
private sector projects worth 
an extra 5200 million are seen 
as among some of the most 
important events surrounding 
the summit. 

"These are the guaranteed 


minimum expectations,” said 
an informed source. “The 
amount of financing for pri- 
vate sector projects could de- 
finitely go up. as can 
government-level assistance 
to Jordan to help implement 
infrastructure projects.” 

The source, who did not 
want to be identified, de- 
clined to discuss details of the 
private sector projects, but 
said intense contacts were 
under way to finalise them 
during the summit itself. 

The finalisation of the loan 
accords revolving around the 
summit is seen as highly sym- 
bolic for Jordan since it 
would reflect international 
confidence in the Kingdom’s 
economic performance and 


monetary stability — two ele- 
ments that the country could 
use to its best advantage at 
the gathering itself. 

Mr. Jardaneh said S307 
million would come in loans 
to the government under 
three separate agreements; a 
S135 million credit from the 
government of Japan in a 
“retroactive” arrangement 
with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF); an 
$80 million loan, also from 
the Japanese government in a 
bilateral accord, and co- 
financed with a matching 
amount by the World Bank in 
another agreement. 

“The Japanese credits 
come in realisation of the 
pledge made by Prime Minis- 


ter Tomiichi Murayama” 
during his visit to Jordan in 
September, Mr. Jardaneh 
told the Jordan Times. 

The actual pledge made by 
Mr. Murayama was for 5200 
million, but with the finalisa- 
tion of the agreements the 
amount rose to 5215 million, 
the minister noted. 

Another $12 million under 
co-financing arrangements 
will come from the Italian 
government, but it was not 
known when the accord will 
be signed. 

The finance minister ex- 
plained that the “retroactive" 
arrangement for 5135 million 
with the IMF meant that the 

(Continued on page 7) 


Regent: MENA summit should 
spur bureaucrats, private sector 


FOLLOWING ARE excerpts of an interview that the 
Jerusalem Report conducted with His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan in early October. The interview 
appeared in the Nov . 2 issue of the magazine. . 


QUESTION: Crown Prince 
Hassan, it seems that other 
than the Amman summit, 
the main thing that came 
out of Casablanca was a 
deep suspicion of Israeli 
motives, with Israel being 
seen as a hi-tech super- 
economy that wants to 
hegemonise the weaker 
economies of the region? 
ANSWER: Yes, there is 
this feeling. And I some- 
times wonder if it wasn’t 
created as a tisefuTbogey- 
raan by those who oppose 
the peace process. We in 
Jordan have been given the 
opportunity to set our 
sights not on Israeli 


achievements, but on the 
Asian rim of Eurojpe, and 
to redouble our efforts to 
get off the IMF books as 
soon as is humanly possi- 
ble. Hie opposition should 
also be aware that when we 
speak, for example, of a 
nee-trade area north of the 
Red Sea on Jordanian and 
Israeli soil, we are looking 
at an improvement of stan- 
dards and management 
that will enable us both to 
Bring the region into the 
world. We have to break 
out of our parochialism. 

Q: How feasible is to 
speak of major proposals 
such as efficient regional 


power and water manage- 
ment, when Syria, Leba- 
non and Iraq aren't even 
participating? 

A: You're right, it is very 
difficult to talk about a 
regional identity and coop- 
eration with all these abs- 
ences. But at least the sum- 
mit can restate the obvious, 
if you will, in that we have 
to develop a matrix of reg- 
ional hopes and aspirations, 
and fill in compartments in 
the forums that are avail- 
able. 

Q: Jordan has been, and 
will be, pitching strongly 
for investment in its own 
economy. Why should Jor- 
dan be an attractive prop- 
osition to foreign inves- 
tors? 

A: I can’t speak for the 
millions of dollars in new 


issues on the Jordanian 
stock exchange since Janu- 
ary, but an important point 
is that according to interna- 
tional credit ratings, we do 
have a more solid achieve- 
ment than at any time in 
the past. Exchange rates 
have been stable for the 
last three years, inflation is 
down from 25 per cent to 
four per cent, the deficit- 
GDP ratio has remained 
below three per cent and 
domestic savings are in- 
creasing. By any objective 
criteria you care to name, I 
.believe it*s time to invest 
here. - 

Q: And the well- 
educated but cheap labour 
force? 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Kuwait 

‘softens’ 

position 

ABU DHABI (Agencies) — 
Kuwait told the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) on Tuesday 
it was willing to normalise 
ties with Arab states that 
were sympathetic to Iraq in 
the 1990-1991 Gulf crisis, di- 
plomatic sources said. 

Kuwaiti Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Sabah A1 Ahmad A1 
Jaber AI Sabah told UAE 
President Sheikh Zayed Ben 
Sultan AI Nahayan in talks 
that his country “is wiling to 
normalise relations” with 
Arab countries that were per- 
ceived to back Iraq, an Arab 
diplomat told Reuters. 

“The Kuwaitis sent signals 
that they are willing to soften 
their position,” said the di- 
k plomat, who asked not to be 
yarned. 

Sheikh Zayed, in the 
strongest statement by a Gulf 
Arab leader, last week urged 
Arab countries to “try to turn 
the page of the past and 
cooperate” to alleviate the 
suffering of the Iraqi people 
due to United Nations sanc- 
tions imposed since Iraq's 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

He also called on Kuwait 
to reconcile with Arab states 
that were sympathetic to Iraq 
in the Gulf war. 

Sheikh Sabah told the 
UAE leader that lifting the 
sanctions on Iraq was in the 
hands of the U.N. Security 
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Kuwaiti officials said 
meanwhile Kuwait expects to 
send official representatives 
to the Middle 1 East and North 
Africa (EMNA) economic 
summit that starts on Sunday 
in Amman. 

. ...M -- “There is no doubt Kuwait 

! lMl l> pi c'l'k* 11 , ' d)fl i *iU be represented, but at 
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American Senate votes to 
shift embassy to Jerusalem 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— The U.S. Senate voted 
overwhelmingly Tuesday to 
move the U.S. embassy from 
Tel Aviv to occupied Jeru- 
salem by 1999, but gave Pres- 
ident Bill Ointon the option 
of extending the deadline in- 
definitely. 

The House of Representa- 
tives also geared for quick 
action on the measure, which 
has put the Ointon adminis- 
tration on the spot as a sup- 
porter of Israel but the key 
broker in the Middle East 
■peace process. 

The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) warned 
Washington against transfer- 
ring the embassy, saying it 
would jeopardise its role in 
the peace process. 

“If such a measure were 
implemented it would mean 
that the United States would 
no longer be able to play the 


role of an impartial mediator 
in the Middle East peace 
process which would put it in 
grave danger," Faisal Hus- 
sein! who is in charge of the 
Jerusalem file within the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA), told AFP. 

President Clinton has 
already threatened to veto 
the bill to transfer the embas- 
sy saying it would undermine 
Washington's role in the 
peace process. 

Senate majority leader 
Bob Dole watered down his 
bill after it* went before the 
U.S. senate. 

He cut out a requirement 
that work on a new embassy 
should start before the end of 
1 996, and introduced an unli- 
mited number of six-month 
waivers if the president de- 
cides they are "necessary to 
protect the national security 
interests of the United 


States.” 

It was passed by a vote of 
93-5. Mr. Dole watered- 
down the bill with the waiver 
provision in a bid to attract 
more than two thirds of the 
Senate which would" be 
needed to override a pres- 
idential veto. 

The House of Representa- 
tives was expected to follow 
close on the Senate’s heels, 
voting on the same version of 
the bill as early as Tuesday 
afternoon. House aides said. 

"This bill is on the fast- 
track because they want to 
get it on the president’s desk 
by the end of the week,” said 
John Feehery, a spokesman 
for House majority whip 
Tom Delay. 

There was no immediate 
reaction from the White 

(Con tinned on page 7) 


‘Iraq and UAE to launch 
contacts to lift sanctions’ 


CAIRO (Agencies) — . Iraq 
and the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) could begin con- 
tacts soon after Abu Dhabi’s 
policy turnaround calling, for 
a lifting of U.N. sanctions 
against Baghdad, an Iraqi 
official said here Tuesday. 

“Iraq never cut relations 
with the UAE, which it con- 
siders a sister nation linked to 
it by a common future and 
interests,” Iraq's representa- 
tive to the Arab League in 
Cairo, Nabil Najm, told the 
press. 

“Iraqi-UAE contacts could 
begin as soon as possible in 
light of the call by (UAE 
President) Sheikh Zayed Ben 
Sultan AI Nahayan” for a 
lifting of sanctions to allevi- 
ate the suffering of the Iraqis, 
Mr. Najm said. 

Mr. Najm made the com- 
ments after a meeting with 
Arab League head Esmat 
Abdul Megutd to discuss the 
UAE’s initiative which 
Sheikh Zayed announced 
earlier this month and which 


has won the backing of 
Qatar, Yemen and the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). 

But Kuwait has rejected 
the call for a lifting of the 
embargo imposed on Iraq af- 
ter it invaded the emirate in 
August 1990. 

Mr. Najm said Sheikh 
Zayed’s call ,l was wise and 
courageous and Iraq wel- 
comes it. The time has come 
to talk about reorganising 
inter-Arab relations, espe- 
cially after the reelection of 
Saddam Hussein as presi- 
dent. 

“Currently there are de- 
velopments from the emi- 
rates to put their initiative 
into action,” Mr. Najm 
added, pointing to UAE 
Foreign Minister Rashid 
Abdullah’s intention to meet 
his Arab counterparts at the 
United Nations to rally sup- 
port for the call. 

In a report from New York 
on Saturday, the UAE news 
agency WaM said Sheikh 


Sultan Ben Zayed AI 
Nahayan, the UAE deputy 
prime minister, met Kuwait’s 
emir. Sheikh Jaber AI 
Ahmad AI Sabah. 

It gave no details of the 
meeting but diplomats said it 
apparently focused on Sheikh 
Zayed’ s call for an end to the 
sanctions. 

The AI Asharq AI Awsat 
daily said Tuesday the UAE 
wants to send "humanitarian 
assistance” to Baghdad. 

The Arabic-language 
newspaper said the UAE 
foreign ministry will seek spe- 
cial permission from the 
U.N. Security Council for the 
shipment. 

.The London-based news- 
paper, which publishes simul- 
taneously in the Gulf, quoted 
“informed sources” in Abu 
Dhabi as saying the aid would 
be collected through local 
charity organisations. 

The report did not specify 
what the UAE intends to 

(Confirmed on page 7) 


King meets Prince Sultan, predicts 
stronger-than-ever bilateral relations 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

NEW YORK — His Majesty 
King Hussein has held talks 
with Sai di Defence Minister 
Prince Sultan Ben Abdul 
Aziz in the first such high- 
level contacts between the 
two countries after the 1991 
Gulf war and said afterwards 
that he expected Jordan ian- 
Saudi relations to be stronger 
than ever. 

Speaking lo the press after 
the meeting on the fringes of 
the U.N.'s 50th anniversary 
celebrations here, the King 
said he and Prince Sultan 
reviewed Jordanian-Saudi re- 
lations with a view to expand- 
ing cooperation to serve the 
interests of the peoples of the 
two countries. 

Inter-Arab relations, the 
King said, depended largely 
upon the degree of coopera- 
tion between the countries 
concerned and voiced optim- 
ism that relations among 
Arabs would soon see a posi- 
tive change. 



His Majesty King Hussein with Saudi De 
Prince Sultan Ben Abdul Aziz in New Yorl 


Prime Minister and Defence Minister 
on Tuesday (Petra photo) 


The King said the Arab 
World and “the Middle East 
were undergoing a change for 
the better. 

The King paid tribute to 
the achievements of the Un- 
ited Nations, but said he 
hoped that the world body 
would reconsider its current 
situation so that it could re- 


flect the realities of today 
rather than 50 years ago", 
when it was established. 

Prince Sultan told repor- 
ters that his meeting with the 
King was not a “new start” in 
Jordanian-Saudi relations but 
an extension of (he “unique 
relations between the two 
countries.” 


Prince Sultan said relations 
between Saudi King Fahd 
and King Hussein were based 
on Arab fraternity and 
brotherhood. 

The Jordan News Agency. 
Petra, said the King and 
Prince Sultan stressed the 

(Continued on page 7) 


U.N. 
event 
draws 
to end 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) 

— Bosnia's President Alija 
Izetbegovic, speaking on the 
last day of the U.N.’s 50th 
anniversary jamboree, said 
Tuesday he would never 
accept a peace plan that led 
to the division of his country. 

He urged the world to 
match its “nice and noble 
words" with deeds. 

Mr. Izetbegovic spoke as 
world leaders prepared to ad- 
journ their three-day session 

— the largest gathering of 
world leaders in history. 

U.N. members are ex- 
pected to accept a declaration 
calling for a United Nations 
“equipped, financed and 
structured to serve effectively 
the peoples in whose name it 
was established” (see pagettL 

The United States is the 
biggest U.N. debtOT, owing 
$13 billion. In all, member 
states owe the United Na- 
tions 53 billion. The debt has 
thrown the organisation into 
its worst financial crisis. 

U.N. sources, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said 
the United States raised 
objections to the declara- 
tion's language during initial 
discussions. But the Clinton 
administration dropped its 
reservations after its Euro- 
pean allies insisted on the 
provision. 

Mr. Izetbegovic's remarks 
were especially poignant be- 
cause the United Nations has 
been trying unsuccessfully 
since 1992 to bring peace to 
his country. NATO is plan- 
ning to send a 60,000- 
member force there to re- 
place U.N. troops if the Un- 
ited States can broker a peace 
agreement and succeed 
where the United Nations has 

(Continued on page 7) 


Jordan satisfied by course 
of peace treaty with Israel 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
has expressed satisfaction 
with the pace of cooperation 
between Israel and Jordan in 
paving the ground for a new 
economic reality and stability 
in the Middle East region. 

Speaking in an interview 
with Israel Television, the 
Regent said that the state of 
relations was evident in the 
visits of Israelis to Jordan and 
in the welcome they received 
here following decades of 
hostilities. 

The peace treaty, he said, 
has paved the ground for 
mutual cooperation based on 
confidence and regional de- 
velopment. 

“I can not say that there is 
no opposition to the peace 
treaty in the Arab World j as 
many people are holding on 
to theiT objection to Jewish- 
Arab dialogue, but there is 
keenness on both sides to 


safeguard the peace pro- 
cess,” Prince Hassan said. 

The Regent noted that 
Israel and Jordan signed 
more than 18 agreements 
since the peace treaty, and 
expressed hope that the two 
sides would, in the coming 
few years, implement them 
and embark on joint invest- 
ments. 

“I hope that the coming 
era will witness development 
in the social, economic and 
security fields,” he added. 

He said the agreements be- 
tween the two sides will be of 
benefit to all the parties in 
the peace process. 

“I believe that we achieved 
a great benefit by overcoming 
the barriers of the past and to 
plan for the future,” he 
added. 

He told his interviewer that 
Jordanian professional asso- 
ciations had reservations ab- 
out normalisation of relations 
with Israel as they still adhere 


to their declared stands with 
regard to comprehensive 
solutions. 

But, he said, the majority 
supports the peace process as 
it opens up new avenues for 
cooperation wifh the world. 

He said Jordanians, 
Palestinians and Israelis were 
seeking to ensure the restora- 
tion of all parties’ rights. He 
said one has to be patient 
with sceptics. 

In reply to a question ab- 
out Jordan's hopes’frora the 
Amman economic confer- 
ence, the Prince said that the 
participation of 63 nations in 
the event was clear evidence 
that the world community 
was interested in seeing the 
regional countries pursuing 
the drive towards peace. 

Agreements reached be- 
tween Jordan, Israel and die 
Palestinians concerning va- 
rious fields represent positive 

(Continued oh page 7) 


Jordan, Israel sign police 
trade, agriculture accords 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

JORDAN AND ISRAEL on 
Tuesday signed an agreement 
on security issues and coop- 
eration between law enforce- 
ment agencies. It was the first 
of three accords to be signed 
by the two sides this week as 
part of more than 20 agree- 
ments called for in the Oct. 
26 Jordan-Israel peace treaty. 

Tuesday's accord was 
signed at Beit Gabriel on the 
shores of Lake Tiberias in 
northern Israel by Interior 
Minister Salameh Hammad, 
whose ministry is directly in 
charge of police, and Israeli 
Police Minister Moshe Shah- 
al. 

Following the signing cere- 
mony, bom ministers de- 


scribed the accord very signi- 
ficant in that it provides close 
interaction between the 
police forces of the two sides 
in fighting drug trafficking 
and abuse and crimes. 

It is the first agreement in 
police affairs between Israel 
and an Arab country. Egypt, 
which signed a peace accord 
with Israel in 1978, does not 
have a similar agreement. 

According to police Major- 
General Mohammad Tarazi, 
the agreement covers coop- 
eration in the fight against 
drug trafficking, investigating 
cases of murder, fraud, 
forgeiy, theft of artefacts and 
other 'fraudulent acts and in 
forensic science and ex- 
change of expertise. 

The accord does not cover 
extradition since it is a judi- 


agreement; 
this week 

cial issue not a police matter, 
Maj.-Gen. Tarazi said. 

A telephone hotline will be 
set up between the police 
commands of the two coun- 
tries and a joint commission 
will start work in two months 
on implementing the agree- 
ment. 

Mr. Shaba! said at the sign- 
ing that "we will make every 
effort to prevent crime from 
prospering and drug traffick- 
ers from operating along our 
common borders.” Officials 
said meanwhile the ministers 
of trade from the two sides 
will sign a much-delayed 
agreement on trade on 
Wednesday on the Israeli 
side of the Dead Sea. On 
Thursday the ministers of 

(Continued on page 7) 


‘Magic World’ agreement not binding, 
did not cause any loss, government says 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment said Sunday it had in- 
curred no losses as a result of 
signing of an agreement be- 
tween the state-run Aqaba 
Regional Authority (ARA) 
and an American company 
under which a multi-million 
dollar recreation park was 
supposed to have been built 
at Aqaba. 

Without directly referring 
to a local newspaper report 
that said the “Magic World” 
company, which signed the 
accord that involved $130 
million in investments, was a 
fake entity with a $200 capil- ' 
al, an official statement 
issued after a Council of 


Ministers meeting said the 
agreement, signed on Oct. 5, 
was not binding on the gov- 
ernment since it had not been 
approved by the ARA board 
of directors and the Cabinet. 

"Magic World negotiated 
with the ARA to build a large 
tourism project and reached 
an initial agreement,” said 
the statement, carried by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
The Cabinet had not been 
informed of the initial agree- 
ment, which was in any case 
subject to an investigation to 
“ascertain the company's 
ability to implement the pro- 
ject” as agreed, it said. 

No contracts were awarded 
in relation to the project and 
“neither the government nor 
the ARA incurred any loss” 


in this context, it added. 

The agreement was signed 
by ARA President Fayez 
Khasawneh and Ma^ic World 
Manager Richard Ligon, Pet- 
ra reported on Oct. 5. It 
quoted Dr. Khasawneh as 
saying that the project would 
be implemented with the sup- 
port of the government and 
describing it as a impetus to 
tourism in Jordan and an 
effort to transform Aqaba as 
part of a “Red Sea Riviera.” 

Under the agreement. 
Magic World would build a 
256-room hotel and 200 
chalets along with an enter- 
tainment park on 400 dunums 
in Aqaba, Dr. Khasawneh, 
said then, adding that the 
company was to provide the 
funding for the project and 


the ARA was to soon offer 
shares to the public through 
the Amman Financial Maj- 
ket. 

Senior government sources 
Tuesday said that an Amer- 
ican holding firm, Makad 
group had undertaken a 
study to set up a public share- 
holding Jordanian company 
under the name JADCO, 
grouping Jordanian. Arab 
and foreign partners. Howev- 
er, the sources said, the prop- 
osed company had not so far 
been established. 

Finance Minister Basel Jar- 
daneh said that a “letter of 
intent” had been prepared by 
the ARA on the tourism in- 
vestment project on the 

(C o ntinued do page 7) 




China leaves door open 
for Iranian nuclear deal 


UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies') — Chinese President 


ties) — Chinese President 
Jiang Zemin left open the 
possibility Monday oat Beij- 
ing might proceed with a 
contract to build civilian nuc- 
lear-reactors in Iran under 
international supervision, 
Israeli diplomats said. 

In a meeting with Israel’s 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, Mr. Jiang noted that 
it had suspended its 1992 
contract to budd two reactors 
for Iran and assured that 
there was no security threat 
for Israel, the diplomats said. 

But, according to the 
Israeli sources, Mr. Jiang said 
that if Beijing did go 
ahead with the project, it 
would meet three cond i tio n s: 

— The reactors would be 
exclusively for civilian pur- 
poses; 

— The project would be 


the Middle East,” a diplomat 
said. 

U.S. officials said earlier 
this month that China had 
assured Washington it would 
not give or sell nuclear tech- 
nology to Iran, which heads 
the U.S. list of “terrorist” 
states 

The United States also has 
been pressing Russia to can- 
cel its nuticar contract with 
Tehran, but so for Moscow 
has ignored Washington's 


Balshakov visit delayed 


internationally supervised; 
— Beijing would guaranty 


— Beijing would guarantee 
that nuclear technology 
would not be transferred to 
third parties. 

Mr. Rabin and Mr. Jiang 
met on the sidelines of the 
ceremonies for the U.N. 
General Assembly. 

Mr. Rabin warned Mr. 
Jiang against going ahead 
with the project, citing “the 
negative role of Iran in sup- 
porting international tenor- 
ism and extremist groups in 


Russian Deputy Prime 
Minister Alexei Balshakov 
postponed a visit to Tehran 
for talks on the Caspian Sea 
expected on Tuesday, the 
daily Iran News reported. 

It said die visit would take 
place 10 days later, without 
giving a reason. 

Iran and Russia have 


The convention calls for a 
collective sharing of the Cas- 
pian’s natural resources, rul- 
ing out any partition by the 
five countries bordering it, he 
said. 

The Soviet Union’s col- 
lapse in 1991 gave rise to 
-three independent states 
bordering the Caspian, creat- 
ing a need for the revision of 
treaties signed in 1921 and 
1940 and 1940 between Iran 
and die Soviet Union on the 
sea’s legal status. 

The largest dosed sea in 
the world, the Caspian has an 
area of 430,000 square 
kilometres and borders 
Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan -and 
Turkmenistan besides Iran 
and Russia. 


joined forces to draw up a 
new legal status for die Cas- 


new legal status for die Cas- 
pian to keep its abundant 
resources from being ex- 
ploited unilaterally by former 
Soviet republics bordering its 
shores. 

Mr. Balshakov is to submit 
a proposal for an internation- 
al convention to govern the 
sea, Iran’s Deputy Foreign 
Minister Abbas Maleki said 
Monday. 


Meanwhile, Russian De- 
fence Minis ter Pavel Grachev 
will not visit Iran this year as 
had been reported, his 
spokeswoman said. 

“The minister has no firm 
plans to visit Iran,” Yelena 
Agapova told Renters. “He 
might go there but definitely 
not this year.” 

ITAR-TASS news agency 
last week quoted a military 
spokesman as saying Mr. 
Grachev had accepted an in- 
vitation from Ir anian Ambas- 
sador Mehdi Safari for a visit 
which was likely to take place 
before the end of the year. 



AGREEMENT SIGNED: Interior Minister Salameh Hammad fcei^>Md dmes^nd at a 

Shahal on Tuesday sign an agreement on cooperation in security affairs and fighting d gs 
ceremony held near Lake Tiberias (see story on page one) (Petra photo! 


Rabin and Qatari 
ministers meet for 
first time in public 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Police kill suspect in southern Egypt 


CAIRO (AP) — Police raided a hideout on a farm in 
southern Egypt on Tuesday, killing a suspected militant. 


Police said the man opened fire as police approached the 
hideout in sugarcane fields outside Sohag, an impoverished 


Light sentence predicted for UAE maid 


ABU DHABI (R) — The 'Ain appeal court would 
head of a United Arab Emi-. announce its ruling once it 


rates (UAE) appeal court received formal notice from 
said on Tuesday he expected Ms. Balabagan's attorney 
Filipina maid Sarah Balaba- that she had agreed to pay 
gan to face a Hght prison term the blood money. 

"for kfliing her employer when ^ Balabagan's 

a verdict is delivered on next IawyerSj Salman Lotfi, said 
week - her defence team would 

“You will hear a verdict on lodge the notice on Oct. 30. 


Oct. 30,” Sheikh Biy’a Ben 
Saliq, head of the A1 'Ain 
Islamic Sharia appeal court, 
told Reuters. “I believe it will 
be a short prison sentence.” 

Ms. Balabagan earlier this 
month escaped a death sent- 
ence when the family of the 
man she stabbed to death 
dropped their demand for her 
execution in exchange for 
$41,000 in blood money. 

A lower court last month 
condemned die young maid 
to death for the premeditated 
murder of Almas Moham- 
mad A1 Baloushi. It rejected 
her claim that she stabbed 
him 34 times in self-defence 
during what she said was a 
rape. 

Judge Saliq said the Ai 


“If the notice is filed on 
that day there will be a ver- 
dict,” said Judge Saliq. 

He said the foct that the 
family accepted the blood 
money would not influence 
the court’s ruling. 


“It could be a long prison 
term or a short one. It has 
nothing to do with the fami- 


ly’s dropping the death sent- 
ence... I think.it will be a 


ence... I think.it will be a 
short one,” Judge Saliq 
added. 


A short prison term could 
effectively mean that Ms. 
Balabagan would soon be 
free because she has already 
served 15 months in Al ’Ain 
prison during her trials. 

The appeal court had not 


been expected to return ver- 
dict on Oct. 30. But judicial 
officials and diplomats said 
the UAE, angered by an 
international outcry over the 
death sentence, was eager to 
put a swift end to the case. 

Ms. Balabagan’s death 
sentence triggered fury in the 
Philippines, reigniting out- 
rage that swept the country 
after another Filipina maid, 
Flor Contemplation, was 
hanged in Singapore for dou- 
ble murder in March. 

The Baloushi family had 
rejected several government 
approaches for clemency but 
dropped their insistence on 
the death sentence being car- 
ried out in exchange for 
blood money after President 
Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan Al 
Nhhayan intervened perso- 
nally and urged mercy. 

At her first trial Ms. Bala- 
bagan was convicted of man- 
slaughter and sentenced to 
seven years imprisonment. 
She was also awarded com- 


DOHA (AFP) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin met Qatar’s foreign 
and interior ministers at U.N. 
headquarters in New York, 
in his first such public en- 
counter, the official news 
agency QNA reported Tues- 
day. 

It said Interior Minister 
Sheikh Abdullah Ben Khalifa 
Al Thani and Foreign Minis- 
ter Sheikh Hamad Ben Jas- 
sem Ben Jaber Al Thani met 
Mr. Rabin on Monday on the 
sidelines of ceremonies mark- 
ing the 50th anniversary of 
the United Nations. 

“The meeting focused on 
the latest developments in 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess,” the agency said. 

Although it was the first 
public meeting, with . Mr. 
Rabin, Qatari officials have 
since 1994 held several 
rounds of talks with Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres, who last met Sheikh 
Hamad in September. 

Qatar said on Oct. 4 it was 
premature to establish di- 
plomatic ties with Israel 


Last year, Doha said it was 
ready to sell natural gas to 
Israel. 

It is involved in two multi- 
billion dollar projects to de- 
velop liquified natural gas in 
the North Field, with its re- 
serves estimated at 7.079 tril- 
lion cubic metres. 

These are the third biggest 
in the world after Russia and 
Iran. 


hideout in sugarcane fields outside Sohag, an impoverished 
region about 390 kilometres south of Cairo. The man was 
believed to be involved in a robbery of a bank and the 
killing of a policemen, police said. Sohag and other 
southern Egyptian provinces have been the site of a 
three-year campaign by militants to overthrow the govern- 
ment and ins tall Islamic rule. More than S40 people, most 
of them militants and police, have died in the violence. 


Israel cancels visas for Nigerians 


Qatar and the other Gulf 
Arab countries in September 
1994 lifted the indirect 
boycott on companies doing 
b usiness with Israel. 

In July, Qatar said it would 
open a diplomatic mission in 
the autonomous Palestinian 
territories, the first such step 
fr om a Golf Arab country. 


TEL AVTV (R) — Israel said on Tuesday it had cancelled 
visas for Nigerians wanting to make pilgrimages to the Holy 
Land because many pilgrims had stayed on illegally. 
“There have been cases of many Nigerian pilgrims who 
came and then stayed here as illegal workers. For this 
reason, visas have been cancelled," foreign ministry 


spokesman Ygal Palmor told Reuters. Mr. Palmor said the 
decision was taken recently but he could not give the 


decision was taken recently but he could not give the 
numbers of pilgrims or illegal immigrants involved. “There 
is an ongoing discussion with Nigeria on how to renew 

E ilgrimages under conditions that will allow visits to the 
oly places bnt prevent illegal immigration.” he said. The 


Oman, the only Gulf state 
to have officially hosted a 
visit by Mr. -Rabin, said in 
October it had agreed to 
open trade offices with the 
Jewish state, in another first 
for a Gulf Cooperation 


News Agency of Nigeria (NAN) reported this week that 
flying to Israel by Nigerians for Christian pilgrimages had 
been suspended after “defections” by some. NAN said 


hundreds of the more than 8,000 Nigerians already m Israel 
for pilgrimages were reported to have disappeared from 
“camps” and to have taken refuge in other Middle East 
countries. Mr. Palmor said there were no camps for 
Nigerian pilgrims. He said they artanged accommodation 
in Israel the same as other tourists. 


Council (GCC) co un try. 
The other GCC members 


pensation after the court con- .^though <*"*. pos^te to 
duded she had been raped. Mabhsh econonac relations. 


The other GCC members 
are Bahrain, Kuwait, Saudi 
Arabia, and the United Arab 
Emirates. 


1967 war grenade kills child in Port Said 


Tourism a potential goldmine for Palestinians 


CAIRO (AFP) — Tourism 
represents one of the few 
chances for Palestinians to 
earn money for their nas- 
cent self-rule, especially 
with the upcoming 2,000th . 
anniversary of the birth of 
Christ , a study here said. 

Tourism is “ one of the 
few opportunities that 
Palestine possesses at least 
in the short term to stimu- 
late economic develop- 
ment, create jobs and- 
generate essentia/ bard ex- 
change, ” British consultant 
Peter KendeU said in his 


report. 

“ Because of restrictive 
policies by Israel, the Arab 
tourism sector suffers a 


quantitative and qualitative 
disadvantage in comparison 


disadvantage in comparison 
to Israel's,’' Mr. Kendel 
said. 

But Palestinians can ex- 
ploit the continuing interest 
of tourists to the Holy Land 
“ located primarily in the 


occupied territories, ” espe- 
cially East Jerusalem and 
the West Bank towns of 
Hebron , Bethlehem , 
Jericho and Nablus. 

Mr. Kendel submitted 
the report at the 11th gener- 
al assembly of the World 
Tourism Organisation 
(WTO) in Cairo last week. 

“ With peace in the Holy 
Land and the advent of the 
2,000-year anniversary of 
the birth of Christ a signifi- 
cant increase in tourism is 
expected, ” the study said. 

But the study warned 
that up to 80,000 new hotel 
rooms were needed in the 
Palestinian territories and 
around 10,000 more work- 
ers are needed in the tour- 
ism sector. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) running 
the Gaza Strip and soon to 
take oyer towns in the West 
Bank, under the self-rule 
accords between the Pales- 


tine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) and Israel, bas 
its work cuf-out for it. 

Only eight people work 
at die headquarters of its 
tourism and antiquities 
agency set up in 1994 in 
Bethlehem. 

The study recommends a 
number of measures, bom 
Che creation of a model 
artisan village to a reorga- 
nisation of the PA "s tourism 
“ ministry ” costing more 
than 23 million dollars. 

Israel, which attracted 
4JS00 tourists in 1948, the 
year of its creation , is ex- 
pected to welcome 2.5 mil- 
lion visitors this year, bring- 
ing in 15 per cent of the 
country’s hard currency. 

Last year, 28 per cent of 
the tourists came for reli- 


particularly valuable asset 

But Bethlehem bas hard- 
ly any hotels or restaurants, 
the study said. 

Gaza and the West Bank 
"possess substantial re- 
sources for developing in- 
ternational, regional and 
domestic Arab tourism 


the study said. 

But the Israeli occupa- 


aous pilgrimage, making 
Bethlehem, the birthplace 


Bethlehem, the birthplace 
of Christ and the second 
most visited site in the Holy 
Land after Jerusalem , a 


tion has stopped Arab tour- 
ism investment in the re- 
gion since 1967 and has 
neglected its infrastructure 
such as roads and water 
systems. 

Without Israeli permits 
to build , Arabs own only 39 
hotels with 2,474 rooms in 
the territories, most of 
them in East Jerusalem, 
.compared to 65 Israeli 
hotels with 8,000 rooms in 
West Jerusalem. 

The number of Palesti- 
.nian tour guides, who must 
be licenced by Israel, bas 
dropped from 300 to only 


80, half of whom have all 
but retired. 

There are only 81 Palesti- 
nians tourist agencies, com- 
pared to 450 JsraeU ones, 
and there are 10 times as 
many Israeli transport com- 
panies as Palestinian. 

The only Arab company 
to be given permission to 
collect tourists at Israel’s 
Ben Gurion airport has lost 
its permit and there is still 
no Palestinian airport, 
although plans have been 
put forward. 

Gaza bas the only Palesti- 
nian beach, "but the best 
parts, more than 40 per 
cent, are part of Israeli set- 
tlements, ” the study said. 

At Hebron, where 400 
Israeli settlers live among 
120,000 Palestinians, cars 
from the territories can not 
enter the old city and visi- 
tors must announce their 
religion before entering the 
Ibrahimi Mosque. 


CAIRO (AFP) — A child was killed *»d another injured in 
the Seuz Canal town of Port Said when a hand grenade they 
discovered left over from the 1967 Middle East war 
exploded, the Egyptian daily Al Wafd reported Tuesday. 
Mohammad Al Sayed Mansour, 12, found the grenade in a 
pile of iron scrap near his school on Monday. When it 
exploded, it blew him bade 25 metres, killing the boy, Al 
Wafd said, quoting police. His schoolmate Sayed Rida * 
R amad a n was seriously injured in the blast, the paper said. 
Port Said, 220 kilometres northeast of Cairo, was on the 
front lines of die 1967 war against Israel. The two countries 
signed a peace treaty 12 years later. 


Kuwaitis seek forgiveness during solar eclipse 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) Kuwaitis prayed to be forgiven their 
tins Tuesday during the eclipse of the sun - despite a 
government message that the event was not a sign of God’s 
wrath. Mosques in Kuwait City broadcast prayers over 
their loudspeakers imploring God to end the hour-long 


Religious Affairs published a message on Monday saying 
the eclipse was a natural phenomenon and was not “a sign 
of God’s wrath. This is superstition.” The eclipse, which 
was total in South East Asia, was die first seen m the Gulf 
’in 15 years. 


At least 9 dead in West Bank crash 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — At least nine people 
died in the Israeli-occupied West Bank when a lorry veered 
out of control and smashed into a line of cars on Tuesday, 
police said. Two cars, one of them taking Palestinians to 
work in Israel, burst into flames Jtillingall their passengers. 
The Palestinian trade driver from East Jerusalem was 


among some 20 people injured. The crash near the Jewish 
settlement of Makkabim, 20 kilometres from Jerusalem, 


settlement of Makkabim, 20 kilometres from Jerusalem, 
prompted the Israeli parliament to call a special session the 
same, day to debate the high number of fatal road accidents. 
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warplanes 


Bahrain 
this week 


WASHINGTON (R) — TVs 
United States will tend 18 
F-16 fighter jets to Bahrain 
beginning this week to help 
face any threat to the Gulf 
from Iraq in the a b se n ce of a 
U.S. aircraft carrier in the 
area, the Pentagon said. 

The fighters will begin 
arriving in the emirate on 
Saturday for a temporary de- 
ployment after the carrier In- 
dependence left the area lan 
week. The Independence win 
be replaced by the carrier 
Nimitz in early January and 
the F-l6s will not remain in 
Bahrain beyond Dec. 31. 

The U.S. already has about 


200 air force warplanes in 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia on 


a tong-term basis to offset 
any threat to moderate Gulf 
states from Iraq and Iran, 
The new squadron will be 
made up of jets from Moody 
Air Force Base in Georgia 
and Shaw AF in South Caro- 
lina. 


“The deployment was 
based upon consultations be- 
tween the State of Bahrain, 
the U.S. and other states in 
the Gulf to cover gaps after 
‘the departure of a u.S. air- 
craft carrier from foe re- 
gion.” the Pentagon said. 

“The deployment win be 
temporary and wili last no 
later than Dec. 31." the brief 
statement added. 

The U.S. has sharply 


beefed up its military pre- 
sence in the oil-rich Gulf 


sence in the oil-rich Gulf 
since a U.S.-led military 
coalition defeated Iraq and 
drove its military forces from 
Kuwait in the 1991 Gulf war. 

But navy officials say pri- 
vately that U.S. budget cuts 
•have forced a gap between 
deployments of aircraft car- 
riers in the region due to the 
W gh cost of operating the big 
ships. 

Each of the big carriers is 
home base to more than 30 
warplanes and a crew of some 
5,000. . 


. a The Pentagon , currently 
has- enough weaponry' jtnd 
equipment to supply a U.S. 
armoured brigade stationed 
m Kuwait. Qatar has also 


agreed to accept equipment 
for a brigade, but Saudi Ara- 
bia has resisted accepting 
such American weapons. 

“The state of Bahrain has 


approved the deployment of 
these aircraft until the 3lst of 
December,” the official told 
Bahrain's official 1 Gulf News 
Agency, without saying when 


the deployment would begin. 

Last week a senior u.S. 
military official said 
Washington wanted to posi- 
tion 30 air force planes in 
Bahrain to maintain a regular 
presence in the Gulf even 
when the aircraft carrier 
which rotates in the area is 
there. 

A U.S. official in the re- 
gion said last Wednesday that 
two U.S. warships with cruise 
missiles had been ordered to 
stay within striking range of 
Iraq to cover foe departure of 
foe aircraft carrier from foe 
Gulf. 

'Hie USS Independence, 
which has about 70 warplanes 
on board, left the Gulf last 
Tuesday and will not be re- 
placed immediately, foe offi- 
cial said. 

Meanwhile, 13 ships with 
enough tanks and other mili t- 
ary equipment for more tha. 
20,000 troops were s till in the 
Gulf as U.S. forces main- 
tained the high state of readi- 
ness they have kept since 
August, foe official said. 
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Dtp. Amman 
Arr. rWiMca 
Dtp. Dmaacs 
Arr. Amman . 


MW n.m. every Monday 
5:00 p.m. ctoy Monday 
7:311 a. m. ewiy Sunday 
. 5:00p.m. every Sunday 


market prices 


Uppcr/kmcr price in Oh per kg. 


Apple 7UQI 500 

Banana 680 

Banana (Mukamnur) 620 

200 / 1» 

Carrot 420350 

Cauliflower 271VI7Q 

Cucumbers (large) 200 / 1 50 

Cucumbers (small) 350 / 25D 

23V 150 

£“nic 750/600 

Grap« 600/500 

Grape Fruit 2SV150 

Lemon 240/l« 

Marrow (large) 15W 100 

Marrow (small) 23U / 170 

Olives (green) 400000 

Onion (dry) 250 / f50 

Orange 500/400 

Pepper (hoi) 200 / 150 

PCPPW (sweet) 200/150 

Pomegranate 3MV26Q 

Potato 340 / 250 

SP«*«* 240/140 

String Beans 730/600 

Tomato 1 iQflo 
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His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, Tbesday meets with visiting Norwegian Bishop, Andreas 
Aarflot (second left) at the Royal Court The Bishop was accompanied by other clergy Grom Norway and Lebanon 
and Norwegian Ambassador to Jordan Tbve Kjjewski (third right) (photo by Boghos) 

Regent, visiting Norwegian bishop discuss 
ways to promote inter-faith dialogue 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent 
Tuesday conferred with the 
Bishop of Oslo, Norway, 
Andreas Aarflot who 
praised the role of the 
Hasbemites in promoting 
inter-faith dialogue for bet- 
ter understanding between 
followers of different reli- 
gions. 

Prince Hassan urged the 
bishop to help e limin ate 
what be called ‘Tslamopho- 


bia” and the stereotypical 
attitudes towards Islam. 

The Crown Prince asked 
Bishop Aarflot to join him 
in promoting the sprit of 
tolerance and understand- 
ing among nations. 

President of the Royal 
Academy for Islamic Civil- 
isation Research (AL al 
Bayt Foundation) 

Nassereddin Assad and 
Norwegian Ambassador to 
Jordan Tove Kijewski 
attended the meeting. 


Jordanian, Israeli, and 

, , . .. .. . f h 

Fren<sE^thletes 40 G 0 mpete 
in Aqaba, Eilat and Taba 


PETRA (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Prince 
Ra’d Ben Zeid. chairman of 
the Jordanian Sports Feder- 
ation of the Handicapped 
(JSFH), Tuesday accompa- 
nied 17 physically disabled 
athletes from France to 
Petra and the neighbouring 
Taybet Zaman tourist cen- 
tre. 

In a statement later, the 
Prince said the visiting del- 
egation, which represents 
this French Federation of 
the Handicapped Without 
Frontiers, will participate in 
a ceremony to be held in 
Aqaba Thursday to mark 
the first anniversary of the 
Jordan-Israel Peace Treaty. 

He said the ceremony will 


include sports competi- 
tions, the largest of which 
are a 1300-metre swim meet 
from Aqaba to Eilat, Israel 
between disabled athletes 
from Jordan. Israel and 
France (from the visiting 
team), and a nine-kilometre 
wheel chair race from 
Taba.. to Eilat. 

Prince Ra’d said the Jor- 
danian team last month 
held a 10- day training camp 
in Eilat to prepare for the 
meet. 

He announced that the 
three countries plan to 
make tins event an annual 
competition. Next year, he 
said, plans are to hold the 
events in France. 
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NOW HIRING: 
we are looking for employees 
\ hi the food, beverage 

/j — & hospitability industry 

V to bold excellent jobs in all positions 
/ } in Jordan & the Middle East 

‘experience required' 

-for more information, please call. 692050 / 691978 


TO LET 

FURNISHED HOUSE 

The ground floor, of a two storey-house, is to let. It has 
its own telephone, heating, water, electricity, garden. 
Consists of four bedrooms, study, four bathrooms, 
American large kitchen and large guest lounge. 
Location: 33 Dahranst. Umm Uthainah, near San Rock 
Hotel. 

Owner's Tel: 811107 


FOR RENT 

A Villa And An Apartment 

! Deluxe, fully furnished, telephone, 
satellite TV, with all facilities. 

Location: Abdoun and Swefieh. 

Owner TeL: 811053. 


Jordan Times 

684 311 / 699 634 


Bishop Aarflot who 
beads the Bible Society in 
Norway, met with mem- 
bers of the Institute of 
Interfaith Studies in Jordan 
to discuss the prospect of 
bolding more dialogues 
between scholars of differ- 
ent faiths. 

The bishop, who arrived 
here from Cairo Sunday, is 
accompanied by the Secre- 
tary General of the Bible 
Society in Norway and the 
bead of the Bible Society in 


Lebanon. 

He also met with the lead- 
ers of the Bible Society in 
Jordan, according to a Nor- 
wegian embassy spokesper- 
son. 

Bishop Aarflot beads the 
largest Lutheran church in 
Norway. 

He and his delegation will 
bead for the West Bank 
today on the next leg of 
their tour of the region to 
meet members of bible 
societies. 


Orthodox council expresses 
dismavatawardinEof‘peace 
prize’ to Israeli leaders 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
head of the Central Ortho- 
dox Council in Jordan and 
Palestine, Raouf Abu Jaber, 
Tuesday said be was dis- 
mayed at the presentation 
of a “peace prize” by the 
head of the Greek Ortho- 
dox Church in Jerusalem, 
Patriarch Deodoros 1, to the 
Israeli Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister last week. 

The patriarch and bis 
assistants at the Orthodox 
Cburch of Jerusalem do not 
represent the Arab Ortho- 
dox Community in Jordan 
and Palestine in their pre- 
sentation of these prizes 
because such action was 
taken without any regard to 
Arab national feelings and 
aspirations, Dr. Abu Jaber 
told the Jordan Times. 

■ “We demand that the 
Patriarch refrain from any 
similar actions which do 
not actually serve the cause 
of a just and comprehen- 
sive peace sought by the 
Arab nation,” he said. 

Dr Abu Jaber, who said 
the Arab Orthodox Com- 
munity in Jordan and Pales- 
tine currently numbers 
200,000 members, added 
that the bead of the cburch 
should abstain from involv- 
ing himself in political and 
other actions that offend the 
Arab feelings. He said the 


partriarch should restrict 
his actions and work to 
spiritual, cultural and pas- 
toral affairs and should 
direct his attention to the 
improvement of the com- 
munity’s schools. 

Dr. Abu Jaber said the 
church leader has neglected 
the affairs of his patriar- 
chate and ceeded its prop- 
erty and real estate, and 
tampered with these estates 
in the holy land. 

The patriarch's presenta- 
tion of the prize to the 
Israeli leaders earlier drew 
angry reactions from the 
community members in 
Jordan. 

Fakhri Kawar, a promi- 
nent Jordanian writer and 
Michael Sindaha, leading 
community member both 
attacked Patriarch Deodor- 
os' action and called on the 
Orthodox community to 
oust the Greek head of the 
church and replace him 
with an Arab leader. 

In a written statement to 
the Jordan Times, Dr. Abu 
Jaber appealed to the 
Orthodox Community in 
the region to introduce 
changes in the patriar- 
chate’s beirarchy and called 
on Arab governments and 
people to help protect the 
Arab Orthodox heritage 
and rights in Palestine. 



FILM 

* "Diamonds are Forever," at the British Council at 7:00 

P-m- ! 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Paintings by Salam Kanaan and ceramics by Najwa 
Annab and Margaret Thdros at Alia Art Gallery. 

•Paintings by Iraqi artists Nazem Hamed at Orfali 
Gallery. 

•Paintings by Iraqi artist Saleh Jumai'i at Ab’ad Gallery. 
•Paintings by Shakir Hassan Al-Said at the French Cul- 
tural Centre- Posters on Louis Pasteur's achievements, 
in science. 

*A Retrospective Exhibition of Sculptures and Drawings 
(1965-1995) by Mona Saudi at Darat Al Furtun. 


‘PNA asks Jordan to consider 
supplying it with oil products’ 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Palestin- 
ian self-rule authority has 
asked Jordan to study the 
possibility of supplying oil 
products to the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip after Israel 
hands over the territories to 
the Palestinians, Minister of 
Energy and Mineral 
Resources Samih Dar- 
wazeh said Tuesday. 

The minister said the 
request was made by 
Mohammad Zuhdi 

Nashashibi, minister of 
finance in the Gaza-based 
Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA), during a 
meeting on Monday. 

Mr. Darwazeh said Jordan 
stood ready to meet the 
request, but ruled out that 
the Kingdom might use 
Iraqi crude to meet the 
Palestinian needs at this 
point in time because of the 
continuing international 
sanctions against Iraq. 

Most probably, if the sup- 
ply arrangements are 
finned up, then Jordan 


would be buying and pro- 
cessing Saudi or Syrian 
crude and reexporting the 
derivatives to the Palestini- 
ans. 

In any event, Mr. Dar- 
wazeh told the Jordan 
Times, “the Palestinians 
have to resolve many issues 
before we could discuss the 
arrangement in concrete 
terms.” 

The minister noted that 
Israel was supplying oil 
products to the Palestinians 
and “they (the Palestinians) 
have to make arrangements 
for supply from a different 
source.” 

He said Mr. Nashashibi 
did not refer to specifics but 
“wanted to discuss the issue 
in principle whether Jordan 
could meet the Palestini- 
ans’ needs, and I said we 
were willing.” 

“Now they have to settle 
the issue of alternate 
sources of supply with the 
Israelis and then specify the 
exact quantity and type of 
products they want, and 
then we have to study bow 
best we could supply their 


Agriculture ministry to submit 12 
projects to MENA — official 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Agriculture has 
prepared 12 draft projects to 
be submitted to the Middle 
East and North Africa 
(MENA) economic summit 
which opens here Sunday 
hoping to attract investors 
and Arab and foreign 
organisations, according to 
the director of the min- 
istry’s agricultural policy, 
Walid Abed Rabbo. 

These projects include 
the de«elopmentvOf.L7 v 90ri 
hectares 'of arable' land ~ % 
Wadi Karak. in the south of 
the country, and a similar 
project in Tafileh Gover- 
norate, Dr. Abed Rabbo 
said Tuesday. 

Another project, be said, 
is the creation of free agri- 
cultural trade zones along 
the common borders of 
countries in the Middle 
East 

Still another project 
involves training of person- 
nel in modem farming 


which entails the applica- 
tion of advanced technolo- 
gy, the control of pests and 
cooperation among region- 
al or international organisa- 
tions involved in food pro- 
duction, said Dr Abed 
Rabbo. 

A proposed project deals 
with agro-mdastry and 
techniques to increase pro- 
duction. according ; .tq 
‘Dr.ABed RaBbfr .-tttootwdll 
‘jgpigsem the ;'Mitnsfry-oF 
Agriculture at the threenday 
conference. 

According to the director 
general of the Amman 
Financial Market and rap- 
porteur of the MENA 
preparatory committee the 
number of registered par- 
ticipants to the conference 
has reached 1,000 of whom 
30 per cent are from Arab 
countries. 
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Samih Darwazeh 

needs,” the mini ster added 

Mr. Darwazeh said Jordan 
bad enough extra capacity 
at its sole refineiy at Zarqa 
outside Amman to meet the 
Palestinians’ needs. 

According to Palestinian 
officials, the average daily 
consumption of oil in the 
Palestinian tenitories is 
estimated at about 30,000 
barrels. 


The Zarqa refineiy has an 
installed capacity to 
process lOO.OOO barrels of 
oil per day, and it uses only 
about 60 to 70 per cent of 
the capacity to meet local 
Jordanian needs. 

Mr. Darwazeh said that 
using Iraqi erode to supply 
the Palestinians is out of 
question in view of the 
five-year-old international 
sanctions against Iraq. 

Jordan gets 50.000 barrels 
of crude and 20,000 barrels 
of fuel oil from Iraq every 
day under an exemption 
granted by the U.N. Sanc- 
tions Committee. 

The Kingdom is the only 
country permitted by the 
committee to import Iraqi 
oil. 

United Nations sources 
said last month that a PNA 
request to extend such an 
exemption to the Palestini- 
ans was rejected by mem- 
bers of the Sanctions Com- 
mittee even before it was 
formally presented and dis- 
cussed. 
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A species of crop-devastating k>ctisL(file photo) 

Red Sea, Yemen locust problem is 
not threat to Jordan — ministry ^ . 


'Illiy*' imi.i-i M.il L|,.i|> 
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AMMAN "(J.T.) — Desert 
locusts which were spotted 
on the southern shores of 
the Red Sea and Yemen 
pose not threat to Jordan, 
the Ministry of Agriculture 
reported Tuesday. 

The director of the min- 
istry’s Agricultural Prod- 
ucts Control Department, 
Mazeu Kbasawneh, said 
that the UN Food and Agri- 
culture Organisation (FAO) 
commission for controlling 


the desert locusts in' the 
Middle East notified Jordan 
about the problem in these 
areas.but he added that the 
ministry is ready to deal 
with the situation should 
locusts begin to appear in 
the Kingdom. 

Jordan last suffered a 
locust problem in 1988 but 
dealt promptly with the sit- 
uation, and no damage to 
the country’s main crops 
areas were reported. 
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Efforts to spruce up Amman in time for the Middle East and North Africa economic summit reach new heights 
(photo by Yousef Al ‘Allan) 
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2 killed in alleged Indian 
firing in Pakistani Kashmir 


MUZAFFARABAD, 
Pakistan-administered 
Kashmir (Agencies) — 
Two people were killed and 
four were injured Tuesday 
when Indian troops opened 
fire near a disputed header 
with India, officials here 
said. 

They accused Indian 
troops of “unprovoked fir- 
ing” at Atbmuqam, a village 
80 kilometres north of 
Muzafiarabad, capital of the 
P aTrigtani - ariminifi tftrari zone 
of divided Kas hmir . 

The early morning inci- 
dent left two people dead, 
including a girl, and four 
injured, they said, and trig- 
gered panic among the 
civilian population in the 
village, located in the 
Neel am Valley along the 
disputed border. 

Some 70 people have 
been killed in the valley in 
various shooting incidents 
Involving Indian Border 
Forces since November last 
year, officials said. 


Ghnlam Rasod, a former 
state minister, condemned 
the incident arid pointed out 
that it coincided with the 
50th anniversary of the 
United Nations. In a state- 
ment here be called upon 
U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Gfaali to pressure 
India to stop the ceasefire 
violations. 

In Srinagar, India, security 
forces clashed with 
Kashmiri demonstrators and 
fired into the air Tuesday 
before arresting leaders of a 
protest march against die 
United Nations, witnesses 
said 

Yaseen Malik, president 
of the J amm u and Kashmir 
Liberation Front (JKLF), 
was hit on die bead during 
the protest and was carried 
away unconscious to a 
police station in Srinagar, 
they said 

Other prominent sepa- 
ratist leaders detained 
included Jawed Mir and 
Sbakeel Bakshi, both of the 


JKLF, and Syed Ali 
Geelani, acting chairman of 
All Party Hurriyai 
(Freedom) Conference 
which groups more than 30 
separatist organisations. 

^Malik and others were 
arrested for breach of peace 
and disobeying prohibitive 
regulations,” Kashmir 
Police Chief B.S. Gill told 
reporters. 

Clashes between stone- 
throwing protesters and 
security forces continued 
two hours after authorities 
prevented the barefoot 
demonstrators, who had 
planned a silent protest 
march, from leaving 
Srinagar’s old city for the 
local U.N. Headquarters. 

Srinagar is the summer 
capital of Jammu and 
Kashmir, largely Hindu 
India's only Musllm-major- 
ity state, where police and 
hospitals say more than 

20,000 people have been 
killed in a five-year cam- 
paign against Delhi’s rule. 


Leaders of the march said 
they were protesting against 
what they called the UJ'f.’s 
unwillingness to intervene 
in the decades-old dispute 
between India and Pakistan 
over the Himalayan region. 

Pakistan and many 
Kashmiri separatists say the 
U.N. is bound by resolu- 
tions dating from the late 
1940s to supervise a 
plebiscite to determine 
whether J amm u and 
Kashmir should remain in 
India. 

. India says a 1972 treaty 
with Pakistan made the 
issue one to be solved in 
bilateral talks. 

New Delhi controls two 
thir ds of Kas hmir and 
Pakistan the rest. India 
accuses Islamabad of train- 
ing and arming separatist 
militants spearheading the 
rebellion, charges Pakistan 
denies. 

Islamabad says it provides 
only diplomatic and moral 
support to the separatists. 


Rural China quake kills at least 27 


BEIJING (R) — A strong 
earthquake hit China’s rural 
but densely populated 
Yunnan province Tuesday, 
killin g at least 27 people 
and leaving many fanners 
homeless in foul weather, 
officials said from the 
quake-prone region. 

The tremor struck during 
a torrential rainstorm, 
adding to survivors* misery 
and making rescue and 
relief work especially diffi- 
cult in the rugged mountain 
province bordering Burma. 

Many people in stricken 
Wudmg and Loquan coun- 
ties perished when their 
houses collapsed in the 6.47 
ajn. 1 (2247 GMT Monday) 
Earthquake, which regis- 
tered 6-5 on the open-ended 
Richter Scale, local and 
provincial officials said by 
telephone. 

“Most were crashed to 
death in building collaps- 
es,” a Wading county offi- 
cial said. 

“The epicentre was in a 
mountainous area, not in 
town, so the damage was 
not as extensive as it might 
have been. Mostly we’ve 
bad single-storey buddings 
collapse.” 

Nearly 200 houses tum- 
bled in on their tenants, 
killing at least 27 and seri- 
ously injuring 66, a sd sino- 
logical official said from the 
Yunnan capital, Kunming. 

Casualty and damage 
reports were still trickling in 
from the hardest-hit area, a 
ragged but populated area 
some 30 kilometres west of 
Wading, officials said. 

Large but unspecified 


numbers of people were left 
homeless, prompting quick 
mobilisation by relief agen- 
cies. 

“The situation is extreme- 
ly serious,” said an official 
in the Winding 
Seismological Bureau. 

A small reservoir dam- 
aged in the tremor was leak- 
ing, causing concern for 
residents living down- 
stream. 

The earthquake severed 
communications to Wuding, 
borne to about 240,000 peo- 
ple, half of them- ethnic 
minorities and half China’s 
predominant ethnic Han, 
Xinhua News Agency said. 

Seismologists counted 
more than 200 aftershocks 
to the main earthquake, 
including seven with 
Richter readings above four. 

A Wading broadcaster 
said seismologists predicted 
further aftershocks, prompt- 
ing many residents to stay 
outdoors. 

“Almost everyone is stay- 
ing outside and only a few 
of us are staying in our 
offices,” he said. 

All schools closed for the 
day. 

Rescue teams were 

despatched to Wuding and 
Loquan from surrounding 
counties and from 

Kunming, about 75 kilome- 
tres southeast of the epicen- 
tre, provincial officials said. 

“I knew instantly it was an 
earthquake. I felt fonr 
shocks. I was horrified,” 
one official said from 
Wuding. 

“We are rather used to 
earthquakes because they 


happen all the time. But we 
all ran out of our buildings 
into the rain,” he added, 
estimating that the first 
wave of tremors lasted a ter- 
rifying 15 minutes. 

The earthquake jarred res- 
idents as far away as 
Kunming and parts of 
Sichuan province to the 
north, but little damage was 
reported outside the region 
of the epicentre. 

A 7.3-magnitude tremor 
jolted Yunnan’s Menglian 
region in July, killing 11 
people and injuring 136. 

The latest earthquake 
struck at a time of supersti- 
tious sensitivity about nat- 
ural disasters across China. 

In the past month, a rare 
“leap eighth month” on 
China’s traditional lunar 
calendar,' millions of 
Chinese have taken to wear- 
ing specially coloured socks 
or taking other precautions 
to guard against brashes 
with the supernatural. 

The last leap eighth month 
came in 1976, a year when 

240,000 people were killed 
in north China’s great 
Tangshan earthquake and 
Communist luminaries 
Chairman Mao Tse-Tung, 
Prime Minister Zhou Enlai 
and Marshal Zhu De all 
died. 

The current leap eighth 
month ended Monday. 

So acute are popular fears 
that the People’s Daily, the 
Guangnring Daily and other 
top official newspapers 
have taken the unusual step 
of quoting scientists to dis- 
count the dangers. 


Wilson endorses Dole for president 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
California Governor Pete 
Wilson Monday threw his 
rapport to Republican pres- 
idential frontrunner Bob 
Dole but said he would not 
accept the vice presidential 
nomination if Sen. Dole 
offered it to him. 

“Today I am convinced 
that Bob Dole has the char- 
acter, the experience ami the 
commitment to conserva- 
tive change to take the 
Republican revolution to 
the presidency,” Mr. 
Wilson, who recently 
dropped out of the race for 
the Republican presidential 
nomination, said at a news 
conference with Sen. Dole. 

Mr Wilson also said he 
would not accept the vice 
presidential nomination if it 
were offered. There had 
been speculation that Mr. 


Wilson was interested in 
being Sen. Dole’s -running 
mate if Republicans chose 
the Kansas senator to take 
on Democratic President 
Bill Clinton next year. 

California is the nation's 
most populous state and 
could be decisive far the 
1996 presidential election. 
It is also pivotal in the pres- 
idential nomination sweep- 
stakes since it will send the 
largest number of delegates 
— 163 — to next summer’s 
Republican national con- 
vention in San Diego. 

Mr. Wilson, who once 
served as a senator along- 
side Sen. Dole, said one 
thing that unites all 
Republicans is “our com- 
mitment to replace Bill 
Clinton’s liberal vacillation 
with solid Republican lead- 
ership." 


Mr. Clinton won 
California, and its pile of 
electoral votes, in his 1992 
presidential victory over 
incumbent George Bush. 

In his brief run earlier this 
year for the Republican 
presidential nomination, 
Mr. Wilson failed to attract 
the cash or supporters 
expected of a governor of 
the nation’s largest state. He 
withdrew from the race on 
Sept 29 with a $1.4 million 
campaign debt 

Polls showed him w innin g 
less than 5 per cent of the 
Republican vote in most 
states. And his presidential 
run hurt his standing in his 
home state where be was 
viewed as a man who broke 
a promise to voters not to 
run for the White House. 


Alleged Zapatista leader arrested 
in Mexico City, denies charges 


MEXICO CITY (R) — 
Mexican authorities, pour- 
ing cold water on advances 
in peace talks in the south- 
ern state of Chiapas, said 
Monday that police bad 
arrested the alleged founder 
of the Zapatista rebel move- 
ment 

Fernando Yanez Munoz, 
alias Comandante German 
of the Zapatista natio nal 
Liberation Army (EZLN), 
was caught in Mexico City 
in possession of weapons 


including an AK-47 rifle, a 
spokesman for the attorney 
general’s office said. 

Mr. Yanez, in comments 
to reporters after making a 
statement to authorities at 
the city’s Oriente Jail, 
denied the charges. 

“I have no links to the 
EZLN, though it would be 
an honour for me ” Mr. 
Yanez said. He described 
himself as a 51-year-old 
architect living in the north- 
ern city of Monterrey. 


In a statement, the attor- 
ney general’s office said 
Mr. Yanez was arrested 
Saturday and was being 
held on firearms charges. 
Two other people held with 
him were released without 
charge. 

Mr. Yanez was not being 
held in relation to an exist- 
ing arrest warrant issued on 
Feb. 8 , which named Mr. 
Yanez as a top Zapatista 
commander, it added. 


Kohl gloats 
over Berlin 
vote as 
Social 
Democrats 
fret 

BONN, Germany (AP) — 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
gloated Monday over his 
party’s election success in 
Berlin and ridiculed the 
opposition Social Democ- 
rats. whose showing was 
their worst in the German 
capital since World War n. 

Speaking at a news con- 
ference a day after the 
Beilin elections; Mr. Kohl 
said with a smile that “this 
is a good day.” 

Mr. Kohl said he was not 
disturbed that in the Berlin 
vote his Christian 
Democratic Union actually 
lost support: from 40.4 per 
cent in 1990 to 37.4 per 
cent 

And he did not appear 
upset that his junior coala- 
tion ally at the federal 
level, the Free Democrats, 
lost all their seats in the 
Berlin parliament because 
they failed to win 5 per 
cent of the vote. 

However, Guenter 
Rexrodt, Berlin party 
chairman for the Free 
Democrats, was so dis- 
traught over the outcome 
that he announced he 
would resign the local post 
while remaining econom- 
ics minister in Mr. Kohl’s 
cabinet. 

Mr. Kohl said be was 
pleased because his 
Christian Democrats 

emerged the strongest party 
in all of Berlin, which has 
regained its status as 
Germany’s capital and is to 
again become the seat of 
government by the year 
2000. The capital and the 
government were moved to 
Bonn after the Nazis’ 
defeat five decades ago. 

Governing Berlin for the 
past four years with the 
Social Democrats, 

Christian Democratic 

Mayor Eberfaard Diepgen 
offered another “grand 
coalition” to the left-lean- 
ing party. The Social 
Democrats said they would 
think about it. 

The Social Democrats 
won only 23.6 per cent of 
Sunday’s vote, compared 
to 30.4 per cent in 1990. 
That is their worst postwar 

showing in Berlin. 

Sunday’s vote showed 
that in some ways, the 
Beilin wall still stands. 

East Berliners gave 36.3 
per cent of their vote to the 
reconstituted East German 
Communists, now called 
the Party of Democratic 
Socialism, or PDS. 
Overall, the PDS won 14.7 
per cent, making them the 
thiid-strongest party in the 
reunited city. 

Many east Germans are 
drawn to the PDS because 
tbe_ party speaks out for 
their concerns over jobs 
and fair treatment in united 
Germany. 



United States President Bill Clinton (right) laughs with Russian Federation President 
Boris Yeltsin during a press conference after their meeting in Hyde Park (At r pnoio) 

Yeltsin calls press brainless 


NEW YORK (R) — 

Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin, who delights in 
strutting the world stage, 
did it again Monday, reduc- 
ing president Bill Clinton to 
helpless laughter with a 
flamboyant display of 
press-bashing. 

Glaring at reporters, 
growling into the micro- 
phone and gesticulating 
wildly after a su mmi t and 
lunch with Mr. Ginton at 
Hyde Park, north of New 
York Gty, Mr. Yeltsin said 
the meeting was a total suc- 
cess despite the press's uni- 
versal prediction that it 
would be flop. 

Mr. Yeltsin took obvious 
delight in having die last 
laugh in the latest in a line 
of unpredictable perfor- 
mances by the 64-year-old 
Kremlin leaden 

“Coming from my state- 
ment yesterday in the 
United Nations, and if you 
looked at the press repons, 
one could see that what you 
were writing was that 
today’s meeting with 
President Bill Clinton was 
going to be a disaster.** he 
said. 

“Well, now for die first 


time. I can tell you that 
you’re a disaster.” 

Revelling in the occasion, 
Mr. Yeltsin went on to tell 
reporters: “Your brains 

turned out to be useless.” 

Mr. Clinton first chuckled 
loudly, then his laughter 
turned to loud howls and 
soon he was doubled up in 
mirth. Putting his arm 
around the Kremlin leader's 
shoulder, he wiped tears 
from his eyes. Mr. Yeltsin 
turned to him smiling glee- 
fully. 

“Be sure that you get the 
right attribution there,” Mr. 
Ginton said in an aside to 
reporters. 

If ever a Russian leader 
had tried to render a U.S. 
president temporarily help- 
less, he could hardly have 
done better. 

Mr. Yeltsin took over the 
news conference, stepping 
in to field most of the ques- 
tions. coaxing reporters on 
with sweeping gestures and 
signalling to aides when he 
thought it should end. 

He even waxed lyrical 
about the summit venue, the 
picturesque mansion home 
of the late President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt — 


whom he called a “leg- 
endary personality”. 

Holding his hand to his 
heart, he said: “It is the 
delight of the Earth, the 
delight of the planet. 1 bow 
low to the workers at the 
Roosevelt Museum and say 
thank you for looking after 
this wonderful museum.” 

Last week, Mr. Yeltsin 
made headlines by pinching 
the backs of two secretaries 
in the glare of the world’s 
television cameras as he 
took his seat at a news con- 
ference with U.S. and 
Russian reporters. 

In Berlin for ceremonies 
marking the departure of the 
last Russian troops from 
Berlin in August last year, 
he appeared unsteady after a 
champagne lunch. 

Then he took up the baton 
to conduct a military band, 
shocking onlookers with an- 
impromptu performance. 

The following month, he 
failed to get off the plane to 
meet Ireland’s then prime 
minister. Albert Reynolds, 
during a brief stop on his 
way home from a summit in 
the United States. 


Paper : Powell will run for president 


LONDON (R) — General 
Colin Powell is expected to 
launch an all-out bid to cap- 
ture the U.S. presidency 
next month with a formal 
declaration that he will seek 
the Republican nomination, 
the Guardian newspaper 
reported Tuesday. 

The paper quoted 
unnamed Republican Party 
sources in Washington as 
saying the Gulf War hero, 
former chairman of the U.S. 
Armed Forces Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, was set to make his 
move as early as November 
11, which is U.S. Veterans' 


Day. 

His entry into the 1996 
race would give the 
Republicans a better-th un- 
even chance of dashing 
President Bill Ginton’s re- 
election hopes, according to 
the sources. If elected, Gen. 
Powell would be the first 
black president of the 
United States. 

The Guardian said the 
party’s upper echelons 
increasingly view the 
retired general as a saviour 
and are convinced be will 
declare his candidature 
before Nov. 23. 


It added that Gen. Powell 
has been emboldened by the 
runaway success of his 
autobiography, 1,550,000 
copies of which were print- 
ed in the first month, and a 
pop-star reception he 
received during his promo- 
tional campaign. 

Gen. Powell has been say- 
ing he would decide in 
November whether to run, 
either os a Republican or as 
an independent Polls show 
he would beat Mr. Clinton if 
he were to stand as a 
Republican. 


Eclipse leaves parts of Asia in darkness 


ANGKOR WAT, Cambodia 
(R) — The magnificent 
12ih century Angkor Wat, 
the world's largest religious 
structure, was shrouded in 
darkness Tuesday as a total 
solar eclipse cast a rare 
shadow across a swath of 
South and South East Asia. 

Millions of people from 
Iran to Indonesia stopped to 
watch the moon cover the 
sun. The moon’s shadow 
first crossed the sun over 
central Iran just after dawn, 
then moved across 
Af ghanistan , P akistan and 
northern India. 

The shadow, about 100 
kilometres wide at most, 
then flitted over Burma, 
Th ailan d and Cambodia 
before racing across 
Vietnam, northern Malaysia 
and Indonesia. The central 
point of the eclipse fell just 
north of the Angkor Wat 
Temple. 

Interest in the rare phe- 
nomenon was heightened 
by superstitions and fore- 
casts by Asian soothsayers 
who warned the eclipse 
could bring doom or disas- 
ter. 

At Angkor Wat where 
thousands of locals and for- 
eigners gathered with 
chanting Buddhist monks 
and dancers to witness the 
event, the eclipse was 
deemed to bring good luck. 

According to local folk- 
lore, which sees an eclipse 
as the moon eating the sun. 
it is a good omen if the sun 
moves away from the 
“bead” or top of the moon. 

Locals were heartened by 
the sight of the sun moving 


away from the moon’s head 
after nearly two minutes of 
darkness. 

In Thailand’s northwest- 
ern town of Mae Sot, 
groups of Buddhist monks 
and throngs of schoolchild- 
ren wearing special protec- 
tive sunglasses peered into 
the sky as a ring of bright 
light circled the moon for 
the brief 1-1/2 minnte 
eclipse. 

Hotels overflowed in Mae 
Sot on the eve of the eclipse 
with those unable to find 
rooms camping out in tents 
on front lawns. Restaurants 
ran out of food and petrol 
stations ran dry. 

The huge crowd gathered 
on the Thai bank of the 
Moei River began to dis- 
perse as the first rays of 
sunlight appeared from 
behind the moon around 

11.00 a.m. (0400 GMT) and 
daylight again replaced the 
eerie half-light 

“It was too short I wish it 
had lasted longer,” said one 
man to Ms friends.” 

* Pimchai Laimanee, 53, 
travelled from her home in 
northern Giiang Mai for the 
occasion. 

‘1 want to see it this time 
because next time maybe I 
won’t be alive” she said, 
noting sbe had seen the last 
total eclipse of the sun in 
Thailand when she was a 
schoolgirl in 1955. 

Life came to a near stand- 
still in 'major cities like 
Bangkok as people gazed at 
the sky, some looking 
through special glasses, oth- 
ers through exposed film or 
even sunglasses to avoid 


harming their eyes. Others 
were glued to live coverage 
on local television channels. 

In India, the eclipse dis- 
rupted life as millions 
stayed away from work to 
dodge its legendary ill 
effects. 

Streets in the Indian capi- 
tal and other cities were 
deserted and shops 
remained shuttered as the 
moon’s shadow raced 
across a 1, 800-kilometre 
long band stretching from 
the Thar Desert in the west 
to the Bay of Bengal in the 
east 

At the Taj Mahal, in the 
northern town of Agra 
which experienced a partial 
eclipse, about 2,000 tourists 
watched as the pearly mar- 
ble of the Moghul mau- 
soleum took on a steely tint. 

But heavy rain and clouds 
robbed millions of Filipinos 
of a view of the eclipse. 
Pakistani schools were 
closed in Sind and Punjab 
provinces to keep children 
at home during the eclipse 
to save children from any 
mishap related to the solar 
eclipse. 

In Bangladesh, thousands 
scrambled onto their roofs, 
sea shores and at a navai 
base in the Bay of Bengal to 
watch the last solar eclipse 
this century despite super- 
stition-related fears. 

Many people, especially 
women, remained indoors 
believing the eclipse was a 
bad omen and to avert 
feared termination of preg- 
nancies or foetal deformi- 
ties. 


Dreamworks to 
build new 
animation studio 

GLENDALE, California 
jAP) — Dreamworks 
SKG, the production com- 
pany formed by 
Hollvwood heavyweights 
Steven Spielberg, David 
Geffen and Jeffrey 
Kutzenberg, has reached a 
preliminary accord to build 
an animation studio Mar 
Los Angeles. The $50 mil- 
lion studio in Glendale. 15 
kilometres north of Los 
Angeles, would employ 

1,000 people, city officials 
said Saturday. The first 
public discussion of the 
plan is scheduled for 
Tuesday at a city council 
meeting. Calls to Dream- 
works 'for comment went 
unanswered Sunday. 
Dreamworks now houses 
its animation division on 
the Universal Studios lot in 
the eastern part of San 
Fernando Valley. Company 
officials have said they 
want to keep the operation 
in die region because it is 
home to many of southern 
California’s top animators. 

Queen, Beatles in 
macabre pop chart 
battle 

LONDON (R) — The 
Beatles and Queen are to 
battle for top spot in 
Britain's pop chans with 
singles by singers who 
have both died. Next 
month the three surviving 
Beaties are to release their 
first album for 25 years and 
it includes a song by John 
Lennon, shot dead by a 
gunman outside his New 
York apartment in 1980. 
Paul McCartney. Ringo 
Starr and George Harrison 
have added musical back- 
ing to the Lennon song 
Free As A Bird that was 
given to the Beatles by his 
widow Yoko Ono. Now 
Queen are to take on the 
Beatles with an album and 
Single recorded by their 
flamboyant lead singer 
Freddie * Mercury just 
before he died of AIDS in 
1091. Guitarist Brian May. 
giving details of the album 
Monday, said: “By the 
time we were doing it, we 
knew we would be on bor- 
rowed time because 
Freddie had been told he 
would never make it. We 
just cried to make the best 
use of him." 


Joke that fell flat 
grounds war 
veteran 

NEWCASTLE UPON 
TYNE, England, (.AFP) — 
World War II veteran Owen 
Pugh's joke to airport staff 
fell flat, leaving him 
grounded here instead of 
flying off to Cyprus to cel- 
ebrate his golden wedding. 
Asked if he had any electri- 
cal equipment in his bag- 
gage, Mr. Pugh replied, 
“No. just the Semtex,” a 
powerful explosive, where- 
upon the pilot of the Air 
2000 plane refused to allow 
him and his wife Mary 
aboard. It is patently obvi- 
ous 1 am not a terrorist at 
my age,” Mr. Pugh said, “I 
asked them to search my 
bags to prove 1 wasn't car- 
rying a bomb but they 
refused. “An airport offi- 
cial said the pilot did not 
want us on his plane and 
we were told to go home.” • 
The Pughs eventually got 
to Cyprus by a later plane. 

Woman averts 
rape by severing 
organ 

KHULNA, Bangladesh (R) 
— A 35-year-old Bangla- 
deshi had his penis 
chopped off while trying to 
rape a neighbour's wife, 
police said. The woman, 
Julekha, 30, gave the sev- 
ered penis to police near 
the port of Mongla and told 
them Ayub Ali had slipped 
into her hut while her hus- 
band was away, they said. 
“He was nying to get me 
for some time but unsuc- 
cessfully. Today he became 
desperate,” Julekha told 
police. “I pulled a knife 
from under the bed and just 
cut off his penis. I first 
planned to feed it to my 
ducks but later changed my 
mind.” Police said Ali was 
in hospital but gave no fiir- 
ther details. 
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Seoul says 
armed N. 
Korea 
spies kill 
police 
officer 

SEOUL (R) — Two me® 
described by Seoul offi- 
cials as North Korean infil- 
trators exchanged gunfire 
with Sooth Korean forces 
in the central town of Puyo 
Tuesday and a southern 
police officer was killed. 

The officials said one of 
the alleged infiltrators was 
shot in the leg and captured 
while the other fled into the 
hills. 

“The captured man con- 
fessed that he is an agent 
sent from North Korea in 
August, 7 * a Defence 
Ministry official, who 
asked not to be identified, 
told Reuters. 

State television news 
identified the captured man 
as Kim Do-Sik, 33. 

Three South Korean 
police officers were hit in 
the gunbattle and one died 
of his wounds, authorities 
said. 

It was the second report- 
ed infiltration by North 
Korean agents in a week. 

Last Tuesday, South 
Korea said a northern infil- 
trator in a frogman’s suit 
was shot dead just south of 
the demilitarised zone 
dividing the two Koreas. 
Another survived and fled 
back across the border. 

The South Korean mili- 
tary displayed the naked 
corpse of the alleged 
intruder along with sur- 
vival kits, .camera equip- 
ment, two automatic rifles, 
grenades and a frogman’s 
suit 7 • 

On Friday, .the Seoul 
Defence Ministry said a 
rifle and other equipment- 
was found near the border 
and was thought to belong 
to a third North Korean 
agent 

North Korea has 
denounced the reports as 
fabrication. 

A police officer in Puyo, 
a small town 140 kilome- 
tres sooth of Seoul, said a 
huge manhunt was under- 
way Tuesday for the fugi- 
tive gunman last seen run- 
ning into the hills . 

He said the two meo 
opened fire with pistols as 
a team of police and sol- 
diers approached them on a 
hillside. 

Police checkpoints had 
been set op on roads lead- 
ing to Puyo and two army 
helicopters were hovering 
over the area looking for 
the fugitive gunman, be 
said. 

Television showed armed 
troops flagging down vehi- 
cles and searching them. 

The police officer said 
fee two were spotted by a 
civilian at around 2:40 pm 
. (0540 GMT). The injured 
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gunman was captured 
about 90 minutes later. 

After the earlier alleged 
infiltration, the U.S.-led 
United Nations command 
attempted to lodge a formal 
protest with Pyongyang but 
was rebuffed by Noth 
Korean officials on the 
heavily-armed border. 

And South Korea’s 
Defence Ministry had said 
there would be strong 
countermeasures in the 
event of another infiltra- 
tion. It did not say what 

they might be. 

I n ' }l,llll Tj flsfc" Pyongyang accused 
tir fj Seoul and Washington of 
• , ul ^bricafing the first inci- 

hl .,.|V‘i *‘ 11 ''1 u n * dent in a lengthy commen- 
| .1 ' u ‘ - 'nV taiy in the official daily 

1 " * j - ^ ,• il^ Uodong Sinmun Mondaw. 

! 1 ■ . . il'. ?•* 1,0 “TU» TT ^I.J — 


Woni3^ jng 
rJp e by seV 
o r 9 a %i> 

-i’ 1J ^ 


Ki‘ l 


“The United States and 

: .-U-.I u,e ? ooth Koran author!- 

iiu- :»'ri 0 Ih ties invented another amt- 
’ tfu-isi V‘ lh DPRK ( Noith Korea) inci- 


hci 


\i- 1 ' *'" to armed spy’,’’ the commen- 

> ^iysaid 

: “The ‘incident’ is really a 


(It !* 1 

I, *D>. 


t t . N -uill' clumsy drama.” 

: kM H ,| - ,, ;' l * North and South Korea 

have beeu locked in tension 
since the 1950-53 Korean 
ji* War aided in a shaky truce 


IH’"-' 1 ' ... lK-l‘ J I ^ 

•ill * ,n , IfCV 


pIjiuh'i 1 broken by frequent armed 

Ihu-^y .U dashes - 

|,.t :- J ' 



Chinese President Jiang Zemin (left) laughs with former U.S. Secretary of State 
Henry Kisanger during a luncheon in New York (AFP photo) 

Independence of Taiwan 
could mean war, Jiang says 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The dispute over islands in 
fee South China Sea can be 
resolved peacefully, China’s 
president said in an inter- 
view broadcast Monday, but 
he said interference with 
China’s claim to Taiwan 
could lead to “the military 
option.” 

President Jiang Zemin 
said the primary issue at his 
meeting wife President Bill 
Clinton Tuesday will be 
Taiwan. The two leaders are 
meeting in New York dur- 
ing 50th anniversary obser- 
vances of the United 
Nations. 

Mr. Jiang, interviewed for 
the MacNeil-Lehrer News 
Hour, said China’s military, 
including a rapid-reaction 
force, is only for national 
defence and fee country has 
“no intention whatsoever of 
battling with other coun- 
tries.” 

Mr. Jiang told MacNeil- 
Lehrer correspondent 


Elizabeth Farnsworth that 
. Taiwan is the main issue be 
will take up with Mr. 
Clinton. Asked if war would 
be fee inevitable result if 
Taiwan sought indepen- 
dence, fee president replied: 

“I believe fee answer to 
your question is affirma- 
tive.” 

China favours peaceful 
reunification with Taiwan 
“on the basis of one coun- 
try, two systems,” Ml Jiang 
said, warning, however, that 
if there is pressure for 
Taiwan to seek indepen- 
dence, “1 believe then one 
cannot rule out fee military 
option.” 

Mr. Jiang said it would be 
“folly” for the United Stales 
to revive a containment pol- 
icy toward China, be assert- 
ed, because rather than a 
threat, China’s growing 
strength “will make for sta- 
bility in fee world.” 

The containment policy 
goes back to the World War 


II postwar period, when the 
Chinese Communists cap- 
tured the mainland and 
forced the Chinese 
Nationalist government to 
retreat to ofikhore Taiwan. 
The United States sought to 
isolate Beijing until 1979, 
then switched official U.S. 
Recognition to the Peoples 
Republic while continuing 
trade, military and cultural 
ties wife Taiwan on an 
unofficial basis. 

Ml Jiang also said the 
Chinese “hope in fee future 
there will be no reoccur- 
rence of such an incident” 
as the private visit to 
Cornell University last 
spring by Taiwan President 
Lee Teng-Hui. 

Accusing Beijing of over- 
reacting to Mr. Lee’s trip, 
the Clinton administration 
has refused to ban future 
U.S. visits by Taiwan lead- 
ers but declared if any occur 
they would be infrequent 
and private. 


Castro: Cuba will not embrace capitalism 


NEW YORK (R j — Cuban 
President Fidel Castro said 
Monday Cuba would never 
dump communism and 
embrace capitalism, even if 
the United States were to 
lift a crippling trade embar- 
go on the island. 

But Mr. Castro, speaking 
00 U.S. television while 
attending U.N. 50th 
anniversary celebrations in 
New York, admitted that 
Cuban society was too 
paternalistic” and had to 
learn from capitalist effi- 
ciency. 

“We only need to leant a 
little bit more about capital- 
ism in order to be more effi- 
cient We have to be less 
paternalistic,” he told CBS 
television’s Dan Rather in 
an interview. 

“Onr country would never 
go back to capitalism. At 
least today, in this era, peo- 
ple 1 know do not want cap- 
italism,” be said. 

Ml Castro later told NBC 
night ly news that Cuba 
would not adopt political 
reforms in return for the lift- 
ing of the embargo fee 
United States has enforced 
on the Caribbean island for 
34 years. 

“As a principle we would 
not accept any political pre- 
conditions feat might affect 


the sovereignty and inde- 
pendence of our country,” 
he said. 

‘Things feat have to do 
wife onr domestic policy, 
wife our internal affairs 
would not be under discus- 
sion ” he added. 

Mr. Castro has used his 
third visit to fee United 
States since he came to 
power in 1959 to step up his 
efforts to free Cuba from 
fee U.S. embargo, which a 
Republican-controlled 
Congress in Washington is 
planning to tighten. 

The Cuban leader, who is 
in New York attending 50th 
anniversary celebrations at 
fee United Nations, 
addressed U.S. businesmen 
and policy-makers Monday 
at luncheon hosted for him 
by die Council on Foreign 
Relations, a private think- 
tank of businessmen and 
diplomats. 

But participants said his 
words were unlikely to be 
rewarded by a lifting of fee 
U.S. embargo. 

“The majority inside felt it 
was good but that’s not 
going to change anybody’s 
mind outside,” said Wayne 
Smith, former head of the 
U.S. diplomatic interests 
office in Havana, who was 
jeered by a group of 50 anti- 


Castro protesters as he left 
fee lunch. 

Former U.S. Defence 
Secretary and World Bank 
President Robert 

McNamara, publisher 

Mortimer Zuckerman, head 
of CBS television Laurence 
Tisch and Cuban-American 
« investment banker Mario 
Baeza were among those 
who attended. 

All four declined to pro- 
vide details of Mr. Castro’s 
speech, citing their pledge 
of confidentiality to fee 
oiganisersu 

Ml Castro denounced the 
embargo in his speech to the 
U.N. General Assembly 
Sunday, calling it a “noise- 
less atomic bomb which 
kills men. women and chil- 
dren, young and old.” 

In a speech to supporters 
in Harlem Sunday night, 
Mr. Castro said he had 
dined with U.S. business- 
men at the house of a 
wealthy American family 
Saturday and they bad 
favoured ending the embar- 
go- 

“They understand feat fee 
blockade is obsolete and 
many businessmen are 
opposed to it,” he said at the 
Abyssinian Baptist Church 
in Harlem. 


Japan starts 1st trial for gas attack 

TOKYO (R) — The first 
trial of a colt member for 
Tokyo’s subway attack 
started Tuesday, when fee 
sect founder’s doctor admit- 
ted making nerve gas and 
prosecutors called fee atroc- 
ity a plot to. bead off a 
police investigation. 

While ^mitrin g making 
fee sarin gas, Tomomasa 
Nakagawa pleaded not 
guilty to murder and 
attempted murder charges 
stemming from fee March 
20 attack, which killed 11 
people and made thousands 

of passengers iD. 

He is also on trial for the 
murder of a rebel follower. 

About 5,000 people 
queued for 56 public seats 
in the drab courtroom to the 
first trial directly linked to 
an attack feat kept Japan in 
near panic for months. 

Neariy all seats went to 
trews organisations which 
hired hundreds of students 
to get lottery numbers 
Hwifting admission so they 
could have more than tire 40 
media places allocated. 

Dr. Nakagawa, 32. per- 


sonal physician to Sboko 
A Sahara, gum of the Aum 
Shinn Kyo (Aum supreme 
Troth sect), told the three- 
judge court be made the 
sarin at a laboratory in the 
sect headquarters near 
Mount Fnji, about 100 kilo- 
metres west of Tokyo, but 
was not aware there was a 
plan to use it. 

Japan has no jury trials 
and judges pass verdict and 
sentence. The maximum 
penalty for murder is death 
by hanging. Dl 
Nakagawa’s testimony was 
expected to have a major 
bearing on Asahara’s trial. 
That is scheduled to open 
Thursday, unless it is 
delayed by a min or car acci- 
dent involving his sole 
lawyer, who is suffering 
from whiplash. 

The guru has been 
accused of masterminding 
the subway attack and will 
also be tried for murder and 
attempted murder wife the 
prosecution’s case expected 
to almost mirror details 
revealed in Tokyo District 
Court’s Room 104 Tbesday. 


Asahara’s lawyer Shoji 
Yokoyama said last week 
feat fee bearded gum plans 
to plead not guilty, arguing 
he was also not aware of 
what his followers planned. 

Dl Nakagawa said that 
was not the case. 

“Asahara ordered the pro- 
duction of sarin in mid- 
March,” he told the court 
“There is no mistake in 
fee fact feat I produced the 
sarin and that I sealed tire 
liquid in plastic bags.” he 
said 

“(But) I was not aware of 
a conspiracy to release the 
gas, although 1 knew sarin 
was a dangerous chemical.” 
Dl Nakagawa’s lawyer 
said his client admitted he 
was involved in the murders 
but only as an accessory. 
The lawyer asked fee court 
to reduce the charges to 
accessory to murder. 

Dl Nakagawa also admit- 
ted he was involved in fee 
strangulation of a rebel fol- 
lower Kotaro Ochida, a sep- 
arate murder charge against 
him, but said he played only 
a minor role. 
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Sri Lanka troops engage 
rebel Jaffna City vanguard 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri 
Jankan troops preparing for 
fee final thrust on tire Tamil 
rebel-held north fought a 
big battie against rebels pro- 
tecting fee approaches to 
their prized Jaffna City, the 
military said Tuesday. 

The battle, involving 
heavy artillery, lasted sever- 
al hours before dawn 
Monday. Troops finall y 
repulsed fee attack by fee 
Liberatio n Tig ers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) in Neerveli, 
tire military said. 

Eighteen soldiers were 
killed and 42 wounded in a 
battle in which an estimated 
30 rebels died, the military 
said 

Neerveli is just eight kilo- 
metres from Jaffna City, fee 
j ewel in fee nation fee 
LTTE hopes to establish in 
northern and eastern Sri 
Lanka, which it says is fee 
traditional homeland of fee 
Tamil minority. 

J affna is now almost with- 
in reach of an advancing 
army that is, according to 
diplomats, massing to 
launch an assault on it. 

Three army divisions with 
a combined strength of 
around 21,000 troops are 

4 wounded 

GROZNY, Russia (Agen- 
cies) — At least four people 
were wounded when police 
loyal to the pro-Moscow 
administration in rebel 
Checbenya opened fire on 
an opposition rally in the 
centre of the regional capi- 
tal Grozny Tuesday, eyewit- 
nesses said 

Participants in the rally 
told reporters feat one man 
had been lulled, but this 
could not be independently 
confirmed 

Reporters saw four 
wounded, people rsrr- Wo- 
men -and -two women- — -in ■ 
hospital. 

A crowd of up to 3.000 
people had gathered near 
fee ruined Presidential 
Palace in fee centre of 
Grozny to protest against 
tire appointment of Doku 


poised for the attack, one 
diplomat said 
“We can expect fee attack 
on Jaffna City after a few 
days to secure Colombo 
from guerrilla attacks ” the 
diplomat added 
But the military, which 
launched the offensive on 
Oct. 17 to recapture rebel 
territory in fee north, was 
cautious. 

“In tire near future, we 
might take Jaffna (City), I 
can’t tell you exactly 
when,” a military 
spokesman said 
An assault on fee city 
would marie the derisive 
phase in a war in which fee 
government says more than 
50,000 people have been 
killed since it began in 
1983. 

The diplomats said they 
believed fee struggle for 
densely populated Jaffna 
may result in a heavy loss of 
life on both sides, as well as 
among fee civilian popula- 
tion. 

But its value as a psycho- 
logical boost for govern- 
ment troops and a blow to 
rebel morale far outweighs 
the risks of provoking inter- 
national reaction against 


Colombo, fee diplomats 
say. 

The way to Jaffna, though 
by no means clear, is now 
s Lightly open after battles 
Sunday and Monday. 

A military spokesman said 
29 soldiers were killed in 
Sunday's battle around 
Palaly, a major government- 
held air base and headquar- 
ters of Sri Lankan troops on 
fee Jaffna peninsula. 

Troops on the ground put 
the rebel casualties in that 
battle at around 75 killed 
and 150 wounded, the mili- 
tary said. 

But the LTTE said in a 
statement fee battle, which 
started eight days ago and 
reached a climax Sunday, 
ended wife the army being 
beaten back by the rebels 
and withdrawing. It said 
only 13 Tigers were killed. 

The military says at least 
350 rebels and 76 soldiers 
have died in the offensive. 

With fee rebels pressed in 
fee north, they have 
launched attacks on civil- 
ians in the east and in 
Colombo in the south. 

“The Tigers are stepping 
up pressure on us to deflect 
our posh on Jaffna.” said a 


top military officer in the 
easL 

In the latest attack, the 
rebels killed 19 men. 
women and children in the 
hamlet of Kotiyagala in the 
east, survivors and police 
said. All 19 were from fee 
majority Sinhalese commu- 
nity, who make up 74 per 
cent of Sri Lanka's popula- 
tion of IS million. 

Sunday’s attack was the 
fourth on civilians in the 
east in two days. On 
Saturday, 66 people were 
killed in three villages. The 
victims included Tamils. 

Diplomats said the attacks 
may distract the military as 
troops near Jaffna City, and 
may also be aimed at pro- 
voking a Sinhalese backlash 
against Tamils in the south. 

Government concerns of a 
backlash rose after fee 
rebels staged attacks on two 
oil installations in Colombo 
Friday. 

Tie government was 
forced to put Colombo 
under curfew after troops 
fried in fee air to stop 
Sinhalese mobs from 
attacking Tamils near the oil 
depots shortly after the 
rebel raid. 


as police fire on Chechenya rally 


Zavgayev as prime minister 
in tire Moscow-backed 
Chechen government 

The crowd chanted slo- 
gans in support of rebel 
leader Dzhokhar Dudayev. 

Protestors told reporters 
who arrived at the sceoe 
shortly after the incident 
that police bad opened fire 
into the crowd. 

Meanwhile the speaker of 
Chechenya’s Soviet-era 
parliament will become 
head of fee Russian-backed 
government in fee break- 
away republic, a report said , 
Monday, citing Russia’s., 
chief- negotiator to peace 
talks. 

Vyacheslav Mikhailov 
told ITAR-TASS feat fee 
former lawmaker. Doku 
Zavgayev, would replace 
Saiembek Khadzhiev, who 


reportedly resigned 

Monday to take up a new 
post in Moscow. 

Mr. Khadzhiev has grown 
increasingly outspoken 
against the Chechen rebels 
since his appointment by 
Moscow earlier this year. 
Rebel negotiators have 
accused him of hindering 
the peace talks, which have 
been bogged down for 
months. 

Russian and Chechen 
negotiators in Grozny, have 
been working to salvage a 
shaky July 30 military 
accord That -calls for rebel 
disarmament and partial 
Russian troop withdrawal. 

Mr. Zavgayev, 54, was 
speaker of fee Chechen 
Supreme Soviet until it was 
dissolved by rebel leader 
Dzhokhar Dudayev in April 


1993. 

Mr. Zavgayev has insisted 
feat the former legislature 
be represented in fee talks. 

Moscow sent some 
40,000 troops to the 
Caucasus Mountains repub- 
lic last December to end its 
bid for independence, and 
installed a Kremlin-backed 
government. Thousands of 
people, many of them civil- 
ians. have died in the fight- 
ing. 

ITAR-TASS, quoting offi- 
cials in fee Chechen gov- 
ernment, -•fci-Said 
Khadzhiev had been offered • 
fee job of chairman of fee 
state committee for industri- 
al policy. 

Mr. Khadzhiev was 
unavailable* for comment, 
fee news agency said. 


Indonesia train plunges into ravine; 17 dead 


JAKARTA (R) — Up to 17 
people were kilted in 
Indonesia Tuesday when a 
train left (he rails and eight 
of its carriages plunged into 
a West Java ravine. 

Police in the town of 
Tasikmalaya told Renters 
about 250 people survived 
the accident when eight 
coaches and two locomo- 
tives fell into fee ravine. 

The official Antara News 


Agency said 17 people were 
killed and 86 were injured. 

Police in Tasikmalaya, 
220 kilometres southeast of 
Jakarta, put the toll at 14 
dead and 22 badly injured. 

Tasikmalaya police 
spokesman Nurasamsi said 
about 250 people on the 
train from Bandung, 180 
kOometres southeast of 
Jakarta, to Kediri. East 
Java, escaped unscathed. 


“I believe there were too 
many coaches. Normally, 
there .are eight coaches but 
this time there were 13,” he 
said by telephone. 

Antara quoted Yaya 
Subaya, chief of the 
Tasikmalaya Train Station, 
as saying the accident 
occurred 25 kilometres out- 
side the town. 

The agency quoted wit- 
nesses as saying coaches 


were shaking when the train 
entered a village shortly 
before fee accident. 

An official at 
Tasikmalaya’s public hospi- 
tal told Reuters 70 people 
had been treated there but 
only 29 remained by late 
afternoon. 

Transport Minister 
Haryanto Danuntirto and 
other officials visited fee 
accident site, Antara said. 


Amnesty hits continued rights abuses in Burma 


BANGKOK (AFP) — Am- 
nesty International Thurs- 
day called the release last 
July of Burmese democracy 
leader Aung San Sun Kyi a 
“positive and welcome 
step” but said the human 
rights situation in Burma 
still remained critical. 

“The military govern- 
ment’s actions this year 
amount to giving with ODe 
hand while taking away 
wife the other” the human 
rights watchdog said in a 
statement seen here. 

For example in mid- June, 
shortly before Aung San 
Suu Kyi’s release on July 


10, politicians Tun Shwe, 
Thu Wai and Htwe Mying 
were arrested for meeting 
wife foreigners and each 
sentenced to seven years in 
jail, it said. 

The freeing of Ms. Suu 
Kyi “was a positive and 
welcome step” by Burma's 
military government, it said. 
“However, fee human rights 
situation there remains n id- 
eal.” 

“Thousands of political 
prisoners remain behind 
tors, among them at least 50 
prisoners of consience,” it 
said. 

Conditions in Burmese 


prisons and labour camps 
also remain “extremely 
harsh,” Amnesty said, wife 
prisoners “subjected to 
beatings and other ill-treat- 
ment" feat have cost hun- 
dreds of lives. 

Human rights violations 
also occur outside the pris- 
ons, it said. Civilians in bor- 
der areas are at risk of arbi- 
trary arrest, while the army 
continues to force members 
of ethnic minorities to work 
as porters and labourers. 

These include thousands 
of Mods who have been 
forced to work on the rail- 
way being built in southeast 


Bunna, it said. 

The Burmese junta “has 
made some improvements 
in human rights, including 
fee reported release of over 
2,000 political prisoners 
since April 1992, the aboli- 
tion of military tribunals 
and the lifting of curfew 
restrictions,” Amnesty said. 

But “more profound 
changes” are needed, 
including the release of all 
political prisoners, the abo- 
lition of forced labour and 
portering, and an end to fee 
torture and ill-treatment of 
people throughout fee coun- 
try, it said. 


U.K. murder trial pieces together horrible riddle 


WINCHESTER, England 
(R) — The trial of British 
serial killer suspect 
Rosemary West is slowly 
piecing together the horrible 
riddle of 25 Cromwell 
Street 

The jury — and the rest of 
Britain — got answers for 
the first time Monday to key 
questions feat have been 
raised since police dug up 
the remains of nine young 
women last year at Mrs. 
West’s home. 

The mam unknown ele- 
ment — whether Mrs. West 
murdered seven alleged sex 
victims, a rival far her hus- 
band’s affections, a step- 
daughter and her own first- 
born child, Heather — is 
still unclear in a trial due to 
last three more weeks. 

But in taped interviews 
wife the mother of eight 


played in court, police 
revealed publicly for fee 
first time feat Mrs. West's 
curly-haired husband, found 
dead in his prison cell earli- 
er this year after an apparent 
suicide, had admitted to 

murder. 

“Your husband Fred has 
confessed to murdering 
your daughter Heather 
seven years ago on the day 
that she left your house ” a 
police officer told Mrs. 
West the day before the 16- 
year-old’s dismembered 
remains were found under 
fee garden. 

“What?” screamed Mrs. 
West, 41. “So she’s dead, is 
that right?” she added 
before bursting into tears. 

Then she said: “He’s a 
dead man if 1 ever get my 
hands on him.” 

Police told the court how 


Fred West took them back 
to bis home in fee western 
English cathedral city of 
Gloucester to point out 
where they would find more 
bodies. 

He also went wife them to 
fields near his childhood 
home where the remains of 
his first wife Rena and the 
family nanny were 
unearthed. The two were 
last seen in fee 1960s. 

Rose West denies murder 
and told police she was 
“totally surprised” to learn 
feat Heather had not in fact 
left home to start a new life 
with some money she had 
been given. 

The family had been split 
up a year and a half earlier 
when fee five younger chil- 
dren were taken into state 
care following an earlier 
unrelated police investiga- 


tion. 

Detectives told Mrs. West 
her children had spoken of 
rumours that their sister had 
been buried under the gar- 
den patio. 

Mrs. West, an ordinary- 
looking woman who would 
melt into any crowd, wiped 
away tears as a policeman 
gave an account in fee court 
in Winchester. 160 kilome- 
tres from Gloucester, of 
how Heather was found, 
bone by bone.. 

The prosecution says fee 
Wests were in fee crimes 
together and forcibly used 
unwilling young women for 
sadistic sex, killing them 
either for kicks or to stop 
them talking. 
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Israel tolerates torture 

WHEN EVEN Israeli Attorney General Michael 
Ben-Yair finds the methods of interrogation of his 
country's security service, the Shin Bet, unacceptable 
and illegal, then there must be something terribly 
wrong with .the way Israel goes about questioning 
Pales tinian suspects. Specifically speaking. Shin Bet’s 
resort to violent shaking of detainees, better known as 
“tOtuim,” has already led to a known death of a 
Palestinian this year. There may have been other 
fatalities that were left unreported. 

After accusing the state security agency of deliber- 
ately misleading the cabinet to win consent to this 
unlawful method of interrogation, by presenting 
inaccurate demonstration of the shaking method -of 
the government, the attorney general criticised the 
extension by three months of a special ministerial 
permit for Shin Bet to use harsh interrogation 
methods including violent shaking. “We will not open 
torture chambers to replace the gathering of intelli- 
gence,” Mr. Ben-Yair warned recently in an inter- 
view with an Israeli newspaper. “I am not willing to 
see every Palestinian youth with a black beard who is 
detained for questioning end up brain damaged,” he 
added. 

We hardly expected that the era of peace in the area 
would perpetuate the practice of torture and ill- 
treatment of detainees in Israel. Need we remind the 
Israelis that they are party to the International 
Convention Against Torture? It is obvious that the 
ministerial committee which extended the inhuman 
treatment of suspects beyond the original two-year 
period has not acquainted, or chose not to acquaint, 
itself with the provisions of the convention against 
.torture because had It done so it would not have given 
a green light once again to Israel! interrogators to 
shake violently detained Palestinians. 

Amnesty International (AI) was obviously too 
alarmed by Israeli indifference to international stan- 
dards that it had once again voiced Its concern on 
Monday. What AI is now targeting is the draft 
amendment to Israel's criminal code that purports to 
legitimise torture. This projected change in Israeli law 
would reinterpret the phenomenon of torture in a 
restrictive manner in order to exclude from its scope 
torture perpetrated during interrogation by police. 
This new legal construction would make a mockery of 
international norms which Israel is committed to 
observing and enforcing. 

Israel has always bragged about its democracy and 
respect for human rights. Instead of setting a good 
example for the region, it has, by its own admission, 
turned into a principal violator of human rights. 
Perhaps the Jewish state is also drifting to the 
proposition that the end justifies the means. If that is 
the case, then it is no different from the many 
countries which are paying only lip service to interna- 
tional human rights standards. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A COLUMNIST in AI Dnstour daily Tuesday 
likened the United Nations to the Arab League, 
saying both have aged and become obsolete. 
Mohammad Kawash said that the two organisations, 
which emerged almost at the same time 50 years ago, 
have shown more failures than successes and, most 
importantly, they have proved to be biased and 
under the hegemony of the United States. When the 
United Nations came into being, following the end of 
World War II, the world’s population became filled 
with new hopes for progress and peace, said the 
writer. But soon afterwards, the world organisation 
was transformed into a tool in the hand of the 
Western powers, which steer it towards their own 
benefits and their own selfish interests, he added. 
Now that the United Nations is 50 years old, it has 
entered a stage of senility and total impotence and it 
became completely unable to end international dis- 
putes, he said. The writer said that the United 
Nations has now been transformed into a platform 
for speeches and is serving as an umbrella for 
America's foreign policies. 

HILMI AL Asmar, editor of AI Sabeel Islamic 
weekly, criticised the Arab countries for failing to 
mend fences between themselves while working on 
removing all barriers that used to separate them from 
Israel. The writer said that before reconciling with 
the enemy, the Arab regimes ought to come to an 
agreement ovfer settling their own differences and 
reach a consensus on a collective stand vis-a-vas the 
Jewish state. Many people believe that it is unwise 
and illogical for Arab capitals to open their arms to 
the Jews while these doors are closed to Arab 
citizens, argued the writer. What is happening, he 
said, is total capitulation to the enemy and would not 
benefit the Arabs in any way. The writer said that he 
con-' ted a quick survey among the citizens in 
Joruu.i and found out that the majority supports his 
views. 




By Dr. James Zogby 




Arab- Americans emphasise their role in U.S. politics 


OVER RECENT years Arab- Americans have made steady 
inroads into the U.S. political system. And when the Arab- 
American Institute (AAI) convenes its 10th anniversary 
conference in Washington next month, its national leader- 
ship will reflect on both a decade of past success and a 
future filled with new challenges. 

The institute's founding in 1985 marked the growing 
awareness of Arab- Americans that the further advance- 
ment of the community required a concentrated effort to 
develop political power. 

1984 was the first year that Arab- Americans participated 
as an organised community in the presidential campaigns 
of both major political parties. The 1984 Reagan-Bush 
campaign established the first ever Arab- American com- 
mittee, as did the Jesse Jackson’s presidential campaign on 
the Democratic side. 

But that same year also saw Arab- Americans excluded 
from other national and local campaigns. 

With the founding of the AAI as a bipartisan electoral 
project, Arab- American Republican and Democratic lead- 
ers declared their intent to build on the successes of 1984 
and end political exclusion once and for all. 

The AAI founding event in 1985 was significant in a 
number of ways. It opened with an Arab- American leader- 
ship meeting with then-President Ronald Reagan. The 
conference also featured presentations by Senator Robert 
Dole (R-KS), James Abdnor (R-SD) and Dennis 
DeConcini (R-AZ). Most importantly the AAI conference 
issued the document “A Plan that Works” — which served 
as the institute’s political programme for the next decade. 

The plan was simple: increase Arab- American voter reg- 
istration; target Arab- American involvement in local elec- 
tions in order to build grass roots political networks; 
increase Arab- American participation in both the 
Democratic and Republican parties; focus Arab American 
community support on Arab- American candidates for pub- 
lic office; and bring Arab-American issues into the main- 
stream of American electoral politics. 

Although there is still much to be achieved, during the 
past 10 years Arab- Americans have recorded significant 
progress in all of those areas. 

In some communities, voter registration has more than 
doubled. 

For example, in Dearborn. Michigan candidates once 
campaigned against Arab- Americans — now they active- 
ly seek the community's support. Dearborn now has an 
Arab-American city council member and will soon elect a 
school board member. And in a recent election the Arab- 
American vote was a critical factor in securing approval 
for a new bond issue for the Dearborn school system. 

The number of Arab Americans in politics has increased 
dramatically. In seven states Arab Americans sit on the 
Executive Boards of their state party organisations. In 
1988 and 1992 Arab Americans elected almost one thou- 
sand of their number to state party delegate positions. And 
the AAI has established the Arab American Leadership 
Council, a vehicle which now includes over 250 Arab- 
American elected officials and party leaders, including 
dozens of high ranking judges and state senators and leg- 
islators. 

Arab-American access to government has improved sub- 
stantially from the past on both the national and local lev- 
els. In major cities across the U.S. Arab-Araericans sit on 
appointed boards an commissions and, in some communi- 
ties, receive grants to support Arab-American social ser- 
vices. And on the national level .Arab- Americans are 


national party leaders and have regular access to major 
branches of government. 

With five Arab-American members of Congress and 
Arab- Americans serving in the administration (there have 
been high ranking Arib- Americans in the past three 
administrations), the community now has leaders to whom 


be the Arab-American Senator from Michigan. Spencer 
™ candidates for the 

torial nomination - Senator Arlcn Specter and Pat 

“toe may ye. te mom. Other Republican^- 
Iengers have yet to finalise their schedule tor that week. 


administrations), the community now has leaders to wnom iengers conference. The institute’s 

tb^can bring dteir concerns and with whom they can gd Vice President AI 

"Ed finally. Ara^Americans have deveioped die exper- Gore to address tongues to 

hriT ”’ * eir L<sues into Ihe Amencm D0llBcal Dlam ’ A^b aSS poUrical activity- this year> conference 

will feature three unique and important sessions. The first 
will be the convening of the national organisation of Arab- 
American judges. There are currently more than c*l> Arab- 
American judges presiding in courtrooms across the coun- 

CC The conference will also witness the first national effort 
to form a network of the more than 7.000 Arab- American 
merchants who own and operate stores tn the heart ot 
many major U.S. cities. AAI has been working with the 
merchants in several cities, dealing with their relations 
with the African-American community, the violence and 
crime they face daily and the untapped econonuc and 
political power of this important group within the Arab- 

“Arab- Americans have learned that foe^ronference win host a discussion on the 

tViA nnlirfral nrnrp« in fth^ IT S J nm- question of Arab- -American identity. Arab-American !ead- 

tne political process m (me u.a.j pro ^ nationwide have complained in recent years about the 

vides an extraordinary opportunity to fragmentation of the community along religious, subna- 

nonal (and even village) and generational lines. The AAI 

secure our rights and improve our leaders felt a need to convene a national dialogue on the 
lives. It provides our community with “both 

the opening to act as a bridge between 
our UJS. home and our countries of 


rise to bring their issues into the American political 

In 1988, for example, after electing over 500 delegates 
to state party conventions and passing platform planks in 
10 state conventions which supported Pales tinian rights 
and the sovereignty and independence of Lebanon, 55 
Arab- Americans were elected delegates to the Democratic 
National Convention. This was the largest number of 
Arab- Americans ever to attend a national convention. The 
previous high was four. 

Those 55 formed a coalition with 1,200 other delegates 
and forced the Democratic Party for the first time to debate 
the issue of Palestinian statehood. They also succeeded in 


origin 




passing planks for Lebanon and against ethnic stereotyp- 
ing. 

Similarly. AAI’s efforts to raise public awareness about 
Israel's request for S10 billion in loan guarantees in 1990 
and its coalition effort to raise awareness of the dangers to 
civil liberties posed by the anti-terrorism bill this year also 
demonstrated Arab-American expertise in raising issues in 
the political process. 

And so it is after years of political activism and growing 
political sophistication that Arab- Americans will gather in 
Washington from Nov. 9-1 1 to address the new challenges 
faced by the community and to plot a strategy for the 1996 
elections. 

An impressive array of U.S. political leaders will head 
this year's AAI anniversary programme. Two Clinton 
administration cabinet officials are already confirmed: 
Secretary of Commerce Ron Brown and Secretary of 
Health and Human Services Donna Shalala. The Arab- 
American delegates will also receive a briefing at the 
White House and then the National Chairman of the 
Democratic National Committee. 

At least 12 members of the 104th Congress will address 
the Arab-Americans. including the five Arab- Americans 
in Congress and both Senate minority leader Torn Daschle 
fD-SD) and House minority whip David Born'or (D-MI). 

Leading the Republican presence at the conference will 


_ _ Arab- 

American achievements in 1995 and prepare tor the com- 
munity's involvement in the 1996 elections. 

This year Arab-Americans face serious issue challenges 
that require the community to respond. On the domestic 
side, immigration reform, the need for social services, the 
threat posed to civil liberties by the anti-terrorism bill and 
intra-communal relations in our major cities. On foreign 
policy. Arab-Americans will continue to speak out on the 
ongoing struggle for Palestinian rights, for recognition of 
Syrian and Lebanese sovereignty over all of their respec- 
tive territories, and security, stability and better U.S. rela- 
tions with the Arab World as a whole. 

Arab-Americans have learned that the political process 
in this country provides an extraordinary opportunity to 
secure our rights and improve our lives. It provides our 
community with the opening to act as a bridge between 
our U.S. home and our countries of origin. 

We have also learned that we can play a significant role 
in helping to shape the national debate on issues that con- 
cern us — and that we can best play that role by becoming 
participants in the political process. 

While there are those who still sit on the sidelines and 
insist no changes are occurring, a brief look at where we 
were 20 or the years ago compared with where we are 
today makes clear that our march is succeeding. Our plan 
is working. 

If we continue to grow in strength, register more voters 
and increase our involvement in the political process, the 
next 10 and 20 years will see even more progress. 

My invitation to those who wish to participate in this 
march, or to those who wish to support our programmes, 
is to join us in Washington from Novr 9-11 to work with 
us on our “Decision ‘96” programme. 



foreign policy concept evolving 


New U.S. 

By Carol Giacomo 
Reuter 

HYDE PARK, N.Y.. — 
President Bill Clinton's new 
use of emergency powers to 
strike at Colombia’s Cali 
drugs cartel reflects an 
evolving concept of U.S. 
foreign policy focused on 
updated assessments of 
security threats. 

Aides say his goal is to 
forge a link between 
domestic and foreign con- 
cerns that will strike a chord 
with an increasingly isola- 
tionist American public. 

“People understood dur- 
ing the cold war that, in 
some concrete sense, the 
communists were a threat 
to them, a real danger,” 
one senior U.S. official 
said. 

But in the post-cold war 
world, that threat of a spe- 
cific communist adversary 
has given way to often 
vague talk about a “new 
world order” that has left 
many Americans question- 
ing the necessity of overseas 
engagement. 

“Americans don’t care 
about the new world order. 
They care about the things 
that threaten now, and Mr. 


Clinton’s message is that he 
understands that,” the offi- 
cial told Reuters . 

The result is that summits 
with Kremlin leaders, such 
as the one with Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin 
here in upstate New York 
on Monday, no longer have . 
the dramatic, war-or-peace 
fascination for Americans 
that they used to. 

Hence the U.S. presi- 
dent, who is seeking reelec- 
tion in 1996 and has strug- 
gled with foreign policy 
during his first term, out- 
lined a different sort of 21st 
century global initiative on 
Sunday. 

In a speech at celebra- 
tions of the United Nations 
50th birthday, he focused 
on a drive against drug 
dealers, other international 
criminals and terrorists. 

“People are going to ask, 
‘why is Clinton the right 
foreign policy president for 
the second term?’, and the 
answer is that he under- 
stands the kinds of threats 
that matter to the American 
people,” the official said. 

At the United Nations. 
Mr. Ginton said he had 
used national security pow- 
ers to freeze assets of the 


Cali cartel, Colombia's big- 
gest drug-trafficking orga- 
nisation, and to stop U.S. 
companies from doing busi- 
ness with its front organisa- 
tions. 

He also directed his 
cabinet to identify nations 
that assist in money 
laundering and to warn 
them that unless they 
adhere to international 
standards, they may face 
sanctions. 

“Criminal enterprises are 
moving vast sums of ill- 
gotten gains through the 
international financial sys- 
tem with absolute impun- 
ity,” Mr. Clinton said in his 
speech. “We must not allow 
them to wash the blood off 
profits from the sale of 
drugs from terror or orga- 
nised crimes.” 

The U.S. argument is 
that terrorism, nuclear pro- 
liferation, drug trafficking 
and organised crime trans- 
. cend national borders, thre- 
atening the citizens of both 
developed and developing 
nations, especially open- 
market democracies. 

‘‘You can’t deal with 
drugs alone. You can't deal 
with terrorism alone. You 
can't deal with nuclear 


smuggling alone. So you 
need to be involved, you 
need to have a U.N.. It’s all 
connected to real threats,” 
the U.S. official said. 

Geography used to be a 
predominant force in fore- 
ign policy but has receded 
with technology and com- 
munications advances. 

“Nation states are still 
the most important actors 
in the system but now we 
■ have a whole plethora of 
other forces," such as 
multi-national corpora- 
tions, he said. “You begin 
to see the outlines of how 
one might think of foreign 
policy in-very very different 
terms.” 

The new theme of 21st 
century foreign policy goals 
has been evolving for nearly 
a year in weekly brain- 
storming sessions among a 
small group including depu- 
ty secretary of state Strobe 
Talbott, the chiefs of staff of 
the secretaries of state and 
defence and other officials. 

Still to be resolved, offi- 
cials say, 'is how institutions 
like NATO, the United Na- 
tions and the Organisation 
of Security and Coopera- 
tion in Europe will be trans- 
formed. 


Russian policy may 
remain if Kozyrev goes 
— analysts 


By Timothy Heritage 
Reuter 

MOSCOW — If Foreign 
Minister Andrei Kozyrev 
was forced to step down it 
would set alarm bells ring- 
ing in the West but it might 
not signal a major shift in 
Russian foreign policy, 
according to Western and 
Russian officials. 

President Boris Yeltsin 
said last week he was ready 
to back Kozyrev, 44, who 
has helped build bridges 
with the West but has been 
accused in Moscow of 
allowing Russia to be 
ignored in international 
peace moves on former 
Yugoslavia. 

Speaking last week 
before leaving for France 
and tbe United States, Mr. 
Yeltsin 'ippared to step 
back from his threat saying 
that Mr. Kozyrev’s perfor- 
mance would be improved 
if be found a good deputy 
to handle paperwork. 

But speculation seems 
bound to persist around the 
position of the Boyish- 
looking foreign minister, 
the longest-serving cabinet 
minister.Commentators in 
Moscow suggested that 
even if Mr. Kozyrev finallv 
went it would not brine 
about any immediate major 
changes in policy. 

“Kozyrev's departure will 
put foreign governments in 
a tizzy because they will 
take it as a signal' of a 
change in policy." a 
Moscow-based Western 
diplomat said. 

“But it need not mean a 
change of policy. The alter- 

native is confrontation with 

the West and I don't think 
any rational Russian would 
accept that.” 

Many Russian commen- 


tators agree, pointing out 
that Mr. Kozyrev has been 
a loyal servant to Mr. 
Yeltsin and has to a large 
extent followed his lead in 
■ foreign policy. 

“If he is right in what he 
has been saying, he has just 
been carrying out the presi- 
dent’s policy,” said 
Alexander Golts. a com- 
mentator with the Defence 
Ministry newspaper 

Krasnaya Zvezda. 

‘There would be no 
change in policv if he 
went,” said " Sergei 
Karaganov, deputy head of 
the Institute of Europe 
thinktank. “It (foreign poli- 
cy) has to be led by the 
president and his appara- 
tus.” 

Mr. Kozyrev himself has 
argued that the Foreign 
Ministry's work has been 
hindered by losing good 
workers because of the low 
wages the ministry offers. 

Foreign governments 
appear to agree that finan- 
cial restraints under market 
reforms have left him little 
room for manoeuvre and 
recognise the need to “sc 11” 
Russian policy to hardlin- 
ers and nationalists in par- 
liament. 

This, diplomats say, 
would limit the scope of 
Kozyrev's successor. 

Russian politics leave 
little room for manoeuvre. 
The problem is having to 
work in such as way as to 
convince the politicians 
here that you are defending 
Russian interests.'’ one 
Western diplomats said. 

In fact, they are inclined 
to bo a bit more flexible in 
talks than public rhetoric 
suggests. Some of their 
comments must be seen in 
this light.” 
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Israel, PLO snagged over 
Jenin withdrawal details 


JENIN, occupied West Bank 
(Agencies) — A day before 
Israel is supposed. to‘ start 
withdrawing from . tins West 
Bank city, Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 


der Major Genera? Gabi 
Ofir. 

Jenin Governor Hikmat 
Zeid said be expected the 
dispute to be resolved. 

“The most important thing 


nisation (PLO) were squab- is that the Palestinian police 
bung over details --including arrive in Jenin. It does not 

whether Palestinian police matter the way they enter,*’ 
can Wear uniforms and carry Mr. Zeid said, 
guns when they move in. A second dispute arose 
Palestinian police want to over the date for completing 
enter Jenin, the first West redeployment in Jenin, Israel 
Bank aty to be turned over Radio said. Palestinians want 
to Palestinian control under Israel out by Nov. 13, six 
an expanded Israel-PLO days earlier than originally 
autonomy agreement, armed agreed, the report said, 
and in uniform, driving milit- Israel is considering the 
ary vehicles, Kadoura Musa, demand, the report said. In 
an aide to PLO chief Yassser any case, Israel is scheduled 
Arafat, said Tuesday. to move out of the Jenin 

The first few Palestinian police station Wednesday 
officers are expected in Jenin and begin the transfer of au- 
on Wednesday, the official thoiides in the city. 

Foreign ministry director 
general Uri Savir agreed 
Monday that the army coold 
speed up its pullout from 
Jenin, the first of six Palesti- 
nian towns to be evacuated 
by the end of the year. 
“We may make an effort at 


‘ . ros ln the hean T start of the withdrawal, 

u . iHt-is u,»rkini. w,Ih .d although the bulk of the 

* M * in S with iheir rehr.^ 6 1.000 Palestinian police to be 
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posted in Jenin are not sup- 
posed to arrive until Nov. 14. 

Israel opposes a military 
convoy, which would drive 
through the West Bank from 


council to take place in Janu- 
ary. 

Special arrangements have 
been made for the flashpoint 
town of Hebron where sol- 
diers will remain to protect 
400 settlers living among 
120,000 Palestinians. 

The Israeli army earlier 
this month quit four Palesti- 
nian villages on the West 
Bank ending 28 years of 
occupation. 

An Israeli peace group 
urged Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin .to prevent Jewish 
settlers from building a shop- 
ping mall in the West Bank 
which the group said would 
sabotage peace moves with 
Palestinians. 

A settler spokesman said 
that a Swiss investor had 
signed a contract to build a 
5300 square-metre mall on 
the road to Nablus and that a’ 
committee under Mr. Rabin 
had approved the project. 

Mr. Rabin’s office said 
there would be no comment, 
if any, until the prime minis-, 
ter returned late in the week 
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year, under the terms of the 
initial Israel-PLO autonomy 
agreement. 

“The Israelis want them to 
enter m civilian dress and 
without weapons,*’ said Mr. 
Musa. “The way they enter 
Jenin is very important to us 
and we reject the Israeli 
proposal.” 

Israeli soldiers dismantled 
trailers at army headquarters 
in Jenin on Tuesday, and 
Palestinians decorated the 
dty with flags and balloons. 

“From the moment I was 
born, I saw Israeli soldiers,” 
said Khaled Bisher, 24, an 
unemployed physical therap- 
ist in Jenin. “I'll be happy to 
see some Palestinian police 
here.” 

Palestinian and Israeli 
officers were to meet late 
Tuesday to try to resolve the 
dispute over how the police 
enter the city . 

Mr. Musa said the dispute 
}| caused Palestinian West 
Bank police chief Brig. Gen. 
Haj Ismail to storm out of a 
meeting Monday with Israeli 
West Bank military comman- 


end of the Jenin withdrawal,” 
he said. 

“The redeployment will 
begin by setting up a coop- 
eration bureau in the Jenin 
district to oversee the transi- 
tion," Mr. Savir explained. 

“Then there will be a 
three-week period when the 
army will complete its with- 
drawal and during which civil 
powers will be handed over 
on November 5.” 

During those three weeks 
Israel will remain responsible 
for maintaining law and 
order, and only once the last 
troops have left will the 
Palestinian police take 
charge,” Mr. Savir said. 

The police station in Jenin, 
which has 50 men,' is to be 
transferred to the Jewish set- 
tlement of Mevo Do tan, 10 
kilometres away, at the start 
of the pullout. 

By the end of December, 
Tulkarem, Nablus, Qalkiliya, 
Ramallah and Bethlehem are 
also due to have been handed 
over to Palestinian control to 
allow, elections, to a self-rule 


‘UAE, Iraq to launch contacts’ 

(Continued from page I) 

send. Humanitarian supplies tier since August, is spon- 


are exempt from the embar- 
go. 

Iraqi officials crossed into 
Kuwait on Tuesday to discuss' 
with Kuwaiti government 
representatives the fate of 
more than 600 prisoners of 
war missing since the 1990 
Iraqi invasion. 

Tne two-day meeting, the 
third to be held on the ftron- 


sored by the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
with United Nations obser- 
vers providing protection. 

There has been no word on 
the outcome of the previous 
sessions. 

“We're hoping they’ll have 
new responses about more 
prisoners," a Kuwaiti official 
told the Associated Press. 
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Prince outlines expectation 

(Continued from page 1) 

A: Our educated work- the Journalists’ Associa- 

fbree is essential; it’s our tion, actively boycott 

best foot forward. Homan Israel, 
resource development is A: I find this rather sad, 

Jordan’s greatest asset. but the good news is that 

We’ve absorbed three, four we are beginning to focus 

waves of refugees, but our in-house on just what the 

approach has always been professional unions axe ab- 

assimilative. We’re not an out. Medical specialists in 

oil-producing country but Jordan, for example, who 

we’ve done relatively well might want to bold a dia- 

in terms of our human re- logue with theiT Israeli 

sources. counterparts, face the- 

So why should Cairo be bread-and-butter reality at 

considered more influential the moment of the strength 

just because there are more of their union. Maybe we 

people there? Or Riyadh, don’t have the strength of 

because it has more dialogue, we’d have hoped, 

v.ealth? Or Tel Aviv, be- but this has led to a 

cause it has “friends at tremendous soul-searching 

court”? Or Da masc us, be- on our side, regarding ffee- 

cause it is more strident? I dom of choice and so on. 

think Jordan can be pivotal Still, the number of visitors 

in showing that pluralism, on both sides has been 

when coupled with a de- most encouraging. Let’s 

gree of parity between hope, of course, that prog- 

comm unities, can lead to ress is made on the Palesti- 

peace and stability. nian National Authority 

Q: How hard is Jordan front so that the ostensible 

hying to win investment reason, (for Jordanian re- 
frain the Gulf? luctance to normalise rela- 

A: Politically, it is still a lions with Israel) will be 

rather slow and painstaking removed. Meanwhile, we 

business when it comes to are not being apathetic ab- 

the Gulf, though individual out the situation, 
countries, like Oman and Q: It is often said that 

Qatar, are being forthcom- other than in the tourism 

ing regarding specific pro- sector, the Jordanian peo- 

jects like natural gas. But pie are disappointed that 

Gulf reticence is not really they have not yet enjoyed 

related to Jordan at all. It's *the ,l fniits of peace.” What 
a trend born of domestic exactly are they expecting? 
concerns, such as oil prices A: An improvement m 

and so on. The sad thing, of their economic and social 

course, is that it was busi- conditions. But these are 

□ess as usual when it came related more to decades 

to the hundreds of bmions upon decades of a nowar- 

'/ si; m r n0 fir spe™ on weapons during no-peace situation rather 

Kl ' S mi f*' r l ^ e crisis — as than to die signing of a 

if if s' , ’y n. " opposed to die $45 billion . treaty between Israel and 

,Ml ' .jj .]% * v:l ' ’ijP estimated total cost of re- Jordan; to a public sector 
>l, \ . ± development from economy and a private seo- 

irc V ^ ^ “til the year 2000. tor that was unable to 

y’ 1 ’ ' , l Q: It is now a year since shoulder its responsibili- 

,t,K 1 .... 3 1 ' j Jordan and Israel signed a ties. The desire is really for 

dipl‘ ,|1, ’.o 1 nKf,! F* 806 treaty, but other the fruits of stability more 

Iran tourism, the nonna- than the fonts of peace, 

isaiion of relations has But unfortunately, there is 

een much slower than the this tendency to overbur- 

alace initially hoped. Pro- den the peace process with 

essional unions, including unrelated intangibles. 


Israel's Peace Now, Mossi 
Raz, wrote in a letter sent to 
Mr. Rabin on Monday: 

“The construction will 
sabotage the peace process 
and strengthen its opponents. 

I request you delay building 
in tne area and bring the 
subject to the ministerial 
committee (on building).” 

Several left-wing cabinet 
members sit on the ministe- 
rial committee and would 
likely oppose the project. 

Palestinian security offi- 
cials said on Monday they 
had arrested a ring of Arab 
collaborators with Israel on 
suspicion of killing at least 
two Palestinian policemen 
and one militant. 

Palestinian officers said 
those arrested had been re- 
cruited by Israel when it 
occupied the Gaza Strip. One 
said the killings,, after Gaza 
came under Palestinian rule, 
were an effort to destabilise 
the Gaza Strip. 

An Israeli army spokes- 
woman said: “We won’t com- 
ment on this because it has 
nothing. to. do with. us.’’_ 

Baghdad dentes it holds 
any prisoners from the Gulf 
crisis. It says it arrested 123 
Kuwaitis and other nationals 
during its seven-month 
occupation of the emirate, 
but claims it lost track of, 
them during the unrest by 
Shiite Muslims in southern 
Iraq that followed the Gulf 
war. 

Iraq has, however, re- 
turned the remains of a pris- 
oner who allegedly died after 
his capture in Kuwait during 
the occupation. 

Iraq has also given in- 
formation on where two 
other prisoners were alleged- 
ly buried in Kuwait. 


U.N. event 
draws 
to a close 

(Continued from page 1) 
failed. 

“The Bosnian government 
and army will not accept the 
division and disintegration of 
our country, no matter what 
packaging it may be served,” 
Mr. Izetbegovic said, speak- 
ing to a nearly empty General 
Assembly hall. “The divirion 
of Bosnia will lead to the 
continuation of war, im- 
mediately or later.” 

Mr. Izetbegovic and lead- 
ers of Croatia and Serbia 
meet Oct. 31 in Ohio for 
U.S.-sponsored peace talks. 
Rebel Bosnian Serbs* self- 
styled parliament voted Mon- 
day to demand the right to 
secede from Bosnia. 

The president said demo- 
cratic elections under inter- 
national supervision were the 
best way to bring peace to 
Bosnia. “We have heard nice 
and noble words on democra- 
cy, freedom and all that com- 
es with it,” he said. 

“Let us listen to what they 
are saying but let us ask them 
what they are doing,” Mr. 
Izetbegovic said of the Serbs. 
“As soon as they return 
home, unfortunately, they 
will continue their course. It 
is up to us to stop them.” 

Kuwait 
‘softens’ 
its position 

(Continued from page 1) 
said Kuwait would be repre- 
sented by Abdul Mohsen A1 
Hunaif, the Finance Ministry 
undersecretary, Bader al 
Humaidhi, director-general 
of the Kuwait Fund for Arab 
Economic Development, and 
Faisal Al Mukhaizeem, 
charge d’affaires at Kuwait's 
embassy in Amman. 

The officials said they 
could not confirm or deny the 
report. 


Jordan, Israel sign accord 

(Continued from page I) 

agriculture will sign an accord dan can export to Israel at 


on agricultural cooperation at 
Beit Shean in northern Israel. 

A draft agreement on 
transport, including civil 
aviation, is now under review 
by a ministerial advisory 
conncD, the officials said. 
They could not say when the 
review would be over and 
whether further negotiations 
were needed before the draft 
could be finalised. 

The trade accord will dear 
the way for direct exports and 
imports between the two 
rides under separate classi- 
fications of preferential treat- 
ment. It also contains a provi- 
sion on investments in each 
other’s territory subject to 
the recently endorsed Jorda- 
nian investment promotion 
law. 

The accord on agricultural 
cooperation sets annual 
quotas for produce that Jor- 


50,000 tonnes of fresh fruit 
and vegetables, 30,000 live 
sheep, 2,000 tonnes of cheese 
and 900 tonnes of olive oil, 
according to reports. 

The agreement also gives 
Israel the right to export to 
Jordan products that the 
Kingdom currently imports 
from other countries. 
According to Israeli spokes- 
man Ronny Hassid, quoted 
by the Associated Press, milk 
is an item that could lead 
Israeli exports to Jordan. 

“The peace is a good 
peace, but this has wanned it 
a little,” said Mr. Hassid. 
“This agreement helps the 
farmers of Jordan and hurts 
Israeli farmers a little.” 

Mr. Hassid added that 
Israel hoped the United 
States and Europe would 
ease restrictions on Israeli 
imports to counter any losses 
to Israeli agriculture. 


Jordan voices satisfaction 

(Continued from page 1) 

sments of peace which help can plan or decide the future 

em to build institutions and of tne other. 

inch cooperation, he said. The Amman conference 


elements of peace which help 
diem to build institutions and 
launch cooperation, he said. 

Jordan hopes that the 
peace era will help its people 
to attain a better standard of 
living, said the Prince, noting 
that the government had 
already introduced economic 
measures such as the reduc- 
tion of taxes to fight poverty. 

* The Regent said Jordan 
hopes to build regional 
mechanism like banks and 
regional centres for economic 
planning and consultation,- 
and to seek world help to 
develop the region. 

Prince Hassan said that the 
construction of the region 
could be carried out through 
understanding and commit- 
ment, adding that no party 


will offer the region a chance 
to present itself as a region 
where all ethnic groups and 
followers of different faiths 
can cooperate and live 
together in harmony and 
peace without any discri- 
mination, he said. 

As to Jerusalem, he said, 
he 'could not predict the sta- 
tus of the dry because the 
question of Jerusalem was 
left until the last phase of the 
negotiations between Israel 
and the Palestinians. 

But, he said, the dty 
should be open to the follow- 
ers of the monotheistic faiths 
since Jerusalem should re- 
main a symbol of peace. 


Senate votes to move embassy 

(Continued from page 1} 

House or the State Depart- should be the subject of the 


ment. (peace) negotiations,” said 

The final version of the Senator Joseph Lieberman, a 
Dole bill said that half the Democrat of Connecticut. “It 
State Department’s operating is our decision. It is an Amer- 


funds would be withheld if 
the embassy was not opened 
in Jerusalem by May 31, 
1999. 

It also earmarks S100 mil- 
lion in fiscal 1996 and 1997 
for construction of a new 
diplomatic mission in Jeru- 
salem. 

But in addition to allowing 
a series of six-month waivers, 
whfclh essentially render any 
deadline moot, the bill also 
departs from the tougher ear- 
lier version by dropping a 
requirement that construc- 
tion in Jerusalem begin in 
1996. 

Members of Mr. Clinton's 
Democratic Party joined with 
the Republican majority in 
the Senate to support moving 
the U.S. embassy to Jeru- 
salem. 


ican derision.” 

Senator Arlen Specter of 
Pennsylvania, a Republican, 
declared that the U.S. 
embassy should be located in 
“the capital of Israel, which is 
the custom for all our other 
embassies.” 

Earlier Tuesday, Syria 
warned that prospects for 
Arab-Israeli peace will be 
weakened if the U.S. Con- 
gress approved moving the 
U.S. embassy to Jerusalem. 

The daily Tisbrin, the gov- 
ernment’s leading newspap- 
er, said the legislation “will 
inflict gross damage on the 
American role in the peace 
process and might undermine 
the whole peace process.” 

Tishrin said that a derision 
to move the U.S. embassy to 


“Moving the U.S. embassy Jerusalem “means recogni- 
to Jerusalem will send the tion of Israel’s occupation of 
right signal not a destructive the city. It represents Amer- 
sagnal.” said Senator Joseph ica’s flagrant bias in favour of 
Biden, a Democrat from Del- Israel, 
aware. Tishrin singled out for 

“To do no less would be to attack Mr. Dole, who hopes 
play into the hands of those to be U.S. president when 
who have tried the hardest to the move takes place, 
deny Israel the fall attribu- Mr. Dole, said Tishrin, 
tion of statehood.” “should not seduce American 

“The location of the U.S. voters at the expense of other 
embassy never was and never people's rights.” - 


King meets Saudi leader 

(Continued from page 1) 


need for overcoming differ- 
ences in views and to work 
towards restoring normal re- 
lations. 

Petra did not give details. 

But the two leaders were 
expected to have discussed 
the situation in the Middle 
East region with particular 
focus on Iraq in the wake of 
recent developments that in- 
cluded the defection of high- 
ranking Iraqi officials. 

King Hussein and Prince 
Sultan were also expected to 
have discussed setting a date 
for a meeting between the 
Monarch and King Fahd, the 
impending visit of Saudi 
Foreign Minister Prince Saud 
Al Faisal and Saudi participa- 
tion in next week’s Middle 
East and North Africa 
(MENA) economic summit 
in Amman. 

Also on Tuesday, King 
Hussein met with the head of 
the United Nations Special 
Commission in charge of dis- 


firmed that his country was 
taking active part in the com- 
ing event. He paid tribute to 
Jordan's drive to achieve just 
and durable peace in the re- 
gion. 

The King also met with 
Deputy Prime Minister of 
Oman Fahd Ben Mohammad 
Al Saeed and discussed 
Jordanian-Omani relations 
and the peace process. 

King Hussein received the 
presidents of Lithuania, the 
Philippines and the Danish 
prime minister and discussed 
Jordan's relations with their 
countries. 

The Danish premier said 
that bis government had de- 
cided to reschedule Jordan’s 
debts to Denmark over a 
period of three years through 
the Paris Qub in appreciation 
of Jordan's endeavours to- 
wards peace and its resump- 
tion of the development pro- 
cess in the country. 

The King also met with the 


"“Sir:; Tf president of Tajikistan, who 

RnJfFlcen* extended an invitation to the 
mass destruction Rolf Lkeus, K - 

who briefed him on his latest 

c also expressed his country s 

findin S s - appreciation of the King’s 

Mr. Ekeus stressed that role in the peace process. 
Iraq’s cooperation with the King Hussein met also with 
commission would enable the the prime minister of the 
committee to complete its Netherlands, who discussed 
mission and alleviate the suf- bilateral relations, noting 
fering of the Iraqi people. that a Dutch embassy would 
King Hussein also met with be opened in Amman in early 
beads of Jewish groups in 1996. 

New York who voiced their On Monday evening, the 
appreciation and admiration King met with Algerian Pres- 
for his leadership, vision and ident Liamine Zeroual and 
efforts to establish peace in discussed pan-Arab affairs, 
the Middle East. The two The King and Her Majesty 
meetings were attended by Queen Noor attended a re- 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid ception hosted by President 
Ben Shaker and Royal Court Bill Clinton. 

Chief Marwan Al Qasem. The King also received 


King Hussein also held talks Prince Sidi Mohammad, the 
with Deputy Prime Minister crown prince of Morocco, 
of Qatar Sheikh Abdullah who conveyed to the King 
Ben Khalifeh Al Thani and greetings from King Hassan 
discussed with him the n. The King and the prince 
MENA summit. discussed the MENA confer- 


The Qatari leader reaf- ence. 

‘Agreement is not binding’ 

(Continued from page 1) 

southern beach of Aqaba, group, which showed interest 


The approval of the ARA 
board and its consideration 
by the Cabinet was a precon- 
dition for the project. 

In an interview with Al 
Ra’i, Mr. Jardaneh said the 
“cabinet” tended not to 
approve the contents of the 
letter of intent because the 
company does not meet all 
the necessary requirements 
for carrying out the project.” 

Minister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Abdul Ilah Al 
Khatib said the Makad 


in carrying out the project, 
was a well-known company. 

Dr. Khasawneh also said 
the agreement was only letter 
of intent to set up the tourism 
investment project, adding 
that it was not binding and 
did not imply any financial 
obligations on any party. Dr. 
Khasawneh said the official 
government parties did not 
endorse the document, which 
only dealt with the mechan- 
ism for leasing the plot of 
land on which the project was 
to be established. 


Qadhafi says he will 
continue expulsions 


SIRTE, Libya (Agencies) — 
Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi said Tuesday he 
would continue his expulsion 
of African workers from his 
country but added that “one 
day” they would return. 

"Libya will not do without 
workers from neighbouring 
nations — Egypt, Sudan, Ni- 
ger, Chad, Tunisia and 
Algeria. I think they will 
return one day but m a diffe- 
rent way,” Colonel Qadhafi 
told a press conference. 

“Because of (Libya’s poli- 
cy of) open borders, they 
now work without permits or 
identification or medical 
check-ups, so diseases have 
spread,” he said in his admi- 
nistrative capita] Sine, west 
of Tripoli. 

“AIDS came to Libya car- 
ried by foreign workers, and 
there are 20 cases of cholera 
in Abjadia because of foreign 
workers,” he said. 

Col. Qadhafi also told re- 
porters he would make a 
declaration on Wednesday 
about the expulsion of 
Palestinians from his country 
“on the condition you publish 
honestly what I say today.” 

“The term expulsion which 
the colonialist media have 
used is a huge historical mis- 
take. This is a return, not an 
expulsion, whether it is by 
their own will (the Palesti- 
nians) or against their will to 
push them to return,” he 
said. 

Col. Qadhafi began throw- 
ing out the 30,000 Palesti- 
nians living in Libya in 
September, saying it was time 
for them to return to their 
homeland. 

Meanwhile, the Arab 
League asked Col. Qadhafi 
to allow 1,000 Palestinians 
stranded on the Libyan bor- 
der to return to their homes 
for three months. 

Esmat Abdul Meguid, tbe 
league's secretary-general, 
urged Col. Qadhafi to 
rethink his derision to expel 
the Palestinians. After three 
months. Col. Qadhafi would 
then be free to deport them, 
he said. 

“In the end, of course, it is 
Libya’s derision because it is 
a sovereign state,” Dr. Abdul 
Meguid said. 

Col. Qadhafi did not re- 
spond to the request, which 
follows repeated efforts by 
the Arab League and other 
Arab leaders to persuade him 
to end the expulsions. 


Col. Qadhafi has said all 
30,000 Palestinians in Libya, 
some of whom have lived 
there for decades, should* 
leave in a campaign designed 
to demonstrate his opposition 
to the Israel- Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
peace accords. 

The 1,000 Palestinians 
stranded for weeks in military 
tents on the Ubyan-Egyptian 
border have complained of a 
lack of drinking water and 
food. U.N. officials say con- 
ditions have markedly 
worsened, and dozens of chil- 
dren are suffering from di- 
arrhoea. 

Another 600 Palestinians 
expelled by Libya and 
stranded off the island of 
Cyprus reached the Syrian 
port of Latakia on Monday 
after an 11-day ferry ordeal 
across the Mediterranean 
sea. 

Most Arab countries, in- 
cluding Egypt, have refused 
the Palestinians entry be- 
cause they lack travel docu- 
ments. 

The United Nations said 
on Tuesday it was sending 
survival goods for the Palesti- 
nians trapped in the no-man’s 
land between Egypt and 
Libya. 

A convoy of seven trucks 
carrying one-month’s worth 
of food supplies, mineral wa- 
ter, blankets, clothing, soap 
and cooking utensils was due 
to arrive by mid-day at Al 
Saloura on the border. 

“Conditions at the border 
have continued to deterio- 
rate,” a spokeswoman for the 
U.N. High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) told a 
news briefing in Geneva. 

A Palestinian baby boy 
whose parents are among 
thousands being expelled by 
Libya died in a Libyan hos- 
pital shortly after his birth 
last Thursday, the agency re- 
vealed 'at the weekend. 

Doctors attributed his 
death to the appalling condi- 
tions endured by the mother 
during tbe last weeks of her 
pregnancy. It was the first 
death reported among depor- 
tees since expulsions began in 
August. 

‘There are another 15 pre- 
gnant women in the camp 
who are now ieriified about 
the possible fate of their own 
unborn children. Another 
120 children are suffering 
from diarrhoea," the spokes- 
woman said. 


Menem is told Israel not 
behind attack on Iranian 


UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — Israel’s Prime Muns- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin assured 
Argentine President Carlos 
Menem Monday that Israel 
had nothing to do with the 
shooting of an Iranian diplo- 
mat in Buenos Aires over the 
weekend. 

banian Charge d’ Affaires 
Hassan AU Rajabi Yazdi was 
shot in tbe chest at point- 
blank range by a man on a 
motorcycle Saturday as he 
was getting out of his car in 
front of his bouse. 

The diplomat survived the 
attack, which Iran said was 
an act of terrorism by “Pro- 
Zionist elements.” 

“We still don’t know if the 
attack was a robbery or an 
assassination attempt,” Mr. 
Menem said after his meeting 
with Mr. Rabin. 

Israel “rules out all respon- 
sibility” for the attack, Mr. 
Menem said. 

‘The case has to be treated 
with great care and we are 
investigating in depth,” Mr. 
Menem said. 

Iran’s ambassador to 
Argentina was withdrawn last 
year in protest over allega- 
tions that Tehran was behind 
die bombing of a Jewish char- 
ity in Buenos Aires on July 


18. 1994 that left 86 dead. 

Two Argentines are in cus- 
tody in that attack on suspi- 
cion of supplying the vehiae 
used in the car bombing. 

In March 1992, 29 people 
were killed and more than 
200 were wounded in a 
bombing of the Israeli embas- 
sy in Buenos Aires that has 
never been solved. 

Iranian newspapers 
blamed the shooting on Israel 
and tbe Iraq-based 
Miijahedeen-e-Khalq opposi- 
tion group. 

The Mujabedeen who de- 
nied the charge. 

The English-language 
Tehran Times claimed the 
charge d’affaires was shot in a 

{ 'oint-operation between 
srael and the opposition 
group. 

“The terrorist act is likely 
to be the outcome of an 
alignment between tbe ter- 
rorist Mujahedeen-e-Khalq 
organisation and Zionist ter- 
rorist groups.” 

It said there was a double 
reason for the shooting: “The 
Zionists have a vendetta 
against Iran, and, on the 
other hand, they try to follow 
the same strategy m disturb- 
ing Tehran-Buenos Aires re- 
lations.” 


Jordan to -finalise loans 

(Continued from page 1) 


funds would be adjusted 
against already disbursed 
IMF credits to Jordan and 
thus unconditional. 

“This is the first rime that 
any country is getting such a 
favourable treatment and 
arrangement” from the IMF 
or the World Bank, said Mr. 
Jardaneh. He did not give the 
terms of the loans. 

After adjusting the already 
disbursed $135 million the 
net inflow of funds to the 
Jordanian reserves will be 
around $172 million, includ- 
ing the Italian loan, and this 
would raise the Kingdom's 
foreign exchange reserves to 
more than $600 million, the 
finance minister said. 

“The idea is continued 
buildings of our foreign ex- 
change reserves and meet the 
IMF-set Target before the end 
of the year,” he said. 

Jordan is bound by a com- 
mitment to the IMF to raise 


its foreign exchange reserves 
to the equivalent of three 
months of imports — about 
$700 million — before the 
end of the current fiscal year 
in December, Mr. Jardaneh 
noted. 

According to economic 
analysts, the World Bank 
loans will turn Jordan into a 
"net borrower” from the 
bank after several years. The 
analysts noted that Jordanian 
repayment of loans to the 
World Bank exceeded World 
Bank loans to the Kingdom 
in recent years. Definite fi- 
gures were not immediately 
available, however. 

"The new credit comes as a 
rectification of a situation 
which continued for several 
years,” said an analyst, also 
noting the surprisingly quick 
conclusion of die loan agree- 
ment with Japan — in slightly 
over one month after Mr. 
Murayama made the pledge. 
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Palestinian projects for Amman 

Summit estimated at $6b 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25, 199$ 


By George Hishmeh 

USIA staff writer 

OCCUFEED JERUSALEM 
— The Palestinian Economic 
Council for Development 
and Reconstruction (PEC- 
DAR) hopes to attract an 
estimated $6,000 million 
from investors or partners to 
fund projects in Palestine. 
'Details of the possible pro- 
jects will be available at the 
Oct. 29-31 Amman Econo- 
mic Summitt conference, au- 
thoritative Palestinian 
sources disclosed here Mon- 
day. 

Projects for water, a sensi- 
tive issue between the Israelis 
and the Palestinians, will re- 
ceive the lion's share, esti- 
mated to cost $1,930,000, 
while agriculture receives the 
least attention, with 
$50300,000 in projects. 

These projects were pre- 
pared by an inter-ministerial 
and private sector committee 
under the leadership of PEC- 
DAR. 

A little more than 57 per 
cent of the Palestinian pro- 
jects, which will be published 
in a “thick-volume," later 
this week, are specifically 


identified for either the West 
Bank or the Gaza SAtrisp. 
The remainder' of the pro- 
jects are described as “joint 
or unspecified,” these 
Palestinian sources said. Join 
projects are ones to be under- 
taken with any combination 
of the neighbouring states — 
Egypt, Jordan and Israel. 

One of these projects, it 
was revealed, will be under- 
taken by Egypt, Israel and 
Palestinian Authority and 
calls for the construction of a 
highway linking Ashdod 
(Israel) , Gaza and Ismailia 
(Egypt), where a “coastal 
ri viera” is to be established in 
this southeastern Mediterra- 
nean area. The road is esti- 
mated to cost, according to 
Palestinians, about $184 mil- 
lion. 

The price tag for the pro- 
jected road networks in the 
Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank, these sources said, is 
$1,000 million. Of that 
amount, $961,000,000 will go 
to the Gaza Strip, a much 
smaller area than the West 
Bank. 

There are, however, joint 
highway projects linking the 


Palestinian areas with Jor- 
dan, Egypt and Israel and 
these are expected to cost an 
additional $358,000,000. 

Among the cye-catching 
projects which fall under the 
category “transportation & 
roads” is a road linking Gaza 
to Aqaba which has been 
estimated to cost $350 mil- 
lion, and a “Middle East 
railroad" which will cost $290 
million. 

The building of a seaport 
for Gaza will cost 
$62,000,000 while an airport 
there will need $75,000,000. 

The “list of projects pre- 
pared for the Amman Econo- 
mic Summit" and ' the cost 
estimates are as follows: 
Transportation & railroads 
$1,358,000,000 
Power $510,300,000 
Water $1,930,000,000 
Environment $618,600,000 
Tourism $203,800,000 
Agriculture £50300,000 

Export & industrialisation 
$621383,000 

Other projects $690,750,000 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Ara- 
bia's economy looks brighter 
than expected so far this 
year, but the oil giant's finan- 
cial woes are far from over, 
economists and bankers have 
said. 

They spoke of a general 
feeling of more confidence 
due to higher oil prices and a 
squeeze on spending, more 
liquidity and less gloom in the 
business community. 

But Saudi leaders cannot 
relax yet, they cautioned. 

They still have to keep a 
tight grip on spending, repay 
billions of dqllars in local 
debt and raise funding for 
huge projects tike a S6 billion 
deal to buy U.S. planes. 

“Tfre economy 'is better 
thair-we all thought at the 
beginning of the year,” one 
Saudi-based economist said. 
“It is not out of the woods, it 
is not very bright, but is 
better than expected.” 

“It is a combination of 
several factors — better oil 

I trices, a generally better 
evel of confidence and a 
slight improvement in the 
stock market,” he added. 
Even the International 


ically highway projects linking the Total $5,971,900,000 secui 

Saudi economy looks 
brighter, but woes persist 
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There has been 
apprehension voiced by va- 
rious business leaders here 
over the movement of people 
and goods under the new 
agreement signed last month 
in Washington expanding 
Palestinian self-rule to the 
Wesr Bank. 

Western diplomats here 
have been explaining to the 
Palestinian private sector that 
“a great opportunity mil be 
missed” if the Palestinians 
were to absent themselves 
from the Amman summit, 
which is expected to be 
attended by more than 1,000 
government and business 
leaders from 60 countries. 

The Palestinian business- 
men's concern stems from 
their fears that goods and 
people will not move freely 
within the West Bank or to 
the outside world under the 
new agreement with Israel. 

Under the just-concluded 
agreement, there will be total 
Israeli pullout from the cities, 
except for Hebron, and rede- 
ployment among Palestinian 
villages. Movement within 
the Palestinian countryside 
will be monitored by Israeli 
security forces. 


Monetary Fund (IMF) is ex- 
pected to recognise the rela- 
tive improvement in the 
financial health of the king- 
dom this month after two 
yeas of highlighting its deficit 
problems. 

“The IMF is expected to 
give it a reasonably good 
write-up,” one banker said. 
“The IMF team was in Saudi 
in May and June when the 
pritre of oil was at its highest 
this year.” 

“Saudi has been benefiting 
from higher oil prices ana 
there is talk the budget might 
be in balance this year be- 
cause of that,” another bank- 
er said. “There is less gloom 
around than six months ago 
and a lighter feel about the 
business environrnerrt-” 

Economists and bankers 
said the government was 
sticking to its budget. They 
expected the new cabinet to 
inject more vigour into the 
economy and help business 
pick up now that the summer 
holidays are over. 

Saudi oil revenues are ris- 
ing because of higher prices, 
earning it an estimated $2.5 
billion more than forecast in 


the budget, which projects 
state oil receipts of $33 billion 
this year out of a total £36 
billion income. 

Saudi Arabia, suffering 
cash-flow shortages due to 
weak oil prices in the past 
two years 3nd the cost of the 
1991 Gulf war, in January 
announced a $40 billion 
budget for 1995, cutting 
spending by six per cent and 
forecasting' a S4 billion de- 
ficit. 

The economists and bank- 
ers said official data on eco- 
nomic performance so far this 
year was not available, but 
they saw positive signs in 
monetary figures issued by 
the Saudi Arabian Monetary 
Agency for the first-quarter 
of 1995. 

The figures showed Saudi 
Arabia's broadest measure of 
money supply. M3, rising by 
1.7 per cent in the first- 
quarter. This compared with 
a 0.1 per cent rise in the 
first-quarter of 1994. 

The 1995-2000 develop- 
ment plan targets an average 
annual real economic growth 
rate of 3.8 per cent, which 
bankers said was the same as 


actual average growth from 
1990-1995. 

Saudi Arabia this year re- 
paid all its foreign debt but it 
still has to meet estimated 
local debt of more than $20 
billion to banks and billions 
of riyals in arrears to contrac- 
tors. It has already paid ab- 
out a third of the estimated 
$5 billion debt to contractors 
mainly through issuing spe- 
cial bonds. 

“It does not look like there 
will be another bond issue or 
an international loan.” one 
banker said. 

The bankers and econom- 
ists said there was talk of new 
projects coming up, but not 
much was expected to hap- 
pen until existing ones in 
telephones and power got off 
the ground. 


Israel to present 218 regional 
development options/projects 
to Amman summit 


By Beatrix Immenkamp 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The develop- 
ment options and projects 
which the government of 
Israel will present at the 
forthcoming Middle East and 
North Africa Summit 
(MENA) share one common 
feature — almost all are re- 
gional in outlook and will 
depend for their realisation 
on cooperation between at 
least two national govern- 
ments. 

Published in a large book 
under the title of “Develop- 
ment Options for Coopera- 
tion: The Middle East/East 
Mediterranean Region.” the 
218 options/ projects focus on 
cooperation between Israel. 
Jordan, the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
and Egypt, but also envisage 
the inclusion of countries 
such as Syria. Lebanon. Iraq. 
Turkey. Saudi Arabia and 
other Gulf states into the 
likes of regional electricity 
grids, transport networks and 
oil and gas pipeline systems. 

The total investment 
needed for the implementa- 
tion of all 21 S projects would 
be S24.7 billion. 

“The projects are the re- 
sult of one year of delibera- 
tions and negotiations be- 
tween Israel and Jordan." the 
second secretary for press 
and cultural affairs of the 
Israeli Embassy in Amman. 
Shalom Turgeman. told the 
Jordan Times. “Initially, the 
projects were prepared by 
the Israeli government for 
presentation at the Casablan- 
ca summit. What you have 
now for the Amman summit 
is a renewed version of rhe 
projects which take into con- 
sideration the views of both 
Israel and Jordan.” 

According to Mr. Turge- 
man. the rr.osi important pro- 
ject to be presented at the 
Amman summit is the joint 
Israeli-Jordar.ian internation- 
al airport in Aqaba, for which 
a feasibility study is being 
conducted by a subsidiary of 
the L'.S. company Lockhead. 
“First results of the feasibility 


study will be presented at the 
conference, which means that 
for those who want to invest 
in the airport, details will be 
available” Mr. Turgeman 
said. 

Jordan and Israel have in 
principle agreed to expand 
the existing Jordanian airport 
in Aqaba by building an addi- 
tional runway close to the 
border with Israel with some 
sections on Israeli territory. 
Cooperation in the use of the 
airfield would take the form 
of a common terminal com- 
plex. with the terminal di- 
vided into two sections — an 
Israeli and a Jordanian sec- 
tion. divided by an interna- 
tional passage. Management 
of the facility would be 
joined, as would be mainte- 
nance services and airport 
administration. International 
traffic to Eilat would be 
transferred to the new 
Jordanian-Israeli airport. 
According to figures pub- 
lished by~the Israeli govern- 
ment. the project would re- 
quire an estimated $100 mil- 
lion in investment. 

Feasibility studies are also 
under way on other projects, 
such as the Red Sea-Dead 
Sea canal, which would carry 
water from the Red Sea to 
replenish the fast-diminishing 
waters of the Dead Sea. But 
no other project is as likely to 
be implemented in the near 
future as the “Airport of 
Peace.” Mr. Turgeman said. 

The foreward to the com- 
pilation of government prop- 
osals does 'not fail to point 
out that development options 
presented in the book are of a 
preliminary nature and only 
comprise an inventory of 
ideas for possible develop- 
ments in the region which do. 
however, require further 
study, discussion and evalua- 
tion' as well as approval by 
concerned parties. 


The 2 IS development op- 
tions and projects fall wixhjn 
the sectors of tourism (31 
projects), water (281. tranv- 
portation (22). telecom- 
munications (22). public 
health (20). energy (IS), 
logistics, trade and industry 
{ 16), environment (16). hu- 
man resources (15). agricul- 
ture (13), combating deserti- 
fication (12) and parks (5)- 

The tourism sector leads 
with 31 proposed develop- 
ment options and projects. 
Overall estimated investment 
figures reach S2 billion. Pro- 
jects include tourist attrac- 
tions such as “The Lowest 
Park on Earth” around the 
Dead Sea. a Coral Reef Park 
in the Gulf of Aqaba, a Jor- 
dan Rift Valley Cultural 
Heritage Park, a South East- 
ern Mediterranean Riviera 
and a Sand Dune Park in 
Northern Sinai. All projects 
would require the setting up 
of transport and hotel infras- 
tructure. A long-term goal 
would be to offer combined 
regional packages for sight- 
seeing and touring, including 
Israel. Syria. Jordan, the 
PNA. Egypt and Saudi Ara- 
bia. and” offering historical, 
archaeological and religious 
attractions for Jewish. Christ- 
ian and Muslim visitors. 

In terms of geographical 
location, regional develop- 
ment options and projects 
focus on three main areas, 
the Jordan Rift Valley, the 
Gulf of Aqaba and the South 
Eastern Mediterranean coast 
between the Suez Canal in 
Egypt and Israel's southern 
coastal plains, including the 
coast of Gaza. 

According to the MENA 
Summit programme released 
b\ the World Economic 
Forum, the joint regional 
projects to be presented at 
the summit by Israel. Egypt. 
Jordan and the PNA* will 


THE Daily Crossword by Lyell Rodieck 


ACROSS 
1 Rose or Orange. 

lor example 
5 Pouches 
9 Zones 

14 Diamond Head 
site 

15 Pale 

16 Puccini work 

17 Redding of 
music 

1 8 Afterward 

19 Paramour 

20 What a traveler 
carnes 

23 I saw Elba” 

24 Tub 

25 Spot on a 
peacock’s 
feather 

26 Encase 
28 for All 

Seasons" 

30 Troy NY sch. 

33 Sedate 

35 Iniquity 

36 Mousses 

37 What a pirate 
carnes 

40 Not windward 

41 Act — - (pretend) 

42 Chisel 

43 Mai de — 

44 Imitated 

45 Aslrologers 

46 — Baba 

47 Blackjack 

48 German sp 2 
51 Whom CBS 

carries 

56 Marie or Pierre 

57 Stench 

58 Hairdo 

59 NY city 

60 Burt's ex 

61 One: pref. 

62 Blueprints 

63 NYSE rival 

64 Kind of school 

DOWN 

1 British 
mathematician 

2 Wesiem 

3 Dangerous 
rapids in D.C.? 

4 Craving 


1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

5 

6 

7 
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9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 




15 




16 





17 




18 




19 




■ 

20 




21 





22 





23 



■ 

24 



in 

25 




I 


26 

27 



■ 

28 

29 



9 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 




■ 

35 




B 

36 




37 





38 





39 





40 




■ 

41 




9 

42 





43 



■ 

44 




■ 

45 





1 


46 




47 



■ 

48 

49 

50 

1 

51 

52 




53 

54 




55 




56 





1 

57 




1 

58 




59 





60 




61 




62 





63 




64 





AH /rghis reserved 

5 Persian ruler 

6 “ — in the Dark" 

7 Chief cook 

8 In — 

(simultaneous) 

9 Anne — 

10 Lyric poem 

1 1 Son of Jacob 

1 2 Allowance for 
waste 

13 Patriotic gp. 

21 Escape 

22 Sphere 

27 Ceremony 

28 Shun 

29 Petty quarrel 
30 -—a 

Heavyweight" 

(film) 

31 Wom-out horse 

32 Gotcha! 

33 Bridge coup 

34 Before vision or 
graph 

35 Abstract being 

36 Sailor’s drink 
38 Kind of transit 


Yesterday’s puzzle solved: 
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39 Wide open 

44 E.T. and Alf 

45 Mold 

46 Birdlike 

47 Gem 

49 French river 

50 Nose 

51 Boring 


52 Length times 
width 

53 Montez or 
Falana 

54 Biblical land' 

55 Highway 
sight 

56 Steal 



“I don’t remember why 1 married him. 
My wedding dress was so tight, it cut 
off the circulation to my brain!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Kauri Arnold and Mike ArgMon 


Unscramble these lour Jumbtos. 
cno terror to each square, to form 
lour ordinary wolds. 


GORCA 


r 


rn 



M 

L 

J 

LJ 


L. 

LJ 


:■ K "■*** U*m !«mi nc. 


YEMSS 



vA; 



LUCASE 




HARTHS 


7 ~Y'Y N 

LJ^JLJ 



Too mueft 'xwuns. 
too lost 



WHAT THE 
ACCELERATES 
PRfVER TRAINING 
CLA^S TURNEP INTO., 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer: A “[ YY TY T’ fT T T T T 

L A..A A A A 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: ACRID EXPEL INDOOR SLEIGH 
Answer Too much butter creates this kind of 
concern — ‘SPREADING* 


Peanuts 


/HERB WE SOT'S 
V SLAM PUNK// 








Andy Cap 



Mutfn’Jeff 





include a South East 
Modi ten. mean Rtuer.i pro- 
ject, Gulf of Aqaba tourism 
dc* elop men t . Dead Sea tour- 
ism development, integration 
of electricity grids, gjv pi pr- 
imes. bridges and crossing 
points and the setting up of 
speci.il economic ?oitcs. All 
of these projects art* also 
mentioned among Israel's 
“Development Options for 
Cooperation." 

Among the development 
options and projects most in- 
teresting tor Jordan, which 
suffers "from chronic water- 
short agON. are the proposed 
Jordan Rift Valley water pro- 
jects. These include the 
Adassiva Diversion Dam on 
the Yannouk River, which 
would increase the supply of 
water to the King Abdullah 
Canal, a water storage system 
on the Jordan River which 
would permit the storage of 
water for the dry summer 
months, and proposals for 
cooperation in water man- 
agement. wastewater re- 
clamation. desalination pro- 
jects and surface and ground- 
water utilisation. The total 
estimated investment needed 
for the proposed projects is 
$4 billion, according to Israeli 
government figures 

An important area for 
cooperation between Israel 
and Jordan identified in the 
book is the Dead Sea potash 
industry and the interconnec- 
tion of Dead Sea logistics. 

According to information 
released by the Israeli embas- 
sy Tuesday, attendance of the 
Amman summit has been 
confirmed by Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres. Industry and Trade 
Minister Micha Harish and 
Planning and Economic De- 
velopment Minister Yossi 
Beilin. Eighty-one private 
businessmen have registered 
for the conference. 

HOROSCOPE 

.FORECAST FOR WEDNES- 
, ..PAY, OCTOBER 25. IW»S 

6/ Thomas S Pierson Astrolo- 
ger? Carroll Righter Astrological 
Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Don't disagree with anyone at 
home during the daytime today 
and in the evening. Enjoy only- 
pleasures which are not costly. 

TAURUS: (April 20 w May 20) 
Think before you speak even one 
sacrastic word to a partner dur- 
ing the daytime today and in the 
evening or there could be a great 
disagreement developing. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Find ways of economising during 
the daytime today, and cut down 
on expenses. Study your books 
or records for accuracy and make 
out the necessary reports. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Be conscientious to 
those who are close to you. Get 
your appearance improved be- 
fore you go out socially. Adopt a 
kinder attitude toward your 
friends. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) You 
have plans which require practic- 
al methods in order to make 
them a success in the daytime 
today, but in the evening, you 
see how to gain more prosperity. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) This is not a good day 
today to ask a pa! for assistance 
concerning an interest which 
means much to you, so bide you 
time until a more appropriate t 
moment. Be patient. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Don't artempt to force 
any issues in business or personal 
life today. Avoid an influential 
person who is apt to be on the 
warpath. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Keep promises 
you have made to your loved 
ones and don't go off on any 
foolish tangents. Avoid the lime- 
light this evening. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Be sure to go 
over accounts and he certain they 
.M-e correct and accurate today, 
whether financial obligations of 
collections arc to be made. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Don't lei an emo- 
tional associate confuse you to- 
day. and later tonight forget all 
about business affairs which must 
be dealt with. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 io 
February 19) Get business activi- 
ties handles which you have 
promised to accomplish today, 
and don't try to make any 
changes. Listen to the ideas of a 
blusterer tonight. £ 

PISCES: (February 20 (0 March 
20) This is not a day m g ct into 
pleasures which you know little 
about, so accomplish your 
assignments during the daytime 
and rest up tonight. 

Birthstonc of October: Opal 
— Tourmaline 
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Two books 
examine 
Jordanian, 
Palestinian 
economies . 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Steering Committee and 
Allied Accountants (a mem- 
ber firm of Arthur Andersen 
Co. SC) have just made avail- 
able Business & Investment 
in Jordan, a 5-volume book 
■set, and Business & Invest- 
ment in Palestine, a 2-volume 
book set wtaicb provide in- 
sight into the respective eco- 
nomies of the region. Hie 
release of these publications, 
which coincides with Amman 
Economic Summit next 
week, has already met with 
much enthusiasm and de- 
mand from international 
business organisations 
abroad, as well as the di- 
plomatic community and re- 
gional offices in Amman. 

A challenging endeavoure 
involving over 40 authors 
from Jordan and Palestine, 
the publications fill a gap 
created by the lack of con- 
temporary material on the 
evolving conditions of the 
two Arab economies in the 
aftermath of peace. The 
books, priced at S100 each, 
examine various aspects of 
the economy from trade, fi- 
nance and industry to infras- 
tructure, tourism and other 
areas. 

An in-depth analysis is pro- 
vided for each sector, point- 
ing our potential investment 
opportunities for the 
prospective investor in the 
region. 

One volume in each book 
set has been dedicated to 
business legislation and in- 
centives which serves as a 
valuable guide on doing busi- 
ness in Jordan and Palestine. 
Participants in the summit 
will find up-to-date informa- 
tion in the books, including 
the most recent amendments 
in laws pertaining to business 
and investment. 

The project was led by a 


Steering Committee of high 
caliber individuals who com- 
plement each other in know- 
ledge and experience. They 
are: 

☆☆ Dr. Hanna Odeh. 
Chairman of the Dead Sea 
Industries Co., former minis- 
ter of finance: 

☆☆ Mr. Hamdi Tabba\ 
President of the Jordanian 
Businessmen Association, 
former minister of industry & 
trade and minister of supply; 

☆☆ Mr. Rajai Dajani. In- 
ternational business advo- 
cate, former minister of 
transport and minister of in- 
terior; 

☆☆ Dr. Maher Shukri, 
General manager of Amman 
Bank for Investments, for- 
mer deputy governor of the 
Central Bank of Jordan; and 

☆☆ Mr. Wabib Shatr, 
Senior National Partner, 
Allied Accountants. 

Overwhelming support 
came from nearly sixty spon- 
sors from Jordan and Pales- 
tine whose contributions 
made possible the publication 
of the books. 

The launch of these book 
sets is only the beginning. 
Rapid soda], economic and 
political developments in this 
part of the world call for a 
continuous effort in provid- 
ing accurate and timely data 
on the emerging markets of 
the region. The publications 
on Jordan and Palestine serve 
as a stepping stone for an 
equally challenging second 
phase, in which the project’s 
scope will be expanded to 
cover other countries with 
updated versions and new 
editions. 

The project is part of an 
ambitious plan to build a 
full-fledged library that 
would serve as a regional 
information centre. 
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Tokyo 

ClOM 

niir 24/10/9 

— iijUei FtotMd A 

J .5712 

1.5717** 

Dewttdie Mirk 

1 .3810 

1.3223 

Svin Franc 

1.1225 

1.1263** 

Fnach Franc 
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4JBJ« 
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IA0.I3 

European Currctij UnM 
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7.50 
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0.7700 
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1-7179 
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0.5771 

Svta Franc 
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0.4297 
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0.1446 
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0.4542 

0.4577 
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Currency 

Bid 

Offer 
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1.0700 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and sefling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London foreign exchange and 
bullion markets Tuesday. 
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One U.S. dollar 1.371808 
13864/74 

13526G6 

1.1270/80 

28.53/57 

4.8779/29 

16143/5.8 

99.99/09 

* 6.6300/00 

6.1520/70 
53887/87 
1.4150/60 
0.7507/12 
7.7320/30 

One sterling $1.5798/08 

One ounce of gold $38230/382.60 


Canadian dollar 

Deutsche marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
Singapore dollars 
Australian dollars 
Hong Kong dollars 


AMWAST PIMMJCIAL MARKS'? 
mosniG s»i*K esmra ahhan - owbismi 
TBLCTHOfiSr 607171 / 607179 


oagjwigp mtaT sauts rates just 
enoMrs touts — 


MU BUK rxc 
JtTBUAH JOJZOHAZ. aMK 

buk ear jordm 
Hii mu sast mva aiHBMr bank. 
ZXDtrSTRZAL DEVXLCVHBST 
jobsm xsmiT nunc 

JOfOtAH COU- BJMZ 
JOROAK ZAMac BUK 

BOBznss nun 

JORUM UTOfiSMUn 6 PIHAJSCs BARE 
A Max BUK TOR UVBSmgVT 
ARAB BUXOS OORMStATIOR/JORDUl 
PHTTAftBwn ZBVSS»SRT BABE. 


VOR TUS JfflM 
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*>“ 

VALUE 

PR*V. CLOSZNO 

5H&RES 

VRADKD 

CLOSING rarer 

ZTtADRD 

JD 

PRIGS 


540 

130050 

241.750 

240.750 

2100 

4840 

4.400 

4.400 

369 

1334 

3.650 

3.520 

3776 

4b69 

1.300 

1 . 21(1 

2650 

6334 

2.400 

2.390 

4200 

11977 

2.840 

2.850 

BIBO 

9454 

1.150 

l.i 50 

3210 

11 B 12 

3.690 

3.490 

1400 

4704 

3.J7Q 

3.360 

50 

186 

3.720 

3.720 

24700 

25030 

1.030 

1.020 

500 

2620 

5.260 

5.240 

6260 

0651 

1.560 

: .560 


AXES 


e x c r o r 


JORUM WW WOflt XKSURBBCB 
ARM UTK A ACCHnOIT ZMSOR&HCB 


ZRSDSAsc 


SECTOR 


56J0S 


100 

5000 


5100 


33255S I SOtEX NtCIBSR: 191.55 
CSNKE i -0.32* 


271 

12500 


12771 


2.700 

2,500 


2.710 

?.500 


XHDKX BOKSSRf 131.43 
CHARGE : +0.051 


0ORDWZAH KLBCZXZC POKES 

30397 


1.650 


RATZOBAL PORTFOLIO sScnarrnc; 

350 

715 

2.050 


JOftBAV IITI KMMaoaM, SUkDxnc esam 

UOOO 

12B70 

1.170 

1.170 

U^BAMUCf BQUIF. RXaZZHG 6 XAZKTSNAHCB 

3000 

2040 

.690 


JG9DAK TOSS roOHDAIIO« / ALRA‘1 

350 

3420 

9-770 


“ttbd mooix east t commodore hotels 

250 

989 

2.380 

2.350 

MU ZHTZEft. FOR ZHWSTKBMT 6 BOUCRTZOH 

4550 

15069 

3.340 

3.300 

OUtt* PRIVAXZ OjnVBRSZTT 

6700 

114 B4 

1.320 

1.320 

UHIOB LARD BSVXXOPMEST CORP. 

7600 

82S4 

1.100 

1.090 

SERVICES SECTOR 

46197 

71540 

ZWOXX NUMBER: 128.: 




CHAWS 

•- -Q.3’ 

AKRMQEBP OORflPS, KAZXRZAL MAKUFACTURZBG 

500 

605 

1.200 

1.210 

CHS JtHtDAJT C8HBET FACXORZES 

9256 

33644 

3.660 

3.630 

J08OAS PBOsrexr* wins 

300 

900 

3-010 

3.000 

THE ARAB POTASH 

200 

978 

4.900 

4.880 

OOKDAE PBXK2LHUN RE7IHAR1 

3248 

30574 

9.400 

9.400 

THE XRDU375UAL COWCBRCIAL fi AGRICULTURAL 

1533 

5028 

3.320 

3.290 

THE JOK5AB WC mSTBD MILLS 

50 

379 

7.570 

7.S70 

ARAB VBABHACXnTlCAL MARUFACTURIHC 

745 

3491 

4.720 

4.600 

JOSUMUI CERAMIC ZMDUSTHIRS 

250 

1500 

6.000 

6.000 

THE PUBLIC KXJCXMO 

250 

730 

2.920 

2.920 

ARAB CHTfrAL BSZEKGE8TS IKDDSTRUS6 - 

106 

1425 

13.750 

13.150 

SPZEXIEO A KU7HK 

1100 

1782 

1.600 

1.620 

DAR AL DAKA DBVELOPtmrr 6 IHVMTMRWT 

20OO 

14200 

7.130 

■ 7.100 

ARAB AUnCSZCX ZRDUSTSX 

1100 

5829 

5.430 

5.390 

LIVESTOar £ POULTRY 

S7600 

.*8926 

.680 

.600 

ARAB PAPER CQSVKRTOra 6 THADIHG 

4300 

6063 

1.410 

1.410 

RATIONAL IHD0STRIES 

4200 

4457 

1.060 

1.060 

UnxRMRDZATS PBTRO-CUSUCAL IKOUSTRZES 

2050 

3796 

1.060 

1.850 

JCOODAH ROCKWOOL IHDUSTRIES 

?4O0 

2460 

1.070 

1.020 

HATZOHAL CABLE 6 HIRE HARUt'ACTUKlBO 

500 

206U 

4.150 

4.100 

OURDAH SULP BO— CHEMICALS 

4200 

5575 

1.320 

1.330 

ARAB QUVISB FOR PHARX. fi CHKHTCAIJ; 

1500 

2948 

2.000 

1.900 

KAWTKRR IRVBSTHBIfT 

250 

40B 

1.630 

1.630 

DRZVERSAL MODERN IHDUSTRIKS 

1500 

4695 

3.150 

3.130 

JOR23M XHOUflTRIAL RESOURCES CO. 

J750 

7365 

1.970 

2.960 

JCKUAB KKW CABLE COMPART 

6400 

9673 

1.560 

1.540 

ZETERRATZCHAL TOBACCO 6 CIGARETTES 

2100 

298* 

1.440 

1.420 

UNION CHEMICAL A VEOATlABLK OIL ENDUSfRl 

122570 

255647 

2.080 

2.000 


IRnnSTRIAL 6KCTOR 


C U K K a TOTAL 


233960 
342 162 


44U3B2 INDEX NUMBER: 123.57 
CHANGE i -0.S 9» 


755249 INDEX NUMBER-. 158-07 
CHANCE : -0.40* 


NO. or TRADED SHARES nr PARALLEL MARKET 
VALUE TRADED XH PARALLEL MARKET 


120044 

114676 



Government refuses to reduce Saudi company to supply gas 
debt of Dar AJ Sha 9 ab cylinders to Jordan 


*# SHAREHOLDERS in the Dar A! Sha’ab 
Press, Printing, Publishing and Distributing 
Company, which was liquidated nearly three 
months ago, have expressed diappointment 
for the government’s rejection to reduce the 
debt of the company. Reduction of the debt 
would enable the liquidation committee to 
pay the shareholders compensation estimated 
at between 15 to 20 per cent of their equity. 
The assets of the company were sold to A1 
Aswaq shareholders for JD 2.81 million. The 
Social Security Corporation and the Housing 
Bank have agreed to reduce their debts to Dar 
Al Sha’ab but the government’s refusal 
prompted some shareholders to form a com- 
mittee to follow up the matter with the prime 
minister. The liquidation committee said all 
former employees of Dar Al Sha’ab could 
now oollect their financial dues ( Al Dustour). 

Price fixing to remain 

☆AA HIGH-RANKING official denied that 
the preparatory committee for the Amman 
economic summit has recommended in a 
report presented to the Higher Steering Com- 
mittee that the government was backing away 
from fixing prices. He said the report did not 
touch on such a subject nor has there been 
any recommendation relating to it. The offi- 
cial said that the government does not control 
prices of inputs and industrial products except 
for cement and foodstuffs. He added the 
preparatory committee did not propose any 
easing of this policy or lifting price fixing 
regulations and moving towards liberalisa- 
tion. Jordanian industrialists see that fixing 
prices of inputs as well as outputs hinder 
setting up joint venture food industries with 
foreign investors (Al Aswaq). 

Defective goods, products 
should be returned, Islamic 
leader says 

☆☆ACTING GRAND Mufti Said Hijjawi 
has ruled that religiously it is not permissible 
to sell products or goods on condition that 
they are '""non-returnable and non- 
exchangeable.” The Islamic leader said the 
condition was a measure to force a buyer into 
accepting a product even if it has a hidden 
deficiency. Yet, the sheikh added, according 
to Islamic principles if a product has a 
deficiency it could be returned (Al Aswaq). 


☆☆A SAUDI company will supply the Jor- 
dan Petroleum Refinery Company with 
150,000 gas cylinders starting early next 
month under an agreement signed between 
the two companies. According to a senior 
official at tbe refinery, gas consumption dou- 
bles from 400 tonnes a day in summer to 800 
tonnes a day in winter. Hie refinery manufac- 
tures and repairs 800 gas cylinders every day 
(Al (Ra’i). 

Tenders Department issues 
booklet on its functions 

☆☆THE GOVERNMENT Tenders Depart- 
ment has issued a booklet, in both Arabic and 
English, containing the regulation and 
mechanism followed by the department in 
floating tenders. The booklet will be distri- 
buted to participants in the summit. The 
department, in line with instructions received 
from the Council of Ministers, will coordinate 
with the associations of the engineers and 
contractors to hold an international confer- 
ence where many tenders for projects in the 
region will be floated. The conference will be 
open for the participation of all countries in 
the region. Hie director, Naser Madadhah 
said a preparatory committee has been en- 
trusted to call for the conference and that its 
preliminary plan will be ready by the end of 
the month (Al Dustour). 

‘Call-back’ phone calls outlawed 

☆☆ACCORDING to an announcement by 
the Telecommunications Corporation tbe 
’’call back” service is banned in Jordan and 
any violator will be fined and imprisoned (Al 
Ra'i). 

Company to transport 
passengers to self-rule areas 

☆☆THE CENTRAL Traffic Committee re- 
commended to the Minister of Industry and 
Trade the establishment of public sharehold- 
ing company to transport passengers between 
Jordan and the main cities in the self-rule 
areas and the Gaza Strip. Hie company must 
have no less than JD 10 million capital and 
should be registered within three months (Al 
Ra’i). 
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5llr JEWELLERS 


Gems of the world . All birthstones In 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th circle, Amman . 



Furnished Apartment 
For Rent . 

fin Um Uthaina, 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,, 
ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments andi 
villas 1 

Fumished/unfumished for : 
rent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tel: 810605, 810609, 810520 




[OriAIG 

QmEtjjm 


Professional 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO phmtm 
wMm 30% 


BTmm Mlirfr 
20x30 cm 



pJ A SECURE 

Hotel 

Swelflyeh 




»f.O.TEL| 
^SECURITY 
^HOSPITALITY 
✓''GASTRONOMY 


All Suites Hotel 

flat ,o. tel 

4 ifr&J 4-jjxJU LaJaM 
4 jSjL»H 

863944 - 816690 
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MING-SHING 

Chinese Restaurant 

, The Best Cooking, 

Best Service. 

Best Atmosphere'in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. nearBaytun 4 
Housing Estate ' 
Open front: 

12 noon • 3£Q pan* 

, 030 - 11M pjtC 

f n Jafi irrteftt 


1 




SZECHWAN 6AAJ9ENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 


CpmlUO-ixJtOB- 



STttf AMnb Orm* 

Um USakmn CenmmM Cmtn 

T«U t«1174 
face luted Nu mp icyed 


R.e^teu>efit34*t 

Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 
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*ETAL ffOBKS 

Suppliers of high 
quality welding 

m «rMnoc | 

electrodes, fluxes, 
and accessories. 


ftMfy a q t ri pp * ? 
sactfon for 


Pux Mo. 75O208-78783Q 
Tel Eo. 750208-787830 

UUk Plana fe. 0 7 U 4 5 3 fl 


Gaatd 


tun nmini 


For Rent 


^Deluxe Furnished _ 

c c 

trand Unfurnished S. 
^Villas apartments £ 

©and office Space § 

cc cc 

oTo Suit all Budgets o 

Ll. ' LL, 

681113 088816 

For Rent - For Rent 



lANABEL 

REAL ESTATE 


FOR RJENT 


| Deluxe Villas 
I&^ppartment5| 
| in Amman 


Tel. 864230 
Fax. 864231 



One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle - 692672 



1ND00I IW 
SWUNG POQl 
'SM S JACKS' 

mm 

WHOM 

TEL 758180" 


DOLLAR 


RENTA CAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 


Shmemni 
Tei mm 


M:iuricv .V akLiwi X. Smk 

Francesco 

smalto 

Paris 

Me/ id. Wea/i 


ouis Feraud - Ammrs 

Commercial Center GF. 
Urn - Uthaina - Tel: 854721 
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605843.890157 

RADIO & TV STATION RD. 


( ^C^/Z67M 

junior 

MaxMara 

SPORTMM 

Sandra 

Boutique 
Jordan Insurance Bldg. 
Third Circle 

Tel. 647800 


Abdoun - Tel : 819564 
Mobil Phone - (075) 2S339 


^faiSlrtafDtalimCoakmf^ 
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Kankkunen takes the lead in Catalunya rally 

MADRID, Spain (AP) — - .r fi- 1 Tilff BlWMfflM Mri'TfiTW jg," Si 


JORDAN 


nMES, WEDNESDAY, F 


MADRID, Spain (AP) — 
Finnis h driver Juba Kank- 
kunen grabbed the lead Mon- 
day in the rally of Catalunya 
after the first stage of the 
three-day road race. 

Kankkunen, leading the 
world rally championship 
tour, completed the asphalt 
Catalunya course in one 
hour, 45 minutes and 13 
seconds. 

Driving a Toyota Celica, 
‘Kankkunen ’s performance 
Monday in the Catalunya 
race, the second to last rally 
of the tour, showed that the 
1995 tour leader may be 
poised to win his fifth world 
championship. 

Kankkunen is die current 
tour leader with 62 points. 

Spaniard Carlos Sainz, 
driving a Subaru Impreza, 
finished second, 22 seconds 
behind Kankkunen. 

Third place went to Kank- 
kunen’s teammate Armin 
Schwarz of Germany who 
completed the first stages 1 
nine special sections — 
162.24 kilometres — 38 
seconds off the lead. 

The three-day. rally will 
wind through Spain's north- 
eastern region of Catalunya 
covering almost 1,700 
kilometres, focused on 23 
high-speed timed stages tot- 
alling 475 kilometres. 

In total, the drivers will 
compete in 23 special stages. 
The second and third legs of 
the rally w3I be held Tuesday 
and Wednesday. 
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Juha Kankkunen in his Toyota Celica (AFP photo) 


More than 80 drivers from 
15 countries are competing in 
the race. 


The rally of Catalunya is 
the seventh round of the 
world rally championship. 


The final race is Britain’s 
network Q Rac Rally to be 
held November 19th to 22nd. 


Following Kankkunan in 
the world rally championship 
standings is Britain Colin 



Buster Mathis of Grand Rapids, Michigan pounds the heavy bag at Gleason’s Gym in Brooklyn, New York as he trains for Ids November 4 bout with 
Mike Tyson (Reuters photo) 


U.N.-Rwanda match ends in chaos 


KIGALI (R) — A soccer 
match between Ghanaian 
U.N. troops and a Rwandan 
team to mark the 50th 
anniversary of the United 
Nations ended in chaos on 
Sunday with fistfights be- 
tween the referee and rival 
teams, witnesses said on 
Monday. 

U.N. officials said minor 
violence erupted when the 
Rwandan referee awarded a 
penalty after Ghanaian 


peacekeepers tackled an 
attacker from the Rwandan 
team Circle Sportive, which 
was leading 3-1. 

Tension at a Kigali Sta- 
dium increased when the re- 
feree sent off Ghana's goal- 
keeper for handling the ball 
outside his area. 

The Ghanaian were fu- 
rious, the goalkeeper took a 
swing at the referee and 
members of both teams 
started fighting in the middle 


of the pitch before the 250 
Rwandan spectators joined in. 
the melee. 

Spectators, Rwandan and 
Ghanaian players started 
attacking each other. A 
group of Rwandans even 
cried unsuccessfully to wres- 
tle away the gun of a Rwanda 
Patriotic Army soldier watch- 
ing the game. 

U.N. officials tried to play 
down the p roble m, which 
marred three d&yS'of celebra- 


tions organised by the U.N. 
assistance misssion in Rwan- 
da of the U.N. anniversary 
with the focus on fun and 
sports. 


“There was a bit of a scuf- 
fle and pushing and shoving. 
If this was any other game in 
Britain, no one would care 
about it,” said a U.N. offi- 
cial, who declined to be iden- 
tified. 

The game was abandoned 


after U.N. troops intervened. 
The Ghanaian team was dis- 
qualified from the tourna- 
ment and the Rwandan team 
qualified for Tuesday’s final, 
officials added. 


Up to one million minority 
Tutsis and Hutu moderates 
were slaughtered in last 
year’s genocide in Rwanda 
during which the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council cut the U.N. force 
to a bare minimum. 


Five Europeans scale Himalayan mountain 


KATMANDU, Nepal (AP) 
— Five mountaineers from 
Europe have scaled a Hima- 
layan peak, the Nepalese 
Tourism Ministry said Mon- 
day. 

The four Frenchmen and 
an Austrian climbed Mount 
Amadablam, a 6,812-metre 
high peak last week, it said 


quoting delayed reports from 
the base camp. 

The French Amadablam 
expedition was led by Gilles 
Marcaud. a 33-year-old 
mountain guide from Chamo- 


nix and PhiUippe Raymond, a 
39-year-old doctor from Liv- 


39-year-oId doctor from Liv- 
ry Gargan. They reached the 
summit on Tuesday, the 


ministry said. 

Two more members of the 
five-member team to reach 
the summit- are Helene Chas- 
tagnol, a 32-year-old nurse 
from Rocez and Xavier Chas- 
tagnol, a 30-year-old market- 
ing officer from Monastere. 
They reached the top of the 
peak on Friday with a 


Nepalese guide Dawa Sher- 
pa. 


Similarly, the leader of the 
five-member Austrian Ama- 
dablam expendition, Peter 
Habeler. a 53-year-old moun- 
tain guide from Mayrhofen. 
climbed the peak from the 
southwest ridge on Friday, it 


m 


Arena to be appointed U.S. 
Olympic soccer coach 

AV r a ps — a record of 2S7-57-32 in 17 

WASHINGTON (AP) Virpnawon ic 


said in a statement. 

Habeler established Camp- 
I at an altitude of 5.700 
metres on October 16 from 
where he started his final 
assault. 


The names of the other 
expedition members were not 
available. 


Bruce Arena, who guided 
Virginia to four consecuavc 
men’s national Collepitc 
Aihletic Association Cham- 
pionships. is set Tuesday ® 
be appointed coach of the 
1996 U.S. Olympic soccer 
team . 

The U.S. Soccer Federa- 
tion has scheduled a news 
conference at RFK Stadium, 
one of the sites for next year s 
Olympic tournament. Arena, 
whose appointment has been 
well known in the soccer 
community, is to hold a mess 
conference later in the day. 

Arena took over at Virgi- 
nia in 1978 and has compiled 


a ; 

nlus seasons. Virginia won ns 
Si NCAA title in 1989, lost 
in the quarterfinals the fol- 
lowing year and has won the 
otic every year since. Laa 
season, the Cavaliers beat 
Indiana 1-0 for the cham- 
pionship- 


Arena’s pi 
produced 26 


ramrac has 
[!- Americans 


and several national players 
of the year, including Tony 
Meola. the goalkeeper on the 
1994 U.S. World Cup team, 

i nu.M Piin (pAM mirffipl. 


1W u.J. 

and World Cup team midfiel- 
ders John Harkcs (1990, 
- J ‘- Reyna 


uwu — , 

1994) and Claudio 
(1994). 


Nigeria invites FIFA 
to explain cancellation 

_ - . I « fk. mLuttnt 


LAGOS (R) — A FIFA de- Sani Abacha and the relevant 
legation, headed by President sports bodies. 

Joao Havel ange, is to visit Nwobodo also told re- 

Nigeria to explain why world nonets that the FIFA offi- 
soccer’s ruling body cancelled will assess the facilities 

the staring of the World provided bv Nigeria for the 
Youth Tournament in the cancelled tournament and the 
ivmntrv earlier this vear. -large sums of money spent. 


country earlier this yea^- 
Nigerian Sports Minister 
Jim Nwobodo said at a news 
conference on Monday that 
the FIFA team will arrive in 
Nigeria on November 7 is 


Despite protests from the 
Nigerian authorities. FIFA 
cancelled the tournament 
scheduled for March because 


McRae 'with 55 points, and 
reigning champion Didier 
Auriol with 51 points. 


response to an -invitation, of health fears, saying mere 
from the military govern- were outbreaks of meningitis 

and cholera at two of the 


They will hold discussions venues, and for security 
with military ruler General reasons. ^ 


S. Korea World Cup chief blasts 
FIFA over TV rights secrecy 


SEOUL (AFP) — The bead 
of South Korea's 2002 World 
Cup bid has attacked FIFA 
for being secretive over TV 
rights negotiations and ac- 
cused die international body 
of undervaluing the event. 

Chung Mong-Cbun said 
the negotiations for the 
multi-million pound deal 
should be brought out into 
the open. 


The industrialist, who has 
led South Korea’s aggressive 
battle with Japan to stage the 
Asia’s first World Cup finals, 
also slammed what he saw as 
. the undervaluation of. the. TV : 
eights. , v -::r j 

Chung “Said -talk of a. Si! 
billion bid for the 2002 rights 
was nonsense and should be 
doubled to S2 billion. 


parency is nee ded." 

He said FTFA committees 
must become more involved 
in the dealing. “I do not 
propose a burdensome 
bureaucracy, but more peo- 
ple do need to be involved if 
we are to achieve greater 
transparency,” Chung told a 
meeting of the international 
sports writers association 
(AIPS). 

“Greater transparency is 
essential because the World 
Cup has been financially 
undervalued. That will also 


of the General Assembly of 
International Sports Federa- 
tions’ (GA1SF) annual meet- 


ing. 

Havelange is staying away 
from the GAlSF meeting in 
Seoul to avoid the lobby bat- 
tle between South Korea and 
Japan. 

But a FIFA spokesman in 
Zurich said they had already 
started opening up decision- 
making tor marketing and 
broadcasting rights. 

“A working group com- 
prising the general secretaries 
of all the confederations was 


h~"al read* been of confederations was 


“Historically the process 
and decision making on the 
marketing and TV rights con- 
tracts has been handled by 
very few people behind 
dosed doors.” 

Cbung said this must 
change and “more trans- 


amount.” he said, pointing 
out that this would be 20 
times the figure for the 1994 
finals in the United States. 

FIFA president Joao 
Havelange was not among 
the world sports leaders 
listening to Chung at the 
meeting held under the aegis 


Korea was selected next year 
to be the 2002 hosts it would 
hand over profits to the world 
body and soccer-playing na- 
tions. 


He said that based on the 
current budget the donation 
should be $78 million, but he 
was confident it could reach 
$300 million. 


Boxing claims 20th Filipino victim 


MANILA, Philippines (AP) 
— In the latest tragedy to hit 
local boxing, a 19-year-old 
'bantamweight died shortly 
after losing a fight in a south- 
ern province, newspapers re- 
ported Monday. 


Ervin Corpuz collapsed 
and never recovered after 
getting badly battered in the 
final round of a 10-round 
bout late Saturday with 18- 
year-old Allan Ilaneta in 
Polomolok. south Cotabato, 
1,024 kilometres southeast of 
Manila. 


hemorrhage two days after 
losing a 10-round fight with 
Marlon Carillo in suburban 
Paranaque. 

Espinili’s death prompted 
one member of the Manila 
City Council to propose a ban 
on both amateur and profes- 
sional boring in the capital, 
saying it is a “barbaric 
sport.” 

Local ring expert and 
sports columnist Joaquin 


Henson blamed the high inci- 
dence of boxing-related 
deaths and injuries to negli- 
gent sports officials, who 
allow mismatches. 

He said Espinilli, who won 
only two of 12 fights, should 
never have been pitted 
against Carillo. ranked No. 3 
by the Philippine Games and 
Amusements Board and hol- 
der of a 19-8-2 record/ 10 of 
which he won by knockout. 


Corpuz. ranked No. 12 by 
the Philippine Boring Fed- 
eration, reportedly died of 
brain hemmorhage. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A T ANN AH HJRSCH 
CiBW T^wna Mr** Sma, Me 


The reports said he repe- 
atedly signalled that he 
wanted to quit during the last 
two rounds but his aides 
ignored him as the crowd 
chanted “no surrender.” 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q. 1 - Both vulnerable, as South What action do you take? 
you hold: 

*® A QA K Q 7 6 5 2 ©A Q *6 3 Q. 4 - Neither vulnerable, as 


Corpuz was the 20th local 
boxerr to die after a fight 
since 1979 and the second this 
month. 


WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 
Pw Pm Poaa 7 
What is your opening bid? 


South you hold: 

*83 C&Q74 ©107« *AKJ8 

Your right-hand opponent opera 
the bidding with one spade. What 
action do you take? 


Q. 2 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*84 VAKQ78B2 ©AQ *83 


Q. S • Neither vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

*QI09 CK 1032 ©Q103AAQ7 


On Oct. 15. junior 
flyweight Restiruto Espinilli. 
19, died of massive brain 


Die bidding has proceeded: 
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
lO PM 1* Pm 

7 

What do you bid now? 


The bidding has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

l* Pm io Pan 
1 

What do you bid now? 


Jordan Times 
Tel. 699634 


Q. 3 • Aa South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*73 ©762 OK 8 7 +KQJ103 


Q. 6 • Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*J10 r AJ 108 4 .4 *QJ682 


The bidding has proceeded: 


SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
PM PM l © P«M 
2* Pm 3© Pn 


The bidding has proceeded: 
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
Pm Pm 1 * . Pm 

29 Pm 3© PM 

What do you bid now? 


CINEMA 


TEL: 634144 CINEMA 


TEL 699238 CINEMA 


PHILADELPHIA 


PLAZA 


CONCORD 


TEL: 618274 - 618275 


TEL: 625155 


Jean Reno, 
Natalie Portman 
& Gaiy Oldman... in 

Leon 

“The Professional” 


Nabila Obeid & Yousef Sha’ban 
...in 

Huda & His Excellency the 
Minister 
(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30. 10:30 

Weekend At Bernies 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Part II 

Shows : 1230, 130. 530, 630. 830. 1030 


CONCORD “1” 

Adel Imam & Yusra 

rde of the Parkness 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:45 

CONCORD "2” 

In the line of fire 

Shows: 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:15 


MUSA HIJAZIN 
** Sumaa" 


• S-i 5* 
. . ; s'. ' 

• «* ‘ -O'W 

it 


1 


tel 677420 AMMOUN THEATRE Nabil & Hisham's Theatre 


Hi Citizen 


daily at 8:30 p.m. 
Written & directed by 
Mohammad Shawaqfeh 


Presents 

“Peace Oh Peace” 

in English every Saturday 

Show starts at 8:30 p.m. 
For reservation call 625 1 55 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Ma teenager tricks Wang 

BEUING (AFP) — Controversial athletics coach Ma 
Junren turned the tables on his former star Wang Jumda on 
Tuesday when his latest running prodigy, 15-year-okJ Jiang 
Po, scored an emphatic win over the double world 
record-holder. Xiang set an Asian record of 14min 45.90see 
for S,Q00m as she beat the 22-year-old Wang, record-holder 
at 3,000m and 10,000m, by seven seconds at the Inter-City 
Games in Nanjing. Jiang, who has been coached by Ma for 
a year, ran the fburth-fastest 5,000m this year, nine seconds 
outside the world record of Portugal's Fernanda Ribeiro. 
Wang and most of Ma’s other star runners, known as his 
Army, deserted the coach's Liaoning barracks last year 
after complaining about his Spartan training methods and 
claiming be refused to share out prize money. She 
completed a 5, 000m- 10,000m double at the Asian cham- 
pionships in Jakarta last month and gets a chance of 
revenge when she races against Jiang at 10,000m on 
Thursday. Former world record holder Sun Caiyun cleared 
an Asian record 4.18m in the women's pole vault, the 
second-best ever and 3cm below the world record of 
Danieia Bart ova of the Czech Republic. 


Boardman beats Obree 

PARIS (AFP) — Olympic champion Chris Boardman 
narrowly defeated Graeme Obree in a four kilometre 
pursuit opposing the two Britons at the Bercy Sports Arena 
Monday. Boardman finished in 4' minutes 39.82 seconds, 
1.71 seconds dear of Obree. who was forced to change 
bikes shortly before the race got underway. The reigning 
world champion and record bolder eventually borrowed a 
bicycle from the Italian team competing in the Nations 
Cycling Open. 


Icelandic striker headed for France 

SOCHAUX, France (AFP) — French second division side 
Sochaux said Monday they had signed Iceland's Interna- 
tiona] striker Amar Gunniaugsson. Gunnlagusson, who 
has had stints with Nuremberg of Germany and Feyenoord 
of the Netherlands, has scored 15 goals in seven games for 
his current side Arkanes in the Icelandic first divison this 
season. 


Inter fly Cantona kite 

LONDON (AFP) — Inter Milan's new English coach Roy 
Hodgpon has reopened attempts to sign Manchester 
United's French star Eric Cantona, it was repotted here 
Tuesday. “We mil be going after Eric Cantona," the 
former Swiss national coach who took over at Inter last 
week told die Daily Mirror. Cantona was rated at £7 
million ($11.2 million). Inter have Iitte time to push 


through their bid as the Italian transfer market reopens for 
just five days at the start of November. Cantona was 
suspended for eight months and setenced to 120 hours 
community service in January after jumping into crowd and 
attacking a fen who was taunting him at a match in London 
against Crystal Palace. There was much speculation during 
his suspension he would go to Inter, who had also bought 
his United team-mate Paul Ince, but be returned to 
Manchester against Liverpool on OcL 1, setting up the first 
and scoring the equaliser in a 2-2 draw. He played.* big 
&|i>part iBv.U2Uted!s:4-l -wiitat Cfrfelya '-on/ Safepday » and h is 
difficult to iscc United manager -Alex Ferguson , who has 
stuck - by hia wayward French- star through. thick and 
thfougfr'thin/’ietting hTh) go'. 


Costa downs Arrese In Hellmann’s Cup 

SANTIAGO, Chile (AP) — Second seed Alberto Costa 
defeated .fellow Spaniard Jordi Arrese 6-4, 7-6 (7-4) in the 
fust round of-tbe Helm man’s Cup. Fourth seed Francisco 
Qavet of Spain; 'who advanced to the finals of the day 
court tournament last year, fell Monday to Brazilian 
qualifier Jaime Ondns 6-3, 6-2. The other seeded player 
ousted was No. 6 Bohdan Ulihrach of die Czech Republic, 
who feD to France's Fabrice Santoro, 6-2, 2-6, 6-3, Gilbert 
Scballer, the tournament's top seed, meets Fernando 
Mdigeni on Tuesday. 


Official asks for street namo to be changed 

LANDSHUT, Germany (AFP) — An assistant mayor of 
this Bavarian town proposed Monday the its “Steffi Graf 
Street” should be renamed because of tbe tax evasion 
wanHal surrounding the world tennis champion. Werner 
Zwing; elected on an independent list, proposed tbe street 
be renamed after tbe celebrated German boxer Max 
Shcmeling “who at least contributed something with his 
fife.” “With tbe best will, I. cannot imagine that Steffi Graf 
(fid not know what her father was doing with her money. 
Such room figures are no example to the youth,” Zwing 
said.-Tne Landshut town council decided in 1988 to name a 
stretch of road leading to some tennis courts after Steffi 
Graf, then aged 18, on the baas that she began ber career 
there. 


FOR SALE 

(Owner is leaving the country) 

German car, customs duty unpaid, almost new, 
Volkswagen Vento, 1994, 2000cc, with air condition, 
automatic, central lock with recorder, radio, power 
steering, metafile, 12,000 kms. 

Call Tel: 826146 
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JOB OPPORTUNITY 

Newly established trading company requires: 

an executive secretary 

* Applicants should be fluent in Arabic and English. 

* Should be able to manage an office, 

* And should have aQ required secretarial skills. 

Also recced is 

an assistant secretary 

with i good command of English, 

* computer skills. 

* and book-keeping 

Send C.V. fmdtring work e xp erience) and recent photo to: 

Director General 
P.O.BOX 927304 
Amman 11110 Jordan 


Agassi bids to end season with a flourish 


ESSEN, Germany (R) — 
American world No. 1 Andre 
Agassi has arrived in Europe 
determined to take ius tennis 
career to new heights in the 
next month. 

The 25-year-old from Las 
Vegas said -on Monday that 
be wanted to top the rankings 

at the end of a season for the 
first time after the current 
Essen Open and the forth- 
coming world championship 
in Frankfort. 

Agassi, who finished last 
season in second spot, looked 
lean and fit enough to 
achieve bis goal as he pre- 
pared for the high quality 
Essen event. 

He is seeded to meet his 
mam rival and fellow Amer- 
ican Pete Sampras in the final 
of file S1.8 million tourna- 
ment, which has attracted all 
the world top 10 players. 

“This fall is a critical time 
for me,” said Agassi. “I hope 
to finish the year as number 
one. A major factor will be 
whoever plays well here.” 

After playing a rare dou- 
bles match on Tuesday, 
Agassi — given a first round 
bye — will begin his cam- 
paign on Wednesday in a 
second-round clash with 


Dutchman Jacco Eltingh, 
who cruised past German 
Berod Karbacber 6-2, 6-4 in 
Monday’s first round. 

The match will mark the 
American’s first appearance 
on the ATP Tour since he 
lost to Sampras in the fina l of 
the U.S. Open in September. 

“Of course I like to play 
when he plays. He's a player 
I like to Mat,” added Agassi. 

Agassi, Sampras, Austrian 
Thomas Muster and Amer- 
ican Michael Chang are the 
only four players to have 
secured their places for tbe 
round-robin Frankfurt 
Championship, which brings 
together the top eight players 
in the world. 

With- four more places at 
stake, many of the top stars 
have come to Essen in the 
hope of picking up the vital 
points for qualification. 

Germany’s former Wimb- 
ledon champion Boris Beck- 
er, the world No. 4, will start 
his bid on Tuesday with a 
second-round match against 
Magnus Gustafsson. 

The Swede advanced to the 
second round with a 6-4, 6-2 
victory over American Aaron 
Krichstein on Monday. 



Juninho granted work permit 


MIDDLESBROUGH, Eng- 
land (R) — Brazilian star 
Juninho was granted a British 
work permit cm Monday and 
is expected to make his debut 
for English premier league 
Middlesbrough at Manches- 
ter United on Saturday. 

After being treated to a 
carnival welcome — com- 
with a 50-pice Samba 
— by over 4,000 Mid- 
dlesbrough fens last week, 
Juninho returned to Brazil to 
wait for the pennit to be 
issued by the British govern- 
ment. 

“All that remains is for 
Middlesbrough to obtain in- 
ternational clearance, which 
will involve negotiations be- 
tween them and the Brazilian 
(soccer) Federation,” said 


Football Association 
spokesman Steve Double on 
Monday. 

“That should take a day or 
two. I would hope it would be 
just a matter of a fax here and 
a fax there.” 

The news comes as a big 
boost to Middlesbrough man- 
ager Bryan Robson, tbe for- 
mer England Captain, who 
wants his £4.75 milli on ($7.50 
million) signing from Sao 
Paolo to play against his old 
dub at Old Traffdrd. 

In autidpation of Juninho’s 
first appearance, Middles- 
brough have already sold 
more than 6,000 tickets to 
fens to see live television 
coverage of Saturday’s match 
on a gjant screen at their 


Riverside Stadium. 

Rebuilding work at Man- 
chester United’s Old Traf- 
ford mound has restricted 
space for visiting supporters. 

Robson had been anxious- 
ly waiting for news of the 
work pennit and earlier on 
Monday said Juninho would 
need to be back in Britain by 
Wednesday morning to have 
any chance of facing United. 

“Juninho would need to 
get a good night's sleep to 
recover from jet-lag and train 
with the rest of the lads on 
Thursday and Friday,” said 
Robson. 

“To be fair to tbe kid, be 
cannot just get off a plane on 
Thursday and be ready for 
such a big game.” 


King’s former accountant testifies 


NEW YORK (AP) — Don 
King’s income tripled to $60 
miifioir after he toofco. in 
then-boxing heavyweight 
champion Mike Tyson, but 
the boxing promoter still 
would not let his employees 
sign checks for as little as five 
cents, bis former accountant 
testified. 

Joseph Maffia took the 
stand Monday as a key wit- 
ness in the government's' 
attempt to convince a jury 
that King faked a contract in 
1981 to collect $350,000 from 
Lloyd’s of London after a 
fight was cancelled. 

The former controller for 
King from 1986 to 1991 testi- 
fied that King's company, 
Don King Productions, had 
annual gross income of be- 
tween $10 million and $20 
million before Tyson came 
aboard in 1986- 

He said the annual re- 
venues grew to as much as 
$60 million with the arrival of 
Tyson and the emergence of 
pay-per-view television. Maf- 
fia said King was pleased 
about that. 

“He told me once you were 
only as good as how much 
cash you have,” Maffia said. 


The accountant said King 
refused his suggestions that 
the flamboyant promoter 
allow himself or one other 
employee to sign small 
chedcs without his approval. 

“He said, ‘no,"’ Maffia re- 
called. 

With that, Assistant U.S. 
Attorney Paul G. Gadephe 
showed jurors 21 checks 
ranging in value from five' 
cents to $62.22 that had been 
signed by King. 

But it was not just small 


amounts that King cared ab- 
out, Maffia testified in Feder- 
al Court in Manhattan. 

The accountant said King 
once reduced his bonus from 
$1,000 to $700 after Maffia 
filed a financial document 
one day late, costing King 
$300 in interest. And he said 
■King, one of the most power- 
ful men in boxing, “was 
livid” after an insurance com- 
pany delayed paying 
$400,000 for a cancelled 
Tyson bout. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

“ Brand new, spacious 335 sq.m., 3 bedrooms, 
centrally air-conditioned, with telephone. 

* Two bedrooms, neat, quiet area. 

Location: Umm Al Summaq. 

Call owner: 829861 a.m M 828099 p.m. 


TO LET 

FLATS IN PANORAMIC VIEW 

Overlooking Amman with superb views, sharing a 
two-storey villa with .an American educated family, 
deluxe and brand new 2 & 3 bedrooms, furnished & 
unfurnished, prefer Americans, Europeans and 
Japanese. Sport City area, delivery in one month. 
Keep ringing after 3 pm at 689035 



Tapie back in court to avoid prison 


DOUAI (AFP) — Bernard 
Tapie went bade to court on 
Tuesday to try to avoid going 
to prison for masterminding 
tbe Olympique Marseille 
match-fixing ^ranHpl. 

Tapie has appealed against 
his two-year prison sentence, 
one year suspended, for 
ordering his General Mana- 
ger Jean- Pierre Bernes to 
offer three Valenciennes 
players 250,000 francs 
($50,000) each to throw a 
match in 1993. 

Marseille won the gamme 
1-0 to clinch their fifth succes- 
sive league title and five days 
later became the first French 
club to win tbe European 
Cbp with a Basfie Boli header 
against AC Milan in Munich. 

Marseille were banned 
from defending the European 
Cup and later demoted to tbe 
French Second Division for 
financial irregularities, for 
which Tune is expected to be 
tried at the beginning of next 
year. 

Fraud squad investigators 
have reportedly uncovered 
that 110 million francs (S22 
million) were syphoned off 
from 1986 to 1993, either to 
buy m a t ches or referees or 
for personal gain. 

Tapie, declared bankrupt, 
is accused of setting up a 
network of front companies 
which were paid for fictitious 
services, or used for diverting 
television broadcasting 
rights, advertising revenue 
and transfer money. 

In one case Marseille re- 
portedly paid a Portuguese 
agent 2.5 million francs 
($500,000) to try to sign the 
Brazilian World Cup star Be- 
beto. Nothing came of tbe 
move and the then ooacb 
Gerard GQi said as far as he 
knew they never bad any 
intention of signing tbe play- 
er. 

UEFA were 
reopen inquiries into 
tions that corruption Dy 
Marseille officials was even 



Bernard Tapie 


more widespread than at first 
r epo rted. 

Bernes claimed in July the 
dub had spent five million to 
six million francs (about one 
millio n dollars) a year bribing 
players and refe rees for bom 
French league and European 
Cop matches. 

Marseille, with debts of 
400 million francs ($80 mil- 
lion), are in tbe hands of the 
recovers and only 12th in the 
second division. They won 
•the division last year but 
promotion was bloated be- 
cause of their financial posi- 
tion. 

Jacques Mellick, a member 


of parliament who perjured 
himself by giving Tapie a 
false alibi, went to court on 
Monday to appeal against a 
suspended six month jail 
sentence and ban on holding 
public office for two yean for 
interfering with witnesses. 

a He allegedly tried to force 
his secretary to confirm he 
met Tapie at a time the for- 
mer Marseille owner was 
trying to convince the then 
Valenciennes coach. Boro 
Primorac, to confess to being 
behind the attempted match- 
fixing. 

Judgement was reserved to 
November 28. 



PASSPORTS LOST 

1 . Jarnail Singh, 
passport No. R. 960658. 

2. Anoop Singh, 
passport No. L. 918619. 

3. Ravinder Singh, 
passport No. W. 
810277. 

4. Harbhajan Singh, 
passport No. Y. 460570. 
If you find these 
passports, please 
inform the Indian 
Embassy, Amman. 



JORDAN PHOSPHATE NUNES 
CO LTD 

announces the invitation to tender 
No: 42F/95 

JPMC announces the Invitation to bid 
No. 42F/95 for the supply of.- 

( TIRES FOR TRUCKS ) 

The tender documents are available at 
JPMC offices In Amman, Supply 
Department, until 2:00 p.m. local time 
Sunday, Nov. 12, 1995. Application for 
documents should be accompanied by a 
non-refundable fee of JD40 for each set 
of tender documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids is 
12:00 hours local time, Sunday Nov. 19, 
1995. 

Sameh Madani 
Managing Director 


urn 

UNITED TRAVEL AGENCY 


Amman' 95 



United Airlines 

A g We welcome all 

M DELEGATES to the 

t a MB MENA Summit and 

ft I ARE GLAD TO ANNOUNCE 

f U 24 HOUR SERVICE FOR 
JL JTg L. YOUR BUSINESS 

9 lilO* travel needs 


PLEASE CALL US AT 641959 FROM 8:00 A.M. UNTIL 6:00 P.M, 
AND AT 079-38828 FROM 6:00 P.M. ONWARDS. 
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Yeltsin, Clinton leave key 
NATO issues unresolved 


NEW YORK (R) — Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin, at a 
summit that offered harmony 
but little substance, has man* 
aged to keep relations with 
the United States on track 
despite not giving an inch in 
key disputes. 

Mr. Yeltsin ended a three- 
day trip to the United States 
on Monday joking with Presi- 
dent Bill Ginton as they 
trumpeted an agreement that 
obliges them to work 
together to end the conflict in 
Bosnia but leaves two open 
wounds festering. 

They failed to agree on 
terms for Russia to join a 
peacekeeping force in Bosnia 
and barely even touched on 
North Atlantic Treaty Orga- 
nisation plans to expand in 
Eastern Europe. 

“It is still the Russian posi- 
tion, there should be no mis- 
take about it, that President 
Yeltsin does not feel that 
Russian troops should be 
under NATO command," a 
U.S. aide said. 

Instead, the presidents 
appeared to agree to differ 
for now in the two key dis- 
putes to prevent ties from 
deteriorating further and to 
help Mr. Yeltsin in his battle 
against nationalists who say 
Russia's foreign policy is not 
assertive enough. 

"This looks like an agree- 
ment for two presidents fac- 
ing elections,” a source dose 
to the Russian delegation 
said. 

Both Mr. Clinton's and 
1 Mr. Yeltsin's terms in office 


expire next year and further 
strains in Russian-U.S. rela- 
tions "are widely thought to be 
in neither’s favour. 

"The main aim of summits 
these days is simply to pre- 
vent relations getting worse,” 
Alexander Golts, a political 
commentator with the Rus- 
sian Defence Ministry news- 
paper Krasnaya Zvezda. told 
Reuters. 

A Western diplomat 
added: “Both presidents 
want a success and want to go 
home saying something posi- 
tive about this summit. They 
cannot afford to let it fail." 

Both Mr. Ginton and Mr. 
Yeltsin painted a rosy picture 
of relations between the two 
countries after the summit 
held north of New York City, 
belying fears that it would be 
a failure. 

But to achieve this har- 
mony, Mr. Ginton turned a 
deaf ear to the repeated 
attacks on NATO that Mr. 
Yeltsin has made in the last 
week — including a hard- 
hitting speech at the United 
Nations 50th anniversary 
celebrations on Sunday. 

Mr. Ginton's refusal to re- 
spond to the attacks allowed 
Mr. Yeltsin to look strong at 
the largest-ever gathering of 
world leaders — a perfect 
way for the Kremlin leader to 
prove to nationalists that he 
is defending Russia’s in- 
terests. 

In Sunday's speech, Mr. 
Yeltsin said Russia would 
join the international 
peacekeeping force pfanned 


for Bosnia once peace is res- 
tored but only if it is under a 
strict U.N. Security Council 
mandate. 

This directly contradicted 
Washington’s demand that 
the force be under NATO’s 
control, and U.S. aides made 
clear Mr. Yeltsin had not 
dropped his opposition de- 
spite his and Mr. Clinton's 
“complete agreement'' on 
Bosnia. 

Mr. Yeltsin, who visited 
Paris before arriving in New 
York, was also boosted by 
support from France. 

President Jacques Chirac 
urged Mr. Ginton to involve 
Russia more fully in diploma- 
tic and militaiy efforts to end 
the conflict in Bosnia, his 
spokeswoman said. 

Mr. Chirac also suggested 
a wider conference on stabil- 
ity in the Balkans could be 
held in Moscow early next 
year. 

Throughout the three-day 
trip to the United States. Mr. 
Yeltsin, 64, looked at ease t 
rubbing shoulders with the j 
world’s leaders and showed 
no signs of health problems | 
following the mild heart J 
attack he suffered last July. 

He may have raised eyeb- 
rows with a flamboyant per- 
formance at a joint news con- 
ference with Mr. Clinton af- 
ter their summit, but tiiere 
was no doubting his satisfac- 
tion with the summit. 

"When I arrived in the 
United States, I did not have 
the degree of optimism with 
which I am leaving." he said. 


government officials and United Nations representatives (photo by Boghos) 

Amman U.N. celebrations highlight need 
for basic reforms at world organisation 


Arafat tries to convince U.S. Jewish 
leaders of his commitment to peace 


NEW YORK (AP) — He 
had walked the tightrope for 
years, from Beirut to Tunis to 
Gaza, and now he was walk- 
ing in through the crowd, 
smiling and pumping hands 
like a politician seeking 
votes. But these were Amer- 
ican Jewish leaders, and 
many had spent their adult- 
hood fearing or hating Yasser 
Arafat. 

are the u $Qhs .of Abra- 
ham,”' Mr. Arafat -said Mon- 
day in his first meeting with 
Jewish leaders in the United 
States. And, since peace is 
the policy of Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (FLO) “we are not 
only cousins, we are part- 
ners.” 

To these American Jews, 
televised pictures of Mr. Ara- 
fat talking with his old ene- 
mies are no longer shocking. 
Now, however, he was in the 
same room. And he was still 
up on die wire, trying to win 
over this audience while not 
losing all the others. 

He did not say anything 
new to the National Jewish 
Community Relations Advis- 
ory Council, stressing instead 
the problems of peacemak- 
ing, especially his own. 

As if to illustrate the point, 
several protesters started 
yelling before Mr. Arafat 
could speak. 

Crying “shame” and 
“murderer” they were drag- 
ged out the door by security 
guards. Police arrested David 
Kalb, Meredith Weiss and 
the leader of their group, 
activist Rabbi Avi Weiss. All 
were charged with disorderly 
conduct, Kalb and Meredith 
.Weiss were charged with re- 


sisting arrest and Kalb was 
charged with assault for 
knocking down a detective. 

Mr. Arafat seemed unruf- 
fled. He shook his head to 
minimise the intended insult. 
“I can understand all of this,'’ 
he said, adding that peace 
would take time. 

He said opponents of 
peace extended to his own 
movement Yitzhak Rabin of 
Israel “is lucky. He has ope 
opposition — I have many 
oppositions,” he said, getting 
a laugh. 

Mr. Arafat, notoriously 
late for appointments since 
arriving in New York to 
Address the United Nations, 
arrived at 2:10 for a 2 p.m. 
meeting — early, by the stan- 
dards of gridlocked Manhat- 
tan. He wore his familiar 
Kaffiyeh and bemedaled 
military uniform. 

Waving a prepared text 
dismissively, he said, “I am 
speaking from the heart.” 

He tried throughout his 
hour talk to establish com- 
mon ground between Israelis 
and Palestinians. 

“We are paying the price 
for what was done by the 
British,” he said, referring to 
Palestine’s administrators be- 
fore the creation of Israel 
after World War II. 

After referring to the Jew- 
ish exodus, he said, "you 
have to understand also our 
exodus.” 

The audience chuckled at 
Mr. Arafat’s little jokes and 
otherwise maintained a po- 
lite, tense silence — as when 
he talked about the PLO 
stand on Israel’s right to exist 
and on the Arab boycott of 
Israel. 


Occasionally he was de- 
fiant, as when he insisted, 
“you can’t say it’s nor my 
country.” 

Although the words may 
have been extemporaneous. 
Mr. Arafat’s audience said 
they’d heard most before. 

“I appreciated that he 
didn't speak from notes, but 
he didn’t say anything I 
hadn't heard before,” said 
Rabbi Marla Feldman of 
Wilmington, Delaware. “A 
lot of it was not quite satis- 
fying,” she said, including 
Mr. Arafat’s claim that 
Israelis offended by his use of 
“jihad” to Palestinian audi- 
ences do not understand “our 
terminology.” 

“Jihad” is generally taken 
to mean “holy war.” but Mr. 
Arafat said it was used by the 
Prophet Mohammad to mean 
reconstruction on the home 
front after battle. 

“That’s the problem,” said 
David Gad-Harf of the Jew- 
ish Community Council of 
metropolitan Detroit. “He 
speaks in different lan- 
guagues. literally and figur- 
atively, to his people and the 
rest of the world.” 

At first, Mr. Gad-Harf was 
not sure how to greet Mr. 
Arafat, “who was responsible 
for the murders of hundreds 
of Jews through terrorist 
acts.” But when Mr. Arafat 
walked to the podium Mr. 
Gad-Harf got up, acknow- 
ledging that Mr. Arafat “was 
willing to spend some time 
with us in a busy schedule.” 

So there he was at the age 
of 41, dapping for a man he’d 
always regarded as a villain. 
“I never imagined this,” he 
said. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — In sharp contra- 
diction to the United Na- 
tions’ 50th anniversary, 
celebrations held in New 
York, which witnessed the 
largest gathering of world 
leaders in history, Amman's 
tribute to the world body was ■ 
modest, gathering some 200 
representatives of the Jorda- 
nian government, members 
of the diplomatic corps and 
employees of U.N. agendes 
in Jordan. It seemed in keep- 
ing with the mood of those 
addressing the audience. 
“ . . . A purely self- 
congratulatory event is most 
certainly not called for." said 
Jorgen Lissner, U.N. resi- 
dent coordinator and U.N. 
Development Programme 
(UNDP) resident representa- 
tive in Jordan. 

Instead. Mr. Lissner said., 
the U.N. should take the 
opportunity to express appre- 
dation and gratitude to mem- 
ber nations’ for making the 
institution possible during 
“half a century of unpre- 
cedented progress and unpre- 
cedented turmoil." 

Jordan’s contribution has 
come in dollars, dinars, man- 
power and military support 
for peacekeeping forces, Mr. 
Lissner said, praising the 
Kingdom for its "staunch 


support” for the U.N. 

Mr. Lissner was joined in 
addressing the audience by 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. the Regent, 
and Dr. Haem Beblawi. 
under-secretary general of 
the U.N. and executive 
secretary of the U.N.’s Eco- 
nomic and Sodal Commis- 
sion for Western Asia 
(ESCWA). 

They joined their Western 
counterparts in calling for 
organisational reform within 
the world's premiere interna- 
tional organisation, and re- 
minded their audience that 
the United Nations is facing a 
turning point as it enters its 
second half century. 

"Today as we look at the 
performance of the United 
Nations in many parts of the 
world, we cannot but note 
the distance between the high 
moral ideals expressed in the 
preamble of the Charter (of 
the United Nations) and the 
reality of civil and inter-state 
wars.* the practice of ethnic 
and religious exclusion or 
’cleansing'... the widening 
gap between rich and poor, 
and the lack of political will 
on the part of those who have 
the power and means to 
address root causes.” the 
Crown Prince said. 

"The fault lies not with the 
organisation.” the Regent 
pointed out. “but with 


ourselves. For the United 
Nations is nothing more than 
a mechanism to express our 
collective international per- 
sonalitv.” 

Today, the U.N. faces its 
worst-ever financial crisis, 
large l v accounted for by 
nea'rly’S2.5 billion in overdue 
budg'et assessments from 
member states. In addition to 
this “strain.” said Mr. Liss- 
ner, the organisation is forth-- 
er burdened by "unrealistic 
expectations" from those 
who "dream of a benevolent t 
world government” and who 
hope that "(the U.N.) can 
put an end to man's inhuman- 1 
ity to man.” 

“Another source of strain 
is the narrow-minded and 
ethnocentric criticism by 
(those) who see global plural- 
ism as a threat rather than as 
a tremendous asset for hu- 
man kind.” said Mr. Lissner. 
“A third source of strain is. 
indeed, the very real short- 
• comings of the many entities 
that make up the United Na- 
tions family of organisation." 

“The situation calls for re- 
flection... reform... and rede- 
dication. ” said Mr. Lissner. 

Dr. A! Beblawi, who ear- 
lier 'this week frankly de- 
scribed the shortcomings .pla- 
guing the U.N. reminded his 
audience that the United Na- 
tions must, "...in all humility, 
acknowledge our strengths.” 


“The prime strength of the 
U.N..".. is its legitimacy." he 
pointed out. “No other orga- 
nisation possesses compara- 
ble legitimacy. (The U.N.) is 
recognised as a competent, 
professional body. These are 
valuable assets to be taken 
into account at the outset of 
any reconsideration of the 
role of the U.N." 

Underscoring the role the 
U N. has historically played 
in the Middle East, he added 
that anv regional peace and 
economic cooperation would 
be consolidated by regional 
institutions. "The U.N. is 
irreplaceable in our part of 
the world.” he said. 

During the assembly, the 
United Nations and Crown 
Prince Hassan honoured the 
families of five Jordanian 
peacekeepers who died dur- 
ing active duty — Warrant 
Officer Mohammad A1 Ama- 
wi. Sergeant Major Hamed 
Mefareh. Sergeant Major 
Ismail Ibrahim. Sergeant 
Saleh A1 Zawahreh. and Cor- 
poral Seif A1 Rawashdeh. 

“Each of the five 
peacekeepers from Jordan 
who lost his wife while on 
duty is truly a “shaheed" of 
the global community,” Mr. 
Lissner said, expressing grati- 
tude on behalf of the United 
Nations to Jordanian military 
men died serving in U.N. 
peacekeeping forces. 


U.N. admits it must change to be useful 


Histradut financial scandal 
rocks Israeli ruling circles 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— The United Nations 
marked half a century of ex- 
istence Tuesday with an 
admission that the time had 
come for it to reform and 
modernize to remain a useful 
forum on the world stage. 

In a 17-point draft of a final 
declaration for the special 
assembly, the United Nations 
said its mission of saving 
humanity “from the scourge 
of war”, remained as vital 
today as it was at the end of 
World War II. 

But the declaration, due to 
be adopted by the special 
general assembly, . admitted 
that the United Nations re- 
quired change from within if 
it were to fulfil that mission. 

“It is essential that the 
United Nations itself be re- 
formed and modernized," 
the declaration said. 

The work of the General 
Assembly ... should be re- 
vitalised. The Security Coun- 
cil should, inter alia, be ex- 
panded and its working 
methods continue to be re- 


viewed in a way that will 
further strengthen its capac- 
ity and effectiveness." 

Some member countries, 
notably the United States, 
have charged that the United 
Nations has become anb un- 
wieldy and unjustifiably ex- 
pensive bureaucracy and 
have demanded that the 
organisation reform radical- 
ly. 

The United States, the 
largest financial contributor 
to the United Nations, 
however, has also been 
blamed for failing to pay its 
dues on time and the declara- 
tion also reiterated that critic- 
ism. 

“In order to carry out its 
work effectively, the United 
Nations must have adequate 
resources. Member states 
must meet, in full and on 
time, their obligation to bear 
the expenses of the organisa- 
tion,” the draft text said. 

U.N. reform and expan- 
sion of the Security Council 
have become central points 


of debate on the future of the 
body and the declaration said 
both bad to occur for the 
United Nations to remain 
useful. 

“These and other changes, 
within the United Nations 
system, should be made if we 
are to ensure that the United 
Nations off the future serves 
well the people in whose 
name it was established," it 
said. 

In the declaration, U.N. 
member states reaffirmed 
their commitment to easing 
the pain of the world’s 
poorest people and of ensur- 
ing that women play a more 
equitable role in all aspects df 
societies in every country. 

“Of greatest concern is 
that one-fifth of the world’s 
5.7 billion people live in ex- 
treme poverty. Extraordinary 
measures by "all countries, in-- 
eluding strengthened interna- 
tional cooperation, are 
needed to address this and 
related problems.” 

“We reaffirm that demo- 
cracy, development and re- 


spect for human rights and 
fundamental freedoms, in- 
cluding the right to develop- 
ment, are interdependent 
and mutually reinforcing." 

The declaration also 
pledged that member states 
would seek to tighten coop- 
eration in promoting respect 
for international law and in 
settling disputes by peaceful 
means. 

But despite its call for 
change, the final declaration 
also recognised that the Un- 
ited Nations had done much 
to smooth international rela- 
tions and to ease the' plight of 
many. 

“The United Nations has 
helped to shape the very 
structure of relations be- 
tween nations in the modem 
age. 

“Through the process of 
decolonisation and the eli- 
mination of apartheid, hun- 
dreds of millions of human 
beings have been and are 
assured the exercise of the 
fundamental right to self- 
determination." 


TEL AVTV (Agendes) — 
Israeli police dedded Tues- 
day to indict three former 
leaders of the Histradrut 
trade union federation in 
connection with a financial 
scandal which has rocked 
Prime Minister Yitzhak, 
Rabin's Labour Party. 

The three, who include 
Labour deputy Avi Yehes- 
.kel, are accused of embez- 
zling trade union fonds to 
finance the party’s campaign 
in primaries ahead of the 
1992 election. 

The other two are Histrad- 
rut's former secretary general 
Haim Haberfeld and a for- 
mer treasurer Arthur Yis- 
raelovich. 

Transport Minister Israel 
Kessar, who has also headed 
FGsfradrut, may likewise be 
prosecuted but police have 
yet to make a decision. 

Labour fears the scandal 
will undermine its chances of 
success in the general elec- 
tion of November 1996. The 
right-wing Likud Party, 
which is highly critical of the 
Arab-Israeli peace process, is 
already edging ahead of 
Labour in opinion polls. 

“The sight of Labour 


ministers in the dock is not a 
good vote-winner,” Labour 
deputy Hagai Merom admit- 
ted. 

Histradrut, Israel’s largest 
voluntary organisation with 
one and half million mem- 
bers, has been under Labour 
control for 73 years. A dissi- 
dent Labour deputy, Haim 
Ramon, is now at die helm 
and in charge of a dean-up 
operation. 

According to press reports, 
up to $20 million was embez- 
zled from Histradrut funds. 

Mr. Kessar is suspected of 
using more than $30,000 of 
Austrian grants to the trade 
union federation to- finance 
his own campaign, through 
the help of Mr. Yisraelorich 
who was treasurer for 30 
years. 

“If my head goes on the 
block, then other ministers 
will follow," warned Mr. 
Kessar, who insists he is inno- 
cent. “I am an honest man 
and I have behaved according 
to the procedures which have 
always been in force at His- 
tradrut." 

It is precisely that point 
which worries Labour lead- 
ers, given Histradrut's tradi- 


tional lobbying role for its 
favoured candidates. 

If its part in the election of 
Mr. Kessar is shown to be 
illegal, similar support for 
other Labour leaders in the 
past may also come out into 
the open. 

Fears have arisen that Mr. 
Rabin's government might 
not survive its final year, as 
parliament's winter session 
opened with the Labour Par- 
ty holding a precarious one- 
seat advantage. 

At a critical time for the 
Middle East peace process, 
the Labour Party controls • 
just 61 of 120 seats, down two 
from last month. And even 
that one-vote edge is shaky, 
as the two Labour legislators 
face possibly indictment on 
corruption charges. 

“There’s a real question 
whether the coalition will be 
able to continue to have a 
majority," Histradrut chief 
Mr. Ramon told the Associ- 
ated Press. 

Some Labour leaders 
urged Mr. Rabin to call early 
spring elections instead of 
waiting until next November 
as scheduled, and seek a 
- broader mandate for his poli* 
cies. 



British foreign secretary to visit Beirut 

BEIRUT (AFP) — British Foreign Secretary Malcom 
Rifkind is to visit Lebanon next month as part of a Middle 
East tour to discuss the peace process and bilateral ties, 
diplomats said on Tuesday. Mr. Rifkind, due in Beirut on 
Nov. 7, will also discuss with Lebanese Foreign Minister 
Fares Bweiz the conference to be hosted by the European 
Union in Barcelona next month to bolster cooperation 
between Mediterranean countries. His visit is set to 
coincide with the reopening of the British cultural institute 
in Beirut after an eight-year closure due to the 1975-1990 
civil war. The British Council said its reopening showed 
Britain's “confidence in the rebuilding of Lebanon and the 
council’s willingness to contribute to enhanced political 
stability for the country and the region." Britain has been 
at the forefront of European countries seeking a share in 
Lebanon’s multi-billion-dollar reconstruction drive. 

U.N. urges Turkey to stop expulsions 

GENEVA (R) — The United Nations refugee agency said 
on Tuesday it was pressing Turkey to stop threatening 
Iranian refugees, who now number at least 20, with 
expulsion. But the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) said it had “no confirmation” of Turkish pros 
reports that two Iranian asylum-seekers deported by 
Turkey 10 days ago had been arrested upon return to their 
home country, put on trial and executed. John Horekens, 
UNHCR director for Europe, was to discuss the issue of 
Iranian refugees during the day with Turkish government 
officials in Ankara, an agency spokeswoman said. "The 
UNHCR is particularly preoccupied with the threat of 
expulsion which weighs on at least 20 Iranians recognised 


as refugees by the UNHCR," she told a news briefing in 
Geneva. "They are threatened with expulsion by the 
Turkish authorities on the pretext that they did not submit 
their requests for asylum within the required five days.” 
she added. 

Canadian with gun arrested at Beirut airport 

BEIRUT (R) — A Canadian of Lebanese origin was 
arrested at Beirut airport on Tuesday after a pistol, an axe 
and a butcher's knife were found in his luggage as he waited 
to board a plane, legal sources said. They said airport 
security arrested Mohammad AI Kadiri, a 23-year-old 
Canadian of Lebanese origin, who was travelling to Canada 
via London. The pistol was carefully wrapped to avoid 
detection, the sources said. 

Sharansky see Israeli hostility to emigres 

TEL AVIV (AP) — - Jewish immigrants from the former 
Soviet Union face deep hostility from veteran Israelis and 
are often stereotyped as draft dodgers, criminals and 
prostitutes, immigrant activist Natan Sharansky said Tues- 
day. “People are encounting a form of libel and anti- 
semitism that they experienced 30 years ago in Russia,” 
said former Soviet dissident Sharansky, who came to Israel 
in 1986. “Suddenly we feel unwanted." Mr. Sharansky, 
who is expected to run for Israel’s parliament next year! 
announced a campaign to improve Israeli attitudes towards 
Soviet immigrants, nearly 600,000 of whom have come to 
Israel in the past five years. At a news conference. Mr. 
Sharanslcy rattled off the stereotypes: Soviet immigrants 
are prostitutes or criminate with ties to the Russian mafia, 
■they are not really Jewish, they do not serve in the army! 
and they only come to Israel to exploit the country 
financially. 3 


Obsessed fan 
guilty of 

murdering Selena 

HOUSTON (R) — An 
obsessed fan who stud she 
meant to kill herself, not 
her idol, was convicted 
Monday of murdering 
Tcjuno singing star Selena. 
A six- man. six- woman jury 
deliberated 2 1/2 boats 
before deciding that 
Yolanda Saldivar. 35. 
intentionally shot and 
killed Selena on March 31 
in a Corpus Christi. Texas 
motel. Ms. Saldivar, who 
wepi and looked back ax 
her mother after the vex-: 
diet, faces up to life in 
prison for the crime that 
her attorneys argued was a 
“tragic accident.” 

Prosecutors indicated they 
would ask for the maxi- 
mum sentence, but the jury 
will decide her punishment 
in another round of hear- 
ings starting Tuesday. The 
verdict touched off a wild 
celebration in the streets 
surrounding the court- 
house. where xhe sounds of 
cheering fans and honking 
car horns filled the air. The 
fans, bitter at losing their 
beloved singer, held up 
signs that showed they 
were in no mood for mercy. 
“Hang the witch." said one. 

Thatcher 
celebrates 70th 
birthday, again 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Philip Morris underwrote 
the bash, but 600 or so 
guests still forked over 
SI. 000 each for Monday 
night’s third and final party 
to celebrate Margaret 
Thatcher’s 70th birthday at 
Washington’s Cavernous, 
Union Station. The guest 
list included politicians, 
•actors, socialites and select 
members of Washington’s 
news media. Rep. Newt 
Gingrich, Republican 
speaker of the House of 
Representatives, and Sen. 
Phil Gramm, a candidate 
for the Republican Party’s 
nomination in next year’s 
presidential election, were 
invited.. So was actor 
Chariton Heston, a champi- 
on of conservative political 1 
causes who has appeared in 
a Gramm campaign video. 
Others on the guest list 
were Former Defense 
Secretary Caspar 

Weinberger and his wife; 
Jeane Kirkpatrick, ex-U.S. 
ambassador to the United 
Nations, and television 
newswomen Diane Sawyer 
and Barbara Walters, the 
, mistress of ceremonies. 
Proceeds — estimated by a 
■British newspaper at S2.25 
million — were to go to the 
Margaret Thatcher Foun 1 
dation, established by the 
former British prime min- 
ister to spread her conserv- 
ative economic gospel 
through post-Communist 
.Eastern Europe. Lady 
Tharcher turned 70 on Oct 
13. She already celebrated” 
her 70th on Sept. 27 with 
friends and former col- 
leagues at her old 10 
Downing St. residence, and 
on Oct. 17, at London’s 
posh Claridge’s. with 
around 200 rich and 
famous Britons, including 
Queen Elizabeth H. 

New map details 
ocean floor 

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Scientists using declassi- 
fied military data have pro- 
duced a detailed map of the 
ocean floor that could ben- 
efit fishermen, oil and min- 
eral prospectors and cli- 
mate researchers. “This is a 
day of celebration,” David 
T. Sandwell of the Scripps 
Institution of Oceanog- 
| raphy said Monday. “We’re 
I having a data feast,” Mr. 
; Sandwell and Waller H.S. 
i Smi.th of the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) 
developed the highly 
detailed map using data 
collected by U.S. Navy and 
European Space Agency 
satellites. 


i 


